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. FROM The Aflanta Constitution the
& other day went a frankly-labeled trial
‘balloon. After citing his many virtues, and
i+ merving notice that it 1s not now announc-
1ing its support of any candidate, The Con-
‘stitution asked: “Whit Is wrong with James

* ‘This, in many ways, is a logical and per-
“Hinent question. Mr. Byrnes, in almost any-

body's is the most
Anerlun in public life today, ranking in
esteem far above the titular head
of his own Party. His long and varled
experience in every department of the
© @overnment, his known capacity for tire
discreet exercise of sound judgment, and
his tmpeccable personal history, should, it
seemy-automatically mark him as presi-

dential timber.

In addition, Mr. Byrnes now possesses
ceptain purely political assets of great
value. Few Americans have been condemn-
ed more frequently or more violently by
‘the Russlans. Lately he has received the
added distinction of castigation at the
‘hands of = leftist Negro Congress meeting
In his home state. In this negative politi-
cal season, when most of usallow the Rus-
slans to determine our attitudes, an attack
by Radio Moscow or one of the party-line
organizations on the home front fs worth

- Its welght in bl-partisan votes.
Moreover, Mr. Byrnes, as a Presidential
eandidate, would remove the entire fleld

‘Questions For The Congress

IOME of the questions the 80th Congress
will have to face when it starts swing-
ing its axe at existing labor legislation
involve redefinition of the “right to strike.”
Is a labor union Justifitd in using the
strike to further ends that have no direct
relation to wages, hours, or working con-
ditions? Where does the line come between
& strike called for purely economic pur-
| poses, and a strike designed to further
| ‘political action? And is a strike designed
| %o accomplish political ends ever justi-
- ?
| To the prejudiced, who will in all likeli~
hoad these

| equitable legal basis for orderly labor re-
Iations, will find them quite complex. But
| 3t seems to us that a “no” answer to the
1 question is Indicated as a starting
. point for the entire discussion.
~ We have seen lately an instance of a
[ purely political strike, in which New York
= en refused to load a UNRRA
| ‘ship bound for Yugoslavia. This wak short-
| Iy after Tito's troops had shot down two
American transports, and the
f undoubtedly eonsidered
* thelr act a gesture of patriotism; certainly
there are many very conservative citizens
who would agree. Yet clearly these men
_were using their union's organizational
| strength to impose, by something very like

of forelgn policy from campalgn discuse-

sion. Throughout his tenure as Secretary
of State he has been the leading cham-
pion of bi-partisan diplomacy, and has
operated always with Senator Vandenburg
at his elbow. His policles have been as
much Republican as Democratic, and any
G.OP. criticism hurled at him would boom-
erang. Thus his recent record as a public
servant, which has brought him his greate
est fame, s beyond partisan criticism;
Democrat though he may be, by birth and
inclination, he has become the hero of both
Partles.

This is an Impressive Inventory, but it
overlooks one hard and final political fact:
Mr. Byrnies is a South Carolinlan, the prod-
uct of a reglon that for more than 75
years has been, in the eyes of party po-
liticians, a political desért. He cannot, as
2 favorite son, deliver to ‘the Democratic
Party any electoral votes it will not acquire
apyway.

Mr. Byrnes, with all hL! accomplish-
ments, stands today as one of the most

* tragic figures in American politics—a man

who has been denied his bitthright by an
act of God. The practical consideration
that kept him off the Democratic ticket
in 1944 will accomplish the same end in
1948. There will be no Sidney to clear him
with two years from now, but there will
still be the Bureau of Vital Statistics. Jim-
my Byrnes, unhappily, was born in the
wrong state.

force, their will upon the Government,
which had authorized the Yugoslav ship-
ment. Such action, It seems to us, should
be as illegal as it is dangerous.

A more complicated case has arisen in
Portland, Maine, where striking seamen
threw a picket line around a newspaper
plant to -protest criticism of their union.
They were certalnly within their rights in
making an organized and public demon-
stration against the newspaper—as were
the pickets who recently surrounded The
New York Times plant—but when unlon
truck drivers refused to cross the picket
line the effect of their action was to pre-
vent delivery of an entire edition of the
Portland paper. Thus a protest growing
out of a difference of opinion became
punitive actlon and, In our judgment, &
clear violation of the Constitutional guar-
antee of a free press.

