us from the .mle of Phillp

John L. Lewis and their
the banker who fears tlie
gtlon is rushing -the country
(ptcy.

staunch backing. and with

r. Truman's demand that Con-
cept his fact-finding plan for
strikes or propose one of its
The Senator is readying & plece
on designed to bring loud ho-
“from the minister and the

proposes that the National Labor

s Board be abolished, and that

ve  bargrining be promoted by

ywinig the closed shop. "We must

the open shop and we must

employer and the employee on
same footing,” he said.

might have given the Senstor a
itly higher grade for frankness if
fizd - simply proposed that labor
1§ be outlawed, or that workers be
to join fraternal organizations
 forbidden to strike. These propesals
‘do no more to insure a wave of
cracking than passage of his open
Iegislation.
the Senator is one of the more
darly gentiemen on Capitol Hill, one
refreshes himself by dipping into
‘and Aristotle, and it would not
%o remind him of a little more
history. There was 1918, for in-

‘most- shops were as open as the
with the assistance of pro-
strike-breskers, could keep

them. The background paraileled 19465
a war had ended, prosperity was at
hand, wartime restrictions were re-
moved. In that year 4,113,000 workers
were involved in strikes and lockouts,
a figure that makes today's total look
piddling. And the struck industries were
far more essential than the automobile
plants—coal mines were shut down,and
railroads and steel mills. The wage de-
mands of the day were considerably
less restrained, too; the coal miners
wanted & 60 per cent increase and a
six-hour day. In 1819 the sort of court
orders that halted picketing in the re-
cent “telephone strike went unheeded,
and the Government found then, as it
will now, that there is no legal method
of forcing men tc work against their
will.

The open shop didn't cure the strike
fever in 1919; in fact it only contributed
to the disorder and promoted the physi-
cal violence that has been conspicuously
absent in the current disputes. Em-
ployers in those carefree days could
legally import gangs of armed scabs
and there were pitched battles across
the land—a right smart one in Char-
lotte. as the Senator may remember.

There should be a lesson in this for
Senator Bailey. who depends upon his-
tory for a guide. His plan to emascu~
late the Wagner Act. Instead of strength-
ening it by increasing union responsi-
bility, would restore the labor-manage-
ment relationship of 1919, producing,
we think, the same degree of violence.
Also—and this, we think, is the moral
of the story—it would insure the con-
tinuation of -unrest until natural eco-
nomic forces operated to end it. And
the Senator, we are certain, will recall
the natural force that brought industrial
peace after World War I-—the short,
sharp depression of 1920 that shattered
the great wave of prosperity that could
have carried the country through its
reconversion. It was peace, certainly,
but, then, & graveyard is the most peace-
ful spot on earth.

The Symphony Society

ronfess that there are moments
find the cultural yezrnings of
xm!:y questionable (they come,
when we realize that the local
programs normally offer only a
of jive or hill-bifly) and we are
It gratified that the Charlotte
‘of the North Carolina Sym-
Bociety is doing reasonably well
afinua] membership drive,

.been & rather guiet campaign; no
citizens” have  found a flutist on
p asking for & handout, nor
neWspapers published any pic-
“shapely violinists brandishing

. With s great deal of dignity,
has been selling member-

thc socletr for five dollars you

this year, for the Symphony

One-Sided

Society is looking beyond the current
season and building for a great future
when it can become, in fact, a People’s
Orchestra,

‘With it§ children's concerts, and ils
frequent regular performances, it is al-
ready on the road toward attaining its
stated goal, to bring to all of North Caro-
lina the “chance to hear and to create
good music . . . to give our homes, towns
and cities the vitality of cultured taste
and continued inspiration.”

In time, and with sufficient popular
support, the Society will be able to es-
tablish serious music as a community
of interest for all North Carolinians. We
have no doubt that Charlotte's quata
will be met, but we hope that the bulk of
the funds will come from the five-dollar
memberships, not from the heavy checks
tossed in by a well-heeled few. Money
is important, of course, for the orchestra
cannot continue without it, but it is
even more important to broaden the
base of the audience, to make serious
music the property of all the people.
Charlotte's interest in that worthy cause
will be measured, not in the total con-
tributed, but in the number who con-
tribute it.

