ind how Mr. Jol’msoxk1
hu time scelns that ‘the

balanced by the stream of
g i, would. be disturbed
spectacle. From the book-keep-
point “the loan does appear
“for sguick glance at the Fed-
ce sheet indicates a condition

o sly ‘close’to bankruptey.
¢ are; however, & few factors in-
other than the desirability of
‘two columns of figures come out
is probably true that we cannot
e $6.maintain such a tremen-
unbalanced budget and that
the Federal Gov: like

Ty ew k
‘erection of school houses, reputable bus-
. ingssmen’arose by the thousard to an-

nounce that he was sowing a whirlwind
But, & .few years later, when.the Jap-
anese sank our fleet at Pearl! Harbor
and the Germans seemed to be on thelr
way to these shores, these same busi-
nessmen applauded when the President
grabbed off billlons at a time for the
construction of airplanes and tanks.

We can only conclude, that the aver-
age citizen's fear ‘of natlonal banruptcy
increases with his sense of security,
which is natural enough. Thus it appears
that Mr.
error of thinking of America as & tight,
safe island, cut off from the world and
capable of independent existence. If it
made no difference to us whethet®Brit-
ain. foundered or not, whether she be-
came a customer or a competitor, then
in all logic, we should use the four bil-
lion dollars, as he suggests, for housing
veterans.

It is to see an honest and

the rest of us, will have to pay
vy - penalty for living beyond its

,-any discussion of Federal
has to begin with the need for
spending, or lending. Back in

‘days when Franklin Roosevelt was
habit of dipping into the Treas-

2 long, fitrul 1945 session of Con-
_has ended, and the weary solons
their way home for Christmas,
we hope, for a few weeks of rest
ntemplation. The gentlemen will
-a'great deal to think back on.
&n-inverted sort of way the year
& great resurgence of Congression-

branich for so long, died, and his

", Tecentiy elevated from & Sen-

 seat himself, heid out a huge olive

‘%5 he approached the Capitol to

' ‘the program-—essentially a con-

tion. of the New Deal—which he

d would tide the country over from

. The Congress, released

rambunctious, promptly bit his
hand.

‘four months since the end of
the gentlemen have had 2 field
jecting every major recommenda~
-made by the new President, jump-
party lines with marked agility,
gonerally contributing their share
 confusion in which the whole
n of an orderly reconverxmn seems

¢ heen lost.

the international field, where the

is as great, or greater, thev

A Great

0. Max Gardner, North
X ’: former governor, to the Com-
Palestine : a5 “a happy
Gudner, The Istaelite

rebirth of a Jewish Palestine.
North Carolina’s

‘War 1 execuilve, was among the
peﬁdon President Wilson to join
1 in - guaranteeing the Balfour

tion.
‘Anterest .of these North Caro-

proper concern over an unbalanced bud-
get leading Mr. Johnson into isolation-
ist bypaths. And to realize that four
months of dublous peace could wipe out
the vision of onme world, for which we
spent most of the-275 billion dollars
showing red on the books, and a good
many lives.,

Congressmen

Congressman can look back over the
year with some pride and satisfaction.
The rumbling of isolationism is sound-
ing again, but generally the Congress
has gone as far as a weak Administra-
tion asked it to go.

Even though the Congress is due a
large share of blame for the present
domestic mess, the gentlemen are more
to be pitled than censured. Their con-
fusion was ng greater than the citizen-
ry's, and perhaps they were, after the
democratic fashion, simply representing
as best they could the diverse and con-
flicting views of the people of the Unifed
States, who have no more idea where
they want to go than the Congress has.
The Congress, after all, is primarily one
of the checks in a system of checks and
balances, and national leadership is
properly the function of the Chief Ex-
ecutive, a man who has displayed &
rather extreme reluctance to accept it.

At any rate we extend greetings of the
season to the homing Congressmen, and
we hope that a brief rest and a fleet-
ing contact with the grass roots will
clear their minds, settle their doubts,
and send them back to Washington, re-
freshed and prepared for the monu-
mental job they have been postponing
ever since V-J Day.

