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‘Lynn Nisbet, our Raleigh operative,
“has turned In an excellent analysis of
the aleohol control laws in North Caro-
ling, concluding that they add up to
chaos. Some of the statutes. the brain-
children of dry legisiators, are overly
_stringent, while others, enacted at the
* ‘behest of the wets, are entirely too Jax.
Moreover, because licensing powers are
still vested in local governments. there
18 no uniformity throughout. the state.
The result is that law enforcement of-
ficers are largely helpless.

The time has come. as Mr. Nisbet
points out. “to codify and rewrite ex-
isting laws so they would be fair and en-
forceable”. He further notes a growing
gentiment for a wet-dry conference to
sccomplish this worthy ebjective.

In the abstract. it would appear that
there is a good deal of logic in the pro-
posal to bring together ail those directly
interested in the control of alcoholic
beverages and let them thrash out their
differences. But as a practical matter,
such a conference strikes us an invita-
tion to a dog-fall.

The drys are not interested in con-
trolling the flow of aicohol in North
Carolina, they want it shut off entirely.
Their idea of a proper approach to the
problem would be a simple statute out-
lawing the sale. consumption, storage
or removal of liquor, beer and winc.

The White Hope

We never expected to see the day when
we would loock upon Thomas E. Dewey
as a white hope, but apparently it is at
hand. It happened this way:

On Friday night the Republican Par-
ty was offered radio time to reply to
the fireside chat made by President
Truman, and the Party leaders selected
Senator Taft of Chio for the job. The
Senator’s address, which was in his us-
ual vein, may, therefore, be considered
a statement of Republican policy.

Senator Taft tossed the word “Com-
munist” around with his customary
sbandon, and attacked the President's
program as an expression of the. will of
the CIO's Political Actlon Committee,
not of the peepul. He was not very speci-
fic about the removal of price controls,
but he said enough to indicate that he
will, s he has in the past, fight to pre-
vent the continuation of the OFA, or of
the President's war powers, past their
present expiration date of June 30, 1946,

Presumably, then, the Republican Par-
ty, will, = & matter of policy, support
Benator Taft's take-off-sll-controls ap-
proach to reconversion during the com-
ing sesslon-of Congress. With the sup-
port they can expect Trom a good many
Southern Democrats they have an ex-
cellent chance of blocking the Pres-

ident's entire program, as they have .

done for the past three months.
Governor Dewey, &lthough he is. by
virtue of his presidential nomination in

Abandoned Dream

The philosophers of our time, all the
way from the Rotary club orator to the
abstract, thinker of the Agrarlan ‘move-
ment, have praised the virtues of rural
life. The farmer, they would have us
believe, {5 the most fortunate of God's

¢ creatures, & man concerned only with
the wheeling seasons, tht beckoning
stars, the mysteries of budding life.

It comes as something of a shock,
therefore, to find Dr. G. H. Aull, head
of the Clemson College Department of
Economics and Rural Sociology, an-
nouncing his fear of a back-to-the-land
movement and calling upon his feliow
South Carolinians to promote “more in-
dustrial, service and professional oppor«
tunities for farm boys and girls.

Any widespread rush to the farm
would be fatal to SBouth Carollna’s long-
range conservation program, Dr. Aull

_ says, for already the farm population

From The High Point Enterprise:

A Rational Approach

Hus Own Fences

WASHINGTON
ECRETARY of Commerce Henry
Wallace - isn't  tsking  any
chances on bcmx left holding the
Anything less than this, to most of them.,  political bag
is an unholy compromise. the Trum: Ad-

istrath n be~
The liquor, wine and beer people, al- ;‘:;:; L;“ ”

though they have recognized a respon-
sibility for cleaning up their own busi-
ness, do not look kindly upon any law
that restricts their sales. And a good
many of their efforts to obtain favor-
able legislation in the past have been
dubious, indeed.

The gap between these two attitudes
is too broad to be bridged by a confer-
ence, and we have an idea any effort in
that direction would produce little more
than violent language, table-pounding,
and mutual ill-feeling. Both sides, of
course, have a right to present their
views before any extensive revision of
the code is undertaken, but we can't
see that they could accomplish much
by presenting them to each other.