Argument

The plaint of the low-wage

manufacturers is, however, not so easy
to waive, and certainly it deserves a
hearing. A worker who arises at a stacked
meeting and proclaims $hat a man who
can’t pay 65 cents an hour oughtn't to
be in business isn’t particularly con-
vineing, nor is the flat and unsupported
claim that North Carolina's textile, to-
bacco and furniture manufacturers
could elevate their minimum wages by
62 1-2 per cent without raising prices.

* There s more to it than that, con-

* sidersbly more, and, although we be-

que.mon has only one side, It is
1 Government, they feel, to
subsistence, at least, to every

lour week will do it.

: with the theory, although we
inclined to question the

ms. except, perhaps, to point
t: there have been -times, and
there will be again, when

t 40 cents per hour would buy

n “eggs.. But, even though infla-
into this discussion, just as
everything eise these days,

' fromi the record of the past
imum-wage - legislation is the
_that will . guarantee fhe

nst_ exploitation -in this im-

| arguments presented

Y.hink' sufficient an- *

lieve, along with the “witnesses" that

general prosperity in North Carolina de-

pends upon wiping out the North-South
wage differential, we are convinced that
it can't be done by waving a wand. This
is certainly the moment to make a step
forward, and an honest examination of
the profit structures of the low-wage in-
-dustries would indicate. we believe, thgt
it could be a long one, but we don't
think it can be measured off the cuff.

The trouble is that both proponents
and opponents of the 65-cent minimum
wage approach it in the spirit of the
Durham “court”; the manufacturers
convince each other that thelr freedom
is 2t stake, and the unlon people con-
vince each other that the economic struc-
ture of the South will collapse without
it. This s easy convincing, and we'd
like to see somebody undertake the far
more difficuit task of selling the general
public the idea that it has a real stake
in determining how far the North Caro-
lina wage level can be permanently ele-
vated in this period of full-production;
and in s_upporung legislation that would

2 {ly ar-
] mlmum wage theory.
tablished ‘at subsistence
estroy initative, for it

those wotkers wha

that end.

Revelations - at : Nuernberg  atfirm  a-
irange one-sidedriess of the Hitler per-

© eoriality. When -power brought oub theé

wt;;st in his nature, there was nothmz
€. 5 :

“g" me
der,
bach and
man.

Schwellen-
Steel-

Falriess

and Murray ]eﬂ:Y
the White Hou:
after their 10113 wage battle hut
Saturdey, the steel .executive in-
vited the labor chief to get into
his limousine, Then the two men
rode around the block a couple of
times chuckllng over the way Sece
TN r _Schwellenbach
seemed Je:)nus of John Steeiman,
'I‘r uman’s personal labor edviser,

nd how both joggled elbows with
John Snyder, the St, Louis banker
who is supposed to be the war re~
converter.

At that particular moment, the
two men who had been at the ope-

site ends of the argument for
weeks seemed closer together ner-
sonally than the thre “Trum:
negotiators — though actually me
day's dickerings had not budged
them by many fractions of an inch.

PLAY-BY-PLAY ACCOUNT .
Here is the play-by-play account

of what happened.

When Fairless and Murray were
first. invited to the White House,
they expected to see the President
himself. However, Saturday morn=
ing. both rect

10 John Sn; .
arrived. they found the three *
men—=E&nyder. Schwellenbach
Steelman — waiting for them. Sny=-
der informed them that the Presi
dent would not see them at once,
but would be available if he were
needed, (He had spent an hour
that morning posing for a family
phooosmph) A short time later,

he entire conference moved from
Snydzrs wing of the White House
to the Cabinet room.

Snyder began by asking the two
men if elther had changed his po-
sition since their conference broke
up the day before in New York,
Both Murray and Fairless said
there was no change. Fairless said
U. 8. Steel had gone as high as it
could go by offering an increase
of 15 cents an hour,

Murray pointed out that he
had cut his demand from 25
cents an hour to 191/2 cents,
He also peinted out that the
steel workers were still engaged
before the War Labor Board in
a year-long argument over a
5-cent an hour increase’ still
undecided, but certain to go to
the unfon. He urged Fairless to
throw thai increase into the
current negotistions to stave
off the strike. Murray sald he

was willing I/o ylcld 2 cents o(
the § due fo the union in
War Labor Bolrd Ht!gltlun K
Falrless were willing to vield
on his present proposal of a
15-cent increase.

