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LONDON—(F)~The Russians
have captared Poxnsn In Poo
Iand, Marshal Sialin announced
tonight.

By ELMONT WAITE

U. 8. PACIFIC FLEET
HEADQUARTERS, Guam —
(AP) — American Marines
reached the summit of Mount
Suribachi at the southern tip
of Twd Jima today, and began
a renewed drive on the central
air field after repulsing two
Japanese counter-attacks,

The Stars and  Stripes - were
ralsed over the voleanlc Suribachi
fortress 97 -hours after the costly
invaslon began ond Marines bes
gan cleaning out Japanese  stiil
- clinging to the crater with flame-
throwers,

COBTLY FIGHT

Little progress was made clse-
where In the most costly flght in
which the Marines have ever been
engaged—s  fight that cost 5372
Amerlcan casusltics, Including 644
dead, in the flrst thres

Amerlcan foreea on the west-
ern slde of the tstand from
the rear lant night, They were
mopped up on tho beschea this
Etereing.

Corrter slterafl  gweeping  over
the Bondn Islands in - protootive
sweeps to eliminnte repoated en-
cmy attacks en American shipg
ansembled off Iwo shot dowh
Japanese plansa.

Surmounting of Surlbschl wea
the brightest spct -In the entire
Iso campotgn.

The Leathernecks won command
of the 568-foot height from which
the Japancse had cast down a
deadly mortar end artifiery flre
on other Marlnes spread ont over
the south third of the cmbattied
fsland. Its capture effminated the
threat to the rear of three devil-

U. s

. MARINES HIT THE BEACH ON IWO JIMA
ging equipment, while others “go over the top”
Smoke of artillery or mortar fire
Press pholographer on assi

—Fourth Division Marines dash from landing craft, drag-

of sand dunes as they hit the beach of lwo Jima. Monday.

rvises in the backgrou nd. ‘This photo was made by Joe Rosenthal, Associated

gnment with the warlime still picture pool. (AP Wirephoto).
%

LONDON — (AP) — Rus-
sian troops, having almost
encircled fortress Guben i
an eleven-mile smash through
reinforced German lines, to-
day were reported massing
along an arc 30 to 50 miles
east and southeast of Berlin
for an end-the-war stroke
triumphantly heralded by
Premier Marshal Stalin.

“Complete victory over the
Germans now is near,” Stalin
declared last night in a spe-
cial order of the day which
said the great Russian Win-
ter offensive had already sost
the Germans more than 1,-
180,000 killed or captured.

The Moscow Radlo early today
followed up the alin order with
= German-langusge broadeast de-
claring “the sero hour has struck”
and added that “dissolution of the
German srmy in the Esst is fn
full swing” .

“I B up o the Germen
poopde . the srmy omd. fes-
torlss té step fths war” the
Brapslenst sald. “Peace will nob
zfnggszsas&a UL We gea~

Stalin sesterday  asserted  that
Sovlet: amd  Allled armies have
co-erdinated thelr offensive opera-
tions snd are “successfully com-
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By JAMES M. LONG :
PARIS — (AP) — German broadcasts said tonight that
Gen. Eisenhower had started his “grand scale offensive”.
toward the Ruhr and Cologne, had bridged the Roer River
at several places and advanced two miles east of the river in
shattering power with tanks, artillery and infantry,
Supreme Headquarters- maintained complete silence on
any new attack. The Germans said the big push had been
preceded by & three-hour artillery barrage by “thoussndas of.
guns.” The enemy said the attack was on a 85-mile front
all the way from Roermond to Dueren and was mounted b}
the American Ninth and First Armies. 8
MAIN BRIDGEHEADS
The Germans said the main bridgeheads were at these
points: . B
L Birkendorf, a suburb of ruined Dueren about
a mile north of the cily proper. This was sald to be
the largest bridgchead and the ememy said Lt. Gem.
William H. Simpsen’s Ninth Army shock troops had
turned south and penetrated the outskirts of Duerem’’
Birkendor{ is 21 miles southwest of Cologne. ;
2. Gevenich, two miles east of the Roer and northe
east of Linnick. The town is 26 miles west of C
and 13 from the Rubr rail and industrial center of
Muchen Gladbach, e
3. At Selgersderf, three miles southess! of Juchic§
and 22 miles southwest of Celogna, - . oA
At Linnich (pop: 5,000), the Aljes were IGl;g e
from the heart of & hen Gladbach, Rubr %
and rail center. Linnich and its sister foriress cities
Dueren and Juelich on the Reer were but ‘piled of red
bricks as the result of months of Allied artillery and ai#
bombardments, .
At Dueren (pop: 39.000), the U, . Ninth Army was
20 miles from Cologne. The Allies moved up to its western
edge last December. Between Linnich and Dueren, the
Germans have built three earthen defense lines. The whole
Roer River sector is_bevond the Siegiried Line which

dog divisfonz atiempting to drive . |has been breached totslly by 35 miles in the Aachen ares;
north where the matn strength of ® ° The Germans said the Roer offensive started with &
the encmy garrison is dug in. 5
Chester W, Nimltz con- Sce ALLIED TROOPS on psge B ¢
Eca MARINES on page 8
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TAKE ‘IMPREGNABLE' PILL BOX—Marines dig in after taking an “impregnable” enemy pill box on Iwo
RILLED o N he Mari in the. co N oi " : . f
Sgt. Lonnie R, Tarmer (center background). The Marine in the. center ix dig ging a fox hole. Lying around are bodies. some in the
’ PRISON open. some partly covered by sand, Photographer Joe Ro senthal, also made the picture, (More Iwo pictures on
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