A more rational solution, we think,
would lie in the establishment of a spe-
cial committee of the Legislature, care-
fully balanced between wets and drys
wlth a leavening of impartial members
who understand the difference between
temperance and abstinence. Such a
committee couid hear all the arguments
with something approaching an open
mind. and move toward recodifying the
existing statutes without previous pre-
judice, an approach patently impossible
in a wet-dry conference.

lose out
with the public. :

e contlnues on

excellent  terms
with Truman, but
has elso embark-
ed on a speech-
meking campaign
which, while sup- -
porting most_of
enun-
program, X
makes it plain
that the ex-Vice-President still has
& very forthright political mind o
his own.

It d¢idnt get much attention, but
Wallace made a significant speech
t & Negro fraternity meeting in
Washington the other night which
drew wide scclaim in the Negro
press—a segment of the public that
Bob Hannegan has been worried
about ever since Mrs. Truman toss-
ed aside the question of the D. A. R.
and Hazel Scott, wife of the Nezro
Congressman, who was barred from
singing in Constitution Hall.

Wallace's next talk will be at a
ten-state farm meeting in St. Paul
on January 11. This will be Wal-
laces first farm specch in almost
two years and has more significance
than meets the naked eye. After
January, Wallace will make three
or four specches a month all over
the country. rencwing his contacts
with the hundreds of delegates who
voted for him at tie last demo-
cratic convention, at the same time
checking his political fences eround
the nation.
Wallace doesn't plan to reslgn
from the Cabinet before June,
and when he does he will go out
with Truman's blessing in order
to campaign for liberal Con-
gressmen who will support the
Truman program. This is the
type of campaigning where
Truman is weakest and Wallace
strongest, so there will be no
break with the Truman Ad-
minislraliun—unless
The “unless” res on plans to
get Wallace to m<(i.) before Con-
gress regarding Truman’s recom-
mended Jabor legiclation and the
much debated °ceoling-off perlod.
Wallace is opposed to this, and if
calied hefore Conaress will be forced
to say so—in which case he will
follow customary practice and sub-
mit his resighation. Trouble-makers
on Capitol Hill already are man-
cuvering to put him on the spot.

REJECTION SLIP

Able Secretary of Agriculture
Anderson has come 2 long way
from the day when he went out to
New Mexico meny years ago, suf-
fering from tuberculosis. Attaining
membership in the Cablaet of the
U. S. is quite a climb for a country
boy. There are only & handlul of

1944, nominally the head of the Repub-
lican Party, only last week came out
with the most concrete support the OPA
has received from any source. Recog-
nizing the danger of a great Republican
victory in Congress, which would result
in the abandonment of controls next
June. the Governor called for the im-
mediate drafting of plans for a New
York State rent-control agency to re-
place it.

Now, nobody, so far as we can recall,
ever termed Thomas E. Dewey a liberal,
and few disinterested observers even
label him progressive. The PAC doesn’t
have his ear, and not even Senator Taft
would accuse him of sitting up nights
with a volume of Xarl Marx. His plan
for continuing rent controls on his
own hook stems, we are sure, not from
political considerations, but from his
honest fear of what would happen in
his own state if enterprise became too
free in these troubled times.

It is possible, therefore, that Governor
Dewey will run down to Washington and
have a heart-to-heart talk with his
Party's leadership. And that’s why we
regard him as a white hope; it is dif-
ficult to approach a man who considers
emergency price controls a Communist
device, and we know of no one except
Thomas E. Dewey, endowed as he Is with
the protective coloration of a biue pin-
stripe suit and a gray homburg hat, who
can even get close enough to Senator
Taft to show him the light.

that honor and distinction,

At heart, however. Clinton An-
derson is still a frustrated man.
Most people don't know it, bul his
secret ambilion long was to become
an author.

When he first wenl to New Mex-
ico, Anderson had plenty of time
to write. And he turned out dozens
of magazine earticles, aimed pri-
marlly al the Satwday Evenlng

As fnst as he sent them to

sent them back, Anderson colfec)

a fine assortment of rejection ships
-and finally stopped writing. He
turned to insurance, cattle raising
and politics, in all of which he
has been eminently successful.