Falrless, however, did not yield.
He explained that his company
had a rough time getting the other
steel companies to go along with a
15-cent Increase and that several
had done so under considerable

pressure. Both Bethiehem Steeland
TDm Girdler's Republic Steel are
among who bucked U. S.
Steel hardest on this.

Meanwhile, Snyder, Schwellen-
bach and Steelman sat together
pleading for someone to yield, Seve
eral times Snyder tried to put the
heat on Murray to cave in. Steel-
man and Schwellenbach failed to
join with the reconverter on this.
They sat silent.

BEE TRUMAN

Finelly, after more than two
hours of ergument, the three “S"
men trooped out of the Cabinet
room and into Truman's office, Ten
minutes later, they came back and
escorted Fairless in to see the Pres-
ident.

Truman then gave Fairless &
straight-from-the-shoulder lecture.
He pointed out that the national
interest was at stake, that the Ad-
ministration was being generous to
the steel corporations by offering
a $i-a-ton pricc_increase. and that
the country couldn'z afford to let
the strike star

Fairless pleadcd that he had no
authorization from the industry 0
go any higher than 15 cents an
hour. This, incidentally, is what

n had warned Fairless would

Shaken by Truman's tough attl-
iude, Fairless asked for time to talk
the situation over further wilh his
coileagues in New York. He gaid
Le needed until Wednesday to get
this done. The three "S” men then
entered and escorted Fairless back
to_the Gabinet room.

‘While Fairless had been talking
to Truman alone. Steelman. and

Schwellenbach hoth talked 1o Mura "

ray \Tparatel), trying to convince
him that they were supporting his
case.

Then -the three Truman aides
escorted Murray in to the Presi~
dent. Truman asked Murray if
there was a chance of settlement.
Murray told him that the
chance “rested in the sieel com-
pany’s making a decent offer which
would restore some of the lost
take-home pay to the 70,000 mem-
bers of the union.

Murray had informed the White
House before the meeting that if
the steel strike was settled, then all
CIO unions would. delay  their
planned walk-outs until there could
be further = negotlations. - Murray
told the President that.the.:steel
carporation was _ the . piper
played the tune Ior all big busiiess;
that if “Big Steel” made.a Teasen-

able agreement,: the: electrical ap+

plance producers,. the: meat: pack+
ers,. glass makers, the ‘Auto: manus
* facturers would Tollow suit.

Quofe, Unquote

The: veleran Who lesméd in war.
o tlm moral - and : physic
to be: gained  from  being:
Cotoa close\y kit team
and - will ' provide: an
source  bf . energy  for cor
mi e

that:

strength’ -
=

Dorothy Thompson

Beyond The G. |. Demeonstrations

- NEW YORK
THE right to gripe is the priv-
ilege of Americans, and fo gripe
en masse in public demonstrations
an anclent habit.
The American
people are hardly
panic - stricken
about the vocifer-
ous G. I demon-
strations occurr-
ing wherever
thers are occupa~
tlon armies, nor
would they sup-
port punishment
of soldiers. exer-
cising the right of
“free speech” and
“free assembly. )
The army chieftains. in immediate-
ly deciding against punishment,
are doubtless acting wisely.

Nevertheless, the demonstratians
are extremely serious, not only for
what they reveal to us, but for
what they suggest to others. This
is a world in which great powers
are out for themselives, and m whicn
spheres of power are bei
ed and consolidated. Smce all power
is relative, every extension of the
power of one is at the cost of the
power position of others. It is &
world in which smaller states are
falling into the power-complexcs of
the larger voluntarily or by ceercion.

CALCULATED RISKS

Every action taken by great pow-
ers is taken on calculation of risks.

