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Henlem the Budeten - organiser
who paved the way for Hitlers
Czechalovnkia,

to
by the, first division.
RUSBIANS PARADE
vuwnn Rumian troops pa-
through the city amid the
wild wsl;olm of the populace, which

take | Joat

account, in
three-day b.m. with ths Nesis.
*Tha ead and wounded are s0

tter
\\Neo oducte
at fulfills eve vy
of the

many they still sre uncounted,”
declared Vlcllv Capek, kesman
for the Cwech Natlonal, Commit-
toe, in describlng the It major
battle of the European war, which
ended at’9 A. M. todsy when the
Crech flag ~was houml over the
last German atrong point.

The refugee crnwded clty—lub
European -capital to be liberated—
erupted in a mad outburst of re-
Het and joy sfter the firal re-
connaisaance elements of the So-
viet Army had raced into Praguc
from the northwest at 6 A. M.,
after a 35-mile overnight aprint.

Fur-capped  Russlans,  looking
tike Danlel Boones on motorcy-
cles, were almost mobbed by the
exultant throngs, Every Red Army
vehicle s0on was overflowing with
pretty Czech glﬂs—whom the GI's
have voted "heat looking In

Europe.
FLEE TOWARD YANKS

Westward from Prague
Amerlcan lines at Pilsen stretehed
n 45-mile columm of hroken Cer-
man_troops flecing toward Yank
positlons to escape belng taken
prisoner by the Russlena.

Among them were thousands of
8. 8. troops, whom the Csechs
ccuse of slanghtering thousands of

unermed boys4ind men In the last
‘| three days, and of herding wom-

en and children befor® their tanks
flto protect thelr, vehicles from Lhe
Patriots’ (re.

Tn the SG-mile Mne of glim Ger-
mans streaming toward Pilsen were
scoren of colonols and personnel-
many of them hoofing it along the
highway whh barefooted privates--
and bundreds of wives and children
of Cierman occupgtlon traops. try-
fpg to tide on Alifpldated cars and
carts in this long eohimn of woe
end ved-faced distress.,

Thousands of Cerman  earpet-
§ [brggers and farmers with  (hely
families were fn Uhal column, snd
cvery German in Caechoslovakia
ensl of Pilsen nppeared headed for
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the mlch or for -American Iines.
e worried Germans held on to

thair arms unt!l they reached Yank
outposts five miles from Pilsen.
THROW AWAY ARMS

Under orders from the doughboys
of the Second Infantry Division and
tank mep of the 16th Armored Di-
vlllon. they then begnn t.hruw\ns

hclmeh BM

masks, binocul cameras

along the rvndalde, \mLﬂ it looked

Hke a Nazl armory. Olvillan men
and boys pawed over this loo

T rods to Frague this. morning

with three other

Ivan ("Cy™) Paterman of.the Phila-
delphia Xnquirer, Tom Henry of the
‘Washington Star, & veteran of the
last war, and Harold Austin of the
sydnay Morning Herald,

hours to push our Way
thro\xgh the fully armed German
convoys from Pilsen to Prague, and
pundreds of German soldiers who
had celebrated the collapse of
Germany'’s world emplre dreams in
an alcoholle debauch were sleeping
off thelr last debacle In the mea-
down along the way.

But thelr columns on the voed
were orderly and surly as ever. Ab
lerst cvery other vehicle contained
& Geyman woman soldier: or nurse
or sweetheart.
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and 14 s Munolrsﬁ to Dbeat
anallier to death

Kesaelring waﬁ asked 1f he
thought the Gorman Army could
nave fought batter without Hit-
ter's “Intuitlve" leadership,
“To give justice to Der Fuehyer”
he said, "I must sny he was o
gentus operations  senae
conception.  Sometimes, however.
lhu Jdeas of genitus ars misunder-

one

"I 'tmly regret that Deor Fuehrer
had to direct Qermany's mllltmy.
politicel and economis lfe,
wRs _overtax by the welght ol
s burdens.”

Disccussing the war In General
Kesselring  declined to offer any
specific criticism of Allled strategy.
He singled out Fleld Marshal
Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, Gen.
George S.- Patton and Afr Chiel
Sir  Arthur Tedder amgpg the
Allled commanders who had won
his respect and admiration. He
teferred to the Field Marahal as
“Monty.”

Kesgselring recalled # statement
by Montgomery that whoever had
the nupmor alr force would win

tha

"As nn old. Luftwaffe soldler I
cannot deny the truth of those
words,” he sald, “Dive
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and terror attacks on civillans
and heavy bombardment were our
undoing.”

Ho sssérted the Germans “never
did emcnsln tho fdea of using

“Wa are not as bad as you be-
lleve us to be” the Marshal
added. Hc followed up with these
assertion:

It 15 Im[msalbln that the QGer-
mans dressed in  American uni-
forma in the Ardenncs offenslve.
‘There are unwritten laws we dll
observe.”

“Y have scen an extreme in-
crease in the ablilty of Amerl-
can and Englsh soldiers In com-
bat, Wa have aiways spoken of
our nggressors with the greatest
catoem. We are not content with
the oustoms of New Zcalanders,
but every peopla have thelr cus-
toma.”

“With enowgh Germen soldlers
in we could have hald
Ldne. But In six
yearsa mlnr quallty apd number
decling

¢ dnnt know why we dldn’t ‘in-
vade England after Dunkergue.
Personally I wasg for it. We should
have dome it

“Soldier to soldler, I cen only
say that on the other slde Jeader-
ship hao been very skilful and
ndnpmble to all events. At least

can't say nnything agalnst the
ukill of Genoral Patton.”

Hesselring told newsmen he had
hmktn a long precedent by talking

to thes

o1 had always essaped them be-
fore ‘this—this armistice,” be eald.
“Plesse in your storics to the
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