The issue in both these cases—the use
of the strike against those with whom
the unlon has no right to negotiate, and
whose sole offense has been disagreement
with union policy—is clear enough. In
thousands of other cases the line is much
more difficult to draw. Nevertheless, the
time has come when the right to strike
must be defined and limited by law: the
legitimate instrument by which working-
men seek to gain economic Justice must
not be allowed to degenerate into a pol-
itical weapon.

A Problem Comes Home To Roost

SUPREME COURT, in dismissing
14 the suits brought to invalidate the
election of Eugene Talmadge under Geor-
gla's countr unit system, acted on sound
[ legal precedent, a precedent with which
we have no quarrel even though In this
instance It has saddled a neighboring state
_ with an entirely reprehensible governor.
“The Court said, in effect, that the manner
any state elects its public of-
ts own concern, and that, we
it should be.
be hard to find a case involv-
severe test of the doctrine of
than those arising out of
tions. The unit system, as
, is about s undemocratic
t is specifically designed
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iplons hl'a sought to defend 1&
t to the national method
presidents by electoral vote,
logic is strained more than some-
ere is a rough similarity, in that
ity vote in any state carries with
tire electoral vote of that state,
in Georgia a majority vote in any
carrles with it that county’s total
‘This makes'it theoretically pos.
President of the United States

by a minority of the popular
e Talmadge was elected by a
l.he popular vote in Georgla.
still remains a vast difference
systems; the electoral vote is
directly on while the
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have less than two unit votes or more
than six; this means that a vote cast
in the smallest county in the state counts
as much as 108 votes cast in the city of
Atlanta.

Moreover, the unit system has lent it-
self to some spectacular manipulation. In
the case of Helen Douglas Mankin, who
ran for Congress In a district that had
elected its Representatives by popular vote
for many years, it was invoked by local
election officials for the specific purpose
of insuring her defeat. The Bupreme Court
decision apparently condones even such
an obvious steal as that.

The effect of the Court ruling, then, is
to toss the matter back into the laps of
the people of Geargia. Limited though the
franchise may be, the voters there still
retain the power to clean their own house
when they are of a mind to do so. If they
are content to suffer under a system that
periodically installs a demagogue in the
Statehouse, the learned justices have rul-
ed, it Is nobody’s business but their own.

In the end this may turn out to be the
greatest service the Court could have
rendered those Georglans who recognize
Gene Talmadge for what he is. As long a8
there is a chance that some outside agency
(Divine or Federal) will step in and pain-
lessly solve a particularly unpleasant local
problem there is a natural inclination on
the part of the home folks to let it alope.
Four years of Gene, plus the certainty that
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HE North and the South meet again
in & genuinely fateful conflict. The
d of their encounter is the Supreme
} chamber, and the issue Jis equal
nity for the two great regions.

 freight rates. Already pending is the
by Governor Arnall of Geor-

must work out their
own salvation, may yet spell the death of
the county unit system.

A Genuinely Fateful Conflict

the nine Northern States, and never was
greater support given to the Southern
cause. For what the suit says, in s0 many
words, is that the North wll] lose some
of its
competition if the LCC. is pe-rml.ﬂ»ed 10
reduce class freight rates 10 per cent in
the South while raising them 10 per cent
in the North.

The Bouth certainly will agree that this
will be the result of the order. But it will
disagree stoutly with the North's argu-
ment that the result will be improper and
confiscatory. Look, the Bouth might well
say—look who's talking now about con-
fiscation and discrimination. After genera-
tions of competitive advantage, the. North
is talking about unfairness when the ad-
vantage shifis!—Louisville Courier-Journal,

“The Melanehol‘y‘

Peoele’s Platform

Let’s Stop Dilly-Dallying

Editors, Tux Nrws:

AL'HC\N by the City Councll directing IM surveying
of alternate routes for the proposed cross-town
hlihwly is an admission of weakness. The WIIW: had

the right to assume that the Planning Board made
its recommendation only after careful ecnm:m.lun
had been given to alternative routes. As things
now, we are justified in ut eltmer Ine
sufficlent preliminary surveys were made; or, else,
the Council has yielded to power politics.

Must the City of Charlotte be forced to accept &
less desirable route because of the protests of a small
minority of ILl cir.lum! Must the engineers keep
on surveying until they map out & route for the higl
way where the. influence of ine atiected prope
owners will not be sutficlently strong to t con-
struction?