Observing the behavior of our
armies, from Maniia to Frankfort
to Paris, no power will be discour-
aged against greater boldness, and
the weaker states will begin to
count the U. S. as completely out
of the picture,

There is, for instance, Soviet pres-
sure on Turkey. Russia might re-
strain herself there and elsewhere,
if unilateral action seemed in any
wey dangerous, but when large
bodies of American soldiers are

at

cist and Soviet theory and policy.
Communist caiculations have al
ways been that war in “

versities over experienced veterans:
in which political zducation bns

imperialist” nations hastens the dis=
integration of their social systems,
and international comintern agents
aré standing ready, to fan any
sparks of discontent that show
themselves.  The "American Com-
munist ine that “the Yanks aren't
coming.” which continued until the
attack on the Soviet' Union. is now
“the Yanks aren’t staying.”

The conception that the Soviels
are opposed to American isolation-
ism—now that participation is no
longer a necessity of Soviet Gefense
—is most naive. There is nothing
they wish more warmly than our
withdrawal from the Far East and
from Europe. The idea that they in-
sisted on the U. S. A. as the seat of
UNO in order that American in-
terest in world organization should
be sustained can only be entertain-
ed by those who have not been
closely watching Soviet and comin-
tern moves. The Soviets want UNO
as far removed from Eurasia as
possible, for in Eurasia they are
steadily building their own United
Nations system. which, as Molotov
candidly said, fs the oniy form of
multi-national state or federation
which will work.

OPEN HOUSE

Meanwhile, since UNO
power whatsoever over Soviet polic:
either to influence or restrain jt—
iet it babble as it will—in Hyde
Park or anywhere else sufficiently
remote from the places where real
actions are occurring. So let the
United States as host keep open
house to all wha come and go with
diplomatic passports.

The rumblinz among G. Is is the
inevitable resuit of creating a class
army. in which thousands of young

men were comumisstoned out of uni-

3

The People’s Platform

jeering publicly and
their officers, Russia, and the rest

orld, will consider us a
negligible element.

lomacy, which has stazed
little -but a series of defeats, is still
trying to secure some measure of
independence for the Eastern Eu-
ropean States, exert infiuedce in
Latin America, frame a policy to-
ward Spain, and persuade Greet
Britain to modify certain tmperial
policles. But neither Communists,
Fascists, nor Imperialists need be
Tesponsive to American suggestions
or pressures, under present condi-
tions.

BOVIET THEORY

‘The disintegration of western In-
dividualistic societies fits into Fas-

been all but istent; in w

the peace program s, from an
American view, unintelligible as
either realism or idealism: in which
cushy jobs in UNRRA, OWI, WP
and many other agencies won all
the privileges of an officer with
none of the dangers; in which dis-
ciphne and decorum once the war
®as over were hardly better main-
tained by officers than by men, as
the grab for villas. girls, champagne,
cameras, sifted downward into open
black market operations ali within
the concept that conguerors who
owe notiing lo an enemy people.
owe nothing either to their own
hotior.

Add to these confusions and in-
austerities the immediate cause of
Ulc demon,slrinon& This country

which

contrasts: the Soviet
and:the Unilted Sh.iﬁ ln the matter

military “traf
‘ness must have’
23 he ‘said toodhye 1o’ his: Russia
RUSSIAN: CONSCRIPTION
In Russla all youths are conscripted &t -
the age of seventeen for a' minimum of
three years of milltary training ‘and a max=
imum of seven yun. They are. subject to
call at my
ne of ltuck on our own miu
that nnds the most immediate mpom??s
the suggestion That the brass hats want la
keep -85 many men in uniform- as possible
so they can maintain their present: high
rank, Our tradition s so anti-militarist
mnt we are immediately suspiclous, when
has ended, of the pescetime ambi=
tkms ot military men. B
FIGHT FOR RANK
Of course, there's a fight to keep rank.
It bhappens after every. war. And it may .
related to estimates of the size of our
forz.-es overseas. In both the Army and
the Navy some high- rxnk.mz officers have
done a lot of foolish king about the =
-bases we are to man in vanou,z odd cor-
ners of the world.
ut before we stampede In mad pur-
sull of the wicked "brass” we ought to
remember that we—meaning the elected
representatives of we the people In Con-
gress—have never provided an adequate
peacetime army for a - with our
world responsibility and world
While the

times
of pesce like a defective stepchild who
must_be kept out of sight.