‘Fhe other day, however, An-
derson got his revenge. Bearded
Forrest Davis of the Saturday
Evening Post, sometimes nlck-
named  the “Missing  Link,"
dropped in to seo Anderson and
offered him & part-time writing
Job. He sald the Saturday Eves
ning Post could use one article
per month from the Secretary
of Agriculture, and offered 2
very juicy fee.

But the Sccretary of Agriculture.
now one of the busiest men in
‘Washington, sald he had no time
to write. He gave the Saturday Eve-
ning Post a “rejection slip” of his
own.

is far too large for the good farm land -
available! And he adds that farming
has become such a difficult and spe-
clalized calling that “we must Insist
upon the very best training possible for
those who remain in agriculture.”

Dr. Aull spoke only for South Cara-
lina, but his observations apply gen-
erally to the reglon. Farm opportunities
are certain to continue to shrink for
years to come, and, as we discovered
dirring the late depression, hard times
hit the farmer even before they reach
the city-dweller.

No matter how fond our dream of life
in the country may be, it is high time
to abandon It when even the rural so-
clologists join in the cry for increased
industrialization. They may .not have
the charm of broad fields of cotton, but
grimy factories embody our hope of eco-
nomic salvation.

Note—One of the best pieces of
literature written by any Washing-
ton officlal in recent months was
Secretary Anderson’s guest column
for the Washington Merry-Go-
Round last Summer, in which he
found time to express the hope that
some of the neighborly habits of
the war, such as ear pools and vic-
tory gardens. might be continued

~ Too Many Judges?

There was one jtem in Governor R.
Gregg Cherry's report of the year's ac-
tivity of his office which becomes much

" more interesting with the addition of a
bit of simple arithmetic — and which
probably would be stiil more interesting
with the addition of a few more figures
upon which to exercise one’s arithmetic.
We are referring to the statistics of the

“terms of superior court held throughout
the state during 1945.

] Governor Cherry reported that the

“.. superior court judges of North Carolina
conducted a totzl of 213 terms of court
in the 100 counties of the state. Now
let’s see what that means.

‘At the beginning of Governor Cherry's
urm there were In North Carolina 21
‘regular judges, elected by the people: six -
. speclal judges appointed by-the Governor

at his discretion; and iwo emergency
udges, the title held by retired or semi-
_retired.judges of the superior court. But
. when the terms of the special judges, al-
a¥s appointed for two years, ended last
‘Summer. Governor Cherry reappointed
ly: three—saying that there was no
ee far 50 many judges at that time. L
Theré is little ‘doubt in our mind that
‘gverage siperior court-judge did not:-
rt for mcre: than 18 weeks dur-
 year md we are conﬂdent that

. give us the actual figures on this.

- on'the bench than they'] ‘have been doing.:

in times of peace.
BYRNES V8, LEAHY

Jimmy Byrnes' most vigorous
critic inskie the White House is now
Presidential Chief of Stafl Adm.
William Leahy.

When Leahy read the final test
of the Moscow communique, he hit
the cefling. He then burned the
midnight oil writing a blunt analy-
sis of the Moscow decislons for the
President. He even went so far as
to describe Byrnes’ Moscow agree-
ment as a “veritable Munich.” He
also took occasion fn’ the same
White House memo to chastise
Byrnes for the complete breakdown
of liaison. between the White House
and the State Department,
“ Actually the decisions at Moscow
now have Truman's blessing.. Both
Truman and Byrnes, who had been
irritated at each other for weeks,
held a Jove feast aboard the S..8.
‘Williemsburg, Truman's private
vacht, during the new year: week-
end, when Truman agreed: that

.Byrnes had taken the only fea-
sonable course with the: Russians
and British in the Soviet capital::

Admiral Le.\hy is now saying that

the majority of them put considerably
less time on the bench than that. We
wonder if the Governor's office could

We realize that a judge has other
work to do than hoid court. We realize
that the resident or visiting. judge in
such a district as this has véry much
more to do than in less populous and
less legally active districts. But right
now we are discussing the average, not
the exception. And It scems obvious that
during 1945 we did not need even the
number of judges we had, much less
any special and emergency judges.