In a recent editorial Tar News commends recon=

moved. On the contrary, I
strengthens suspiclon; and, Il an alternative Toute is
finally accepted, It will be an admission of weakness
or tnetficlency.

Let's quit all this dilly-dallying. Charlotte must
not Jet the opportunity to get this highway be losi.
And the route should be the one which competent,
disinterested engineers recommend. However, do ot
let us make the property owners along the highway
the goats. It isn't fair for all the citizens of Char-
lotte to profit at the expense of the few.

The procedure is simple: Pay the property owners
affected generously for any depreciation the highway
causes. And by depreciation I do not mean just
payment for private property mcquired for the con=
struction of the highway: but also for the lessening
in desirabllity due to curialling or elimination of
parking, etc. Of course there will be a few malcon-
tents whom no amount of recompense will satisfy.
But adequate payment will remove the objections of
all reasonable people.

‘There is more involved in this matter than just
determining the route of one cross-town highway,
Even now there is need for the construction of o
i highways, and the widening of streets. You

be the next pmpeny owner to be the victim of
In

expansion. such event, I wonder if your civic
pride plus pinchepenny payment only for property

sctually sppropristed would keep you from feeling
Victimized?

Maybe I am unduly alarmed. It might be re-
assuring to a lot of us if we were told lpeclﬂul!y ol
what basis owners of property depreciated by cl
provements will be compens: .
—SARAH ORE.

(NOTE: Under the present arrangement the City
‘would nmlhk for the necessary right-of-way. Vllues
would be es ed by an expert appralsal bos
which would m:nslﬂ:r future depreciation (dur!ll!d
desirability as & d-num.l o= 1l as actual value of
the footage Mwlmd-
satistied with th
appeal that would take the matter ﬂnnny into Su-
perior Court for settlement. standard
procedure which has 'nr‘kld well ln Lhe pa h
that that appraisals are usually generous is
by the fact that the ity has rlre.ly Tad o cmplay i
legal right of “eminent dom: —Eds, Tz Nrws),

Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round *

The Question

MONROE

“Editors, THE NEws:
N chber ZB. 1946, in your editorial, “Bootlegging
Also Consumers”, you stated that Police

Chiet uzuuarm ot Chariclte had_announced that a
lite syndeate in this vicinlty sold 41000 cases o
liquor during the past twelve months, costing 3
206377, snd that Chief Littiejohn, hile able to :nm-
pile such mccurate figures on the liquor trade, could
not do something lbuut 1t because the pmhll:m called
for the ultimate in ~operal

How could Chiel | ume)nhn fine these facta of

the liquor sold? Why not Chief Littlejohn, high-
ly trained in criminology and so expert in tracing
murderers and kidnapers, solve the liquor racket
um-mul public co-operation, for the duty is his own?
ese bootleggers are the ludini criminals in
this vlclnny. why not call upon the State Bureau ol
westigation to assist in breaking up the lis
{Iu:k!l.: ‘Weuld public mordls be improved by l!tll
iquor’
This is & pusling problem to me.

—INEZ FLOW.
mgm In nur yes. ABC stores
Increase I wx qur now
consumed in llnehznb

urg, but they could take
u;, fstimated $3,000000 annuay proflt of the liquor
trade out of the hands of criminals and divert it to
ublic purposes—Eds, TH News)

On Strike

‘Editors, Taz News:
PLEASE allow me to express admiration for all
those women and men that T hear over the radio
who are not slaves to appetite to such an extent that.
they, will pay smcker prices for steak and pork chops.
vears old. and in the last two weeks I
have had one pound of frankfurters, and one pound
of hamburger. No chicken. No butter. I am living
on canned milk and cereals and still working very
hard, And I feel very well

‘WADESBORO

—J. G. PHILLIPS.

Real Problem

CHARLOTTE

Editors, THE NEws:
N my own behalf and that of the Mecklenburg
County Girl Scout Council, I want to thank you
for last night's editorial In THE NEws. You gave us
immeasurable help by laying before the ecitizens
of Charlotte & very real problem for us, We are

deeply grateful to ¥

With you benind s n every phase of our work,
our task in the future shnnld prove less didficult than

it has been in the past

—(DIIIS) HARRIET C. R. PURSER.