Human nature is human nature in uni-
form or out. Before the war many of our
generals were stuck In Greary Army posts
on tiny salaries. The litile woman was
doing the washing herself. Overnight they
were rTocketed into positions' of authority
over_men and money.

e way out of the present mess does
not le in stripping ourselves of all our
power in order to punish “the brass” A
sane approach will not be based on any-
thing so petty,

mn require for many years the
maintenance of larger armed forces
than any previous army of peace-
limes, and aithough this has been
known for vears. and although the
war has been over for months, no
one has yet any notien of ho\w uu:
Government intends to raise
forces. The G. I. [ears therefnrt
that he is stuck for years, il not
for life.
DISCREDITED UNIFORM

Universal mulitary training, it is
sale to predict, has been shelved
Certainly G. I. reactions abroad
will not ald it now, And if the Gov-
ernment does not quickly propose
the recruitment of occupation forces
from volunteers, under a program
offering equslity of opportunity to
men of sll soclal origins, as well as
education, geod pay, end reguler
furloughs, even that will be dif-
ficult, For when the uniform of a
country ceases to be a high distinc-
tion, few wish to wear it

The Housing Shortage

By JOE W. McLANEY
Pres. Charlotte Wholesale Lumber
Club
CHARLOTTE
The writer called a meeting yes-
terday of the wholesale and retail
lumbermen of Charlotte to discuss
action that might be teken to help
relieve the housing shortage here
and throughout the nation. The
consensus of opinion was OPA'S
price control of lumber has broken
down to  non-enforcement.
There 15 already Infiation of lum-
ber prices through lumber boot-

< President.’

leggers. Honest wholesale and re.
tall dealers as unable to get Jum-
ber for legitimate distribution. The
people that are getting lumber are
paying above celling prices and tak-
mg lumber improperly seasoned and

: the buildings they erect
“ll) never be satisfactory and will
constantly need repair. The peaple
that buy from lumber bootleggers
are being defrauded twice—paying
too much and getting low quality.

ANOTHER MEETH\G .
We have ~suggested to our re-
spective national {het

S | Grafton

Human Nature
In The UNO

. NEW YORK
T I8 fascinaung to waieh the manner in
which the political characteristics of
the delegations to the United Nations Or-
ganization in London cxpress themselves.
. The Russians behaved in
an Uuminstingly Russian
© way during the business
of "picking the President

L of the

name of Trygve Lie, Nor-

way's foreign minlister, in

nomination. This caused

rapid shudders to run

through the British and

delegations, |

A sirce’ the Assembly's rules

call for a secret ballot, and the Anglo-

American delegates, with their strict, pre-
te sense of law. did

legation’s vote could be considered secret,

once it had made & public nomination. .

GROMYKO WAITED
But Mr. Gromyko had a promise’ of
American support for Mr. Lie: at the end
of his speech. he waited, apparently,
the American delegation
nomination. The Americans
th had been supporting A
enough. by rounding up votes :fo
they had been campaigning, in‘the: cha
acteristic American  political. . convention
fashion, but they were not going:to break
their own interpretation- of ‘tlie .Assembiy’s
. The . nomination . was :therefore  secs
Poland, . the : Soviet “Ukraine and
mark: after. whicli the Russisn délegns
uan, ssemg aclisnce w tum the: meeting

sat

an industry wide meeting be called

“‘and a7 resolutlon” drawn © that” all

may: subsciibe . to - staling to” the
Teconversion
OPA;:and : Congress “ that  due " o
labor being " unwilling w - work dn

directar; -

n\m-r {07 1t. proposed. um“

ced by arclamauon

the woods and

plate . lack: of enforcemem of OPA,‘
‘regulations; there {5 already pﬂce,

_inflation of imber and that if O

Bel:lum

: cmumns e: be

for him. without nomination:
demomu'mans

tratning and ngury prepared- -

not see how any