What will happén now that the war is
over we do not know. But our sugges-
tion to Governor Cherry and the mem-
bers of the legislature is that they care-
fully watch the trend during 1946, and
when the next legislature meets redis
trict the state”so that North Carolina
will have as many regular judges as it
needs—but no more—and then abolish
the speclal judgeships altogether. ?rgn"efnc wmu Hor::s‘: :}:?cgurs'::g

It it fs argued that some et e s s ens
may arise whereby extra judges will be
needed, the reply 1s (1) that e already ~ however. the Breqgent. ﬁ?shmtmm;d
have two emergency judges to ‘handle - him:to stay on. Now :the ‘Admiral
emergencies and (2) that the Tegulars .15 50 upset-over our relations’ with
“can:afford to put!in many more weeks

Russizthat'he ‘'would probably like
b remain unilthey are ironcd.
out.-

men every four vea who attain

o5t
Philadelphia. however. Post em:z;/
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The People’s Platform
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“"The Functioning Of ﬁeﬁm@racym

By CPL. DON BARRON
HAMLET

‘Lm me get into the hornet's nest
S|

tirred by a “working girl of
Charlotte”, T don't know what the
young lady hiad in mind when she
relieved herself of her feeiings in
the letter. If it were only to blow
off steam, to express her opinion.
then the letter wasn't dangerous:
quite the opposite for it's plain
nonsense to ignore the demoeratic
privilege of freedom of speech. And
in what better place than the Let-
ters to the Editor column? But il
her intention was to sway public
support for her views. then it be-

tainly overlooked,

First, she shouldn't overlook ihe
crowd she’s traveling with. Hitler
and Mussolini, when up and kick-
ing. cowld sing just as good “hymns
or hate agalnst unions. Criticism

rade unions Is justifiable. Am
c|ltlc|sm is so. for that matter.
Congressmen, of the National As»
soclation of Manufacturers. of one's
own family, Criticism s as much

part of living as love, But the vio- -

lent denunciations she leveled at
unions is not criticism, They are
honest invitatlons to shul the devil
up. In a manuer of spenking. and
if it were possible. to go back {ram
whence they came, as thoush
they're horrible sores washed up on
beaches from an alien shore.
xactly the same denunciations
ll|08(‘ two wonderful salesmen of
hate spewed upon Germans and
Ttalians and for which these people
are only now beginning to pay the
price of following the false proph-
The young lady is free to criti-
cize, She is not free to use faselst
prejudices for  democratic  yard-

A SHORT DISTANCE

Second, she overlooks the fact
hhu ~democratic princlples govern
ans. ‘Thice out of four peo-
ple working in this country are in
the employ of others. and sixteen
millions of these people are repre-
sented by unions. The particular
democratic principle referred  to
here is . . . the majority rule. And
so it develops. the young lady
doesn't like the way a large. and
perhps the largest. sromn in_this
country chooses to
fairs, From this dislik n.s a
distance to disliking the rules un-
der which all groups conduct thew=
selves. Once a person allows him-
self to become a puppet
disiikes and hates. it's an
short distance to disliking
racy

Third, she overlooks the method
by which the United States goes

war. Congress decides a state of
war “exists and chooses the citizens

democ-

who'll stand between us and
enemy, and defeat the encing. In
short. the people elect to go to war
and then pick the seldiers to figit
the war. Now. verr few of any
growp went the
chance of S:u-,tmg hllcd—?uh the
idea of protecting hls group’s dem-
ocratic right to disagree with an-
other group. Few union members
traveled the high scas merely for

the

most peopl
various cold [as
their
of

e
reality, will
opinions. If she
exchange with a

. more oi

'nahe ‘better choices
Zopics to come.

TO THE EDI{TORS

a chance to come home and return

solve questions like unemployment. Now. I'd like ta say to this pa-
ag: d working_conditions for 5 editers that many ¥
the” benefit of all. The poople de- sill cant make

cided they didn't like Hitler
tions for such problems for he
at one time, have them. And his

lution was to murder Jews.

a nos
understand the  war

ciear

and fixed in
0, this ignorance
s of dejusions—
nless {7 nothing more comes of

and ml111<tcrs
Greeits. brothels for any

and the most Inhumane an
viless persecutlons and tortures
anrone he thought he didn't
Gls, who didn't ow this, and
there arcmillions, probadly etili
domt kno¥ how we were juvolved

his war. But thew ignorance
make tlo reaons for

is i made the

0

=

Iy, stupi
N0 reasen

died s
and. according lo some, be n
Bt @ onces nv‘m"cn fasc
-t political o

L each it 4'n b
The!