The People's Plaiform {s available fo any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewritten if

::mc, and on only one :(de at the paper.

ibel a will be d
any!}\lng goes. Each lett:r must I!e signed, al-

ugh, in exceptional cases and upon reguest,
we will yithhold the writer's name.—E l!o:
Tux Nrws,

NSIDE fact about the firing of ace Justice Department
prosecutor John Rogge was that he was ousted on irect
President, Truman.

orders from
Indirectly

discussed his Swarthmore speech in advance
‘Tom Clark, and the latter knew
be loded. Hi

Rogge had
with Attorney General
all about the dynamite \hll Was going to

-l.w the orders came from Senator Burion
‘Wheeler of Montana with reported off-stage promptings from
John L. Lewis.

Justice De

other Nazi prisoners.
GOP And Communists

As_ Assistant Attorney General in
charge of the Criminal vamnn he helped prosecute Boss

Tom Pendergast of Kansas City (the man who put Truman
in the Senate); convicted Gov. Richard Leche of Louisiana
and other members of the old Huey Long gang: tried the

indicted pro-Naz! seditionisis. More recently he had been in
Europe collecting evidence from Goering, Ribbentrop and
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Senator _’Vénﬂénlier'g.
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ml‘lllnn ln the world s

'ne Senator from Michigan ls
for u-elacmm. It ll. a5 he
says, mlhlw the first time that a
United Stal -!cnlnz has been up
for re-election 'll.hmll once wtﬁl\l
his foot in his state during the

1y, his backers lﬂch}ﬂlh e
axp.lolled the theme that he should
supported while he i In the
mml line doing his patriotc duty.
The other day Senator Vinden-
berg recelved a letter from his col-
league and friend, Senator Robert
A Taft of Ohlo, Taft explained

Samuel Grafton

&M'ﬂ'ﬂmmn-hm

ml::‘mmuh;'nunmn
. That was

position on foreign pollcy. 5y

a thousand per

by h 3

lonlsm of Buﬂn
test will lll in whethér ar
can persuade

T of ohcytiem
pects of policy—
the positive expansl

means & §
ing

lenberg,

d
means of implementing & p&lk’ of
irue co-operation.
ENOWN TO TAFT

Vandenberg's mmd Senn ',nr
“Taft, knows all sboul L.
knows how key R:pulﬂ.lnnl in !.ne
House prevented hls vei mild
‘compromise-housing bill from even
coming to te.

mnly. Vandenberg 1s in earn-

est. And he cap be expected to fight
hard to bring the ﬂllhll’dl in his
own party into line with his view
of

The Forgotten Issue

NEW YORK

"I‘HE MOST important domestic
tssue in the coming elections
one which almost no candidate

rive in the §

But though I
speeches _closely,
of an aficlonado in tois Tiie, 1
have heard almost Bo word about

lnl]n- llncuon

fate of last year's snow; an en~
tirely new situation confronts the
farmer.

Neither party s anxious to set
the issue forward squarely, tbe

Democrats being reluctant to con-
cede that & recession may be ar-
riving under their ministrations,
while the Republicans are equally
hesitant, fearing that the public
may come to believe that GOP
opposition 1o controls has had
something to do With the rhythm
of boom and bust.
VOTERS LEFT FLOUNDERING

This bi-partisan shyness leaves

the coming economl

wth Teality, like the ballet.
ODD SITUATION

1t s an odd situstion, to see the
coming recession being debated
extensively in such papers as the
Wall Street Journsl, and the New

or spent issues, which can hardly
be affected, one way oOF Another,
by the election outcome.
Midwestern farmers, for exam-
plc, may vote Republican because
e Republicans were sgainst

follow when the rec
will it, for example, spend

on unemployment ‘ellef and pub-
le vuh to enable city populations
to buylng farm produce at
. reuuv. nigh )mh
the oid

pr\u mll.nn Iu nu vutlnl on the

ganizer of

“Let's walt & while.
be long for this world.
can IDBGIBL you to the Sen:

the voters or want
of lssues on Which to base intelll-
gent voting. In this vacuum, such
issues as the strike question may
become important; 1. e, there may
some the Demo-

be
crala by ear the dis-

they may not, in view of thelr de-
sire to win the 1948 election) but
it would take the courts several
1o Interpret the new legisla-
tlon, as it did with the National
Labor Relations Act, and this Win-
ter's story is not likely to be
changed very much by anything

ca after convening

more likely to afford unemploy-
ment relief, and to try public
works; while the Republicans are
the mare likely o, adopt the Spar-

ey da:
thetr alth I what might be eatied
nature’s remedy.
REFRESHING CHANGE

That  would - be reshing
change from the timid eurrent
campaigning, n which both sides
are avolding the Lssues of the fu-
ture, and looking backward, so
that a number of the candidates
sound like members of & high school
class exchanging talks on how they
spent thelr Summer,

: Truman And Senator Wheeler Fired Rogge

of the OSS In World War I is being g\‘l sport.

about it, but his friends feel anything but frien

the New York Governor.
It all dates back to = conference between Dewey snd

Donovan in the Roosevelt Hotel last August, when the Gen-

eral med Dewey for his support to get lhe GOP nomina-

tion te.

e Donovan the

Wagner s & sick man and may not
‘When his vacancy occurs, then I

knew that various high-pi
tried 10 use in 1940, In:! d! John L.
W'll:e.l!r. Wuld have their tsﬂ. held to the fire,
more, Atiprney General Clark pending speech
TAth at Jtast one other member of the Cabinet

Two days passed after Rogge's Oct. 22 speech was de-
livered and nothing happened. There was no move inside

appes
the Justice Department to admonish him.

“Then, on the second day, Oct. 24, Senator Wheeler called
at the White House and had
Truman. The two men are old friends.
Democratic Benator wi
for renomination.

mr\.hme, Wheeler is a close and lnllmnz friend of

& two-hour conference with
Wheeler is the only
the President openly supported

a8
er's camp ever since. They became even- closer mmﬁ mn

& vhzn bﬂlh vehemently opposed
and when Mr. Wheeler and Kathryn oo
the rica Pirst Committee,

Following Truman's Oct. 24 conference with Wheeler, he
summoned At e te that evening and
ordered John 1 zsued the Ieiter of dis-

Rogge
missal at the unusual hour of midnight that night—on direc
orders of the President.
Note— Rogge has had ons of the best records in the

WWHILE squawking sbout alleged links between Democrats
d Communists GOP National Chairman Carroll Reece
has been significantly silent nwut a Republican-Communist
alliance right in his own backyar

t is the link-up between the mpuhucm Party and p
Communist. Vincent Longhi. e.ndmu Hom New Yorks
Twelfth Congressional District in Brool

Despite interesting police and FBI ‘Tecords showing him
close to the cammnnuu. the Republicans are pushing Longhi
Tor election to Con

Here are some o the things in Longht's reford:

1. He falled to report for induction into the Army, bul
when later he jolned the Merchant Marine, prosecution Wi
dropped,

2. Office manager of the Joint Anti-Fasclst League,
pro-Communist. organization; slso &n officer of the Nadional
Maritime Unfon, which has strong leftist leanings.

3 cAulisied with th e Communist newspaper, “L'Unita
del Popalo.”
Despite all this Chairman Carrdll Reece, while trying to
unist label the

ate.
him that the Republicans were 86 strong
in Nel ‘!ork uut they could sweep any nonentity into office.

between the lines, Donovan's {riends also
Dewey was fearful of Donovans cqlorful personality lnd
national stature, lmludln; his record in two wars.
and his machine still are peevish over the way FDR nll:d
up 70 per cent of l-he veterans' vote In 104,

‘They feel, however, that they can make a deal with the
AF of L and thus mr.k labor's previous solidarity in New
York State. To that Donovan's friends claim that
Dewey mm- a deal with I,he prmldmt and ncnurv-muunr
tate Federation of Labor w scuttle Donovan as
B'nlwﬂll candidate, taking inste: rrln( H. 1ves, dun nl
the School of Industrial lul-um- at Cornel

Donovan, & good sport, has been mmnng Ives cam-

palgn. But & lot of his supporters aren't such good 80
‘ﬂlly are bitter over the knifing Dewey gave Donovan, !nd
they may do & lttle unﬂ:mumu lmmulvu when 1948 rolls
round and the Governor tri his sights once again on

pin the Commu
Longhl.

Dewey-Donovan Feud

JBENEATH the surface all ls not too happy in one ‘wing of
the Dewey campaign headquarters. Gen. “Wild Bil*

Donovan, most decorated hero of Weorld War I and or-

the White House.
those strongly in Donovan's camp during
George Sib-
a

M nuN.n, m-pmmme of llnm:-clnlﬂwn -Mayer;