HOW IT WORK
Fourth, she overlooks 1
mocracy functions. Simply
It Is Discussion resulting
ment resulting in
she doen't wint o s of ruies
to ork, then inciting (l\.l’chs
amnm Citizens is just as eood
¢ way ta bimng this aboul How
over, 1 she dors want onr ruies to
work then she would urge, as the
first step, ubions ad management
to sit down together and discuss

Mecklenburg
to fieure lis
the war. U~ tremendous
privileges and  luxuries
from the conthet And. m
e county wiil
be mble to o 3ts PAFL I PreseYvIng
our wav of life—the finest set of
political rules man bas jet devised
to rule himself.

ul e able

o
benefits,
wrung

the coming years,

their opposite views, She would Hieo
demand

fair, equitable agreements.
L, . we—consumers,

15, munagement. farmels.
ervbody—have a stake in the de-
cisions” reached between umits  of
our idustrial machine.

Altogether, the yomma lady over-
looks far too much. This i
written to show what a complex
area she so su:ldr\n\_\ stepped Mt

Nate: Cpl. Barvon. a New York-
er wha has been statned i North
Caroiina. has wmounted The Plat-
eeeral times befor

We shall miss
tors, THE

oo,
voier

i
r‘kyqu"m
Nuw

abuse somchc Iy eise i
ry. And this is a good Lhmz For

“lrrelevant, Unfair...”

By CAPT, HERBERT APTHAKER

Burke Davis
Those editorials and columnists

FORT JACKON, 8. C. pave  frequensly decrled  bigat
I have read your paper for @ yet on the first page of your, lssae
considesntle perlod. of time and  of 1 January, 1946, vou: do’much to
have admired your generally pro- vitiate -whatever heneficial effects
grossive editoriale. and some of these may have. For there under
sour columulsts. pasticularly Mr. gloring headlines (Hunt Nearo For
. > Alacl ed the highly du-

bious star white woman who
allcges assanlt. Such hreadlines and
which
the “ethnic
origin of the supposed culprit, . do
nothing  bu! harm .to. the efforts
now going for
feilowship In Amer &
Surely you must be awate o= (he
arguments . offered.: égainst : such
Jourhalism—irreley “unfairness;
invidiousness—which been
urged -a . thousand ' times by all
kmds of ‘secular:and religions or-'

MArTing - your ‘newspape) prlm-
ing: dtems :In: Such’ o' préjudicexpro;
wk(nz mzm\er?

Wh

egro” Was an ‘mportm
er nccd\um

ta create:-true

the first lmm!c boml ed in
fare..” That cam: -ner twn hmkm do

vested,

pent ‘and

produce’ this.nie

interval millio
have : beeri wri]

responsibility for this ul
earthly new ~power §

Yet here in America we have done Ot}
ing about control of atomic energy With

the country.

It has remained the exclus!

possesslon of military men who have co
tinted to manufacture weapons Of W7

with it.

This. it seems to me. points to a serlo
failure on the part of our civil government
both Congress and the Executive. It
almost as though they were afrald to tak

hold of this new force and so.

n a perick

of drift, it setiles into 2 pattern of militay
usage and unquestioned military authoritg

AGAl

NST TRADITION
‘That is contrary to the Americhn traditio
It i3 more nearly in the pattern we ha

come to think of as Fascist.
that it Is the failure of civil government. i1 &

the face of

the-scenes
civil authar:

Secretary of

vast plant at O
Maj Gen.

stored: that
ves had
1aised. Patic
hie e

n storege

estroy

conte:

ised inad
certain
War
permitted entire authol

the atomic project d

ol that

great crisis or
which opens the way to Fascism.

Because in my oplnion this issue shoul
have No. 1 priority when Congress returs
this and several following columns will ko
devated to it and especially
between  military

Robe:

Tespo;

¢t should be Groves'.
swio m

the hombs. oy
goes tnto ihem

Lo ats .u't‘\\ form, wiil last ind

Bertram Benedict

Prospects For
1946 Elechon
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epublican ad

win every doubtiul seat now held
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vacaneles have oW
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other woi
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In the last preceding midstorm election, tho;

of 1942,
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