Precedent

linians in matters that are physieally
remote from the affairs of the state and
in which they have no personal concern,
is certainly a measure of their states-
manship. Political considerations calor
their actions not at all, for no candi-
date has ever had to take into account
the effect of the Jewish vote in North
Carolina. They are moved by their own
humanity, and their realization that the
fate of Jewry is the proper concern of
every man who professes the Christian
faith.

We agree with The Israelite’s estima-
tion of Mr. Gardner’s appointment. The
ex-Governor is a man of great abllity,
and, with no political strings attached,
he will, we think, contribute materially
to a settlement of the delicate Palestine
problem.

' The Winston-Salem Journal:

Juvenile Death Penalty

public prints have it that the
Carolina Supreme Court has af-
“the death sentence passed upon
.14 or 15 years old when he, ac-
to the ‘jury verdict, committed
tal criine.
guch sentences and amrma-

be a “hard-boiled” young gamin who Is
difficult for his elders to handle, and
that he is a definite menace to society
does not affect the validity of the con-
tention that he is immature and ir-
responsible. It may be argued that some
children of this age by reason of their

thereof, this and other
_Btate have long, protested.-For-
tely, when ‘the courts impose such
erices . anon,  the ‘Governor usually
tes them. We sincerely trust that
nor R. Gregg Cherry will thus act
case ot the Btate against this
age bo;
i} me xtaudpolnt of legal tech-
ty the courts may feel bound to
affirm capital sentences
those defendants, regardless of
proven acts closely conform
definition of criminal acts

Bes ‘the” truth that a 14 or 15-
boy is" immature mentally as
sically-~that he is not under
this State responsible for

schicol—that he cannot
ime: or Bummer vacation

elfare department, -
these’ and -other restric-

‘teens :the :Btate ‘of

proclaims that s child
by no means an’adult —
emat!muny ir-

mental and S 8T€ S
old mentally as some persons several
years older. Actually In most cases such
boys have simply become a bit more
cunning through experience. Ne child
of 14 or 15 is mature in the truest sense
of the word.

Governor Cherry, we are.confident,
will prevent the execution of a death
sentence against this boy, even though
his crime was a heinous one. Buj Isn't
it about time that we revised our laws
or legal procedures to preyent the sen-
tencing of mere children to pay the
supreme penalty for capital crimes?
These crimes, however much we may
attempt to dodge the responsibility, are
in the last analysis the crimes of adults
who have given to such youngsters a
bad heritage or have neglected to gulde
them a-right.

Back in the red schoolhouse, mathe-
matics was a fairly simple science. This

thing of two kinds of arithmetlc, labor -

an ar
was before our time,

The latest thing in the skies, the B-38,

187 called already obsolete by plane
theorists. It recalls 2 weak sister among
utomobiles of a bygone day, of whith
it was said it ‘w: d aecond

Johnson has fallen into the

-declared

. the fact is

He has
away ﬁghting. hb old clothes nre
moth-eaten,  an he  deserves
something to WEB!‘ Getting them
for him. however, may n-
other matter.

Bottleneck of the enﬂrc proh-
lem boils down to lining 1
clothing for men must have line
ings. This means rayon and cot-
ton. present the wool and
worsted situatfon  is  improving
and there probably will be al-
most enough for I

But rayons and cottons are dif-
ferent. In the first place most of
their production was ellocated to
war uses and it takes some time
to get mills reconverted. Second,
and here is where the sex prob-
lem comes in, most of the rayon
and cotton now available for
clvilian use has been going to
women,

In other words, women are get-
ting the rayon blouses, the slips,
the undles and other things they
like to wear. Meanwhile the much
more prosaic but absolutely neces-
sery ‘lining for men’s suits is left
out In the
hoslery manufactureds
msking for, and getting, a lot of
rayon poundage for stockings, de-
spite the fact that nylon is com-
ing back.

WHY WOMEN GET BREAK

Chief reasons for this channel-
ing of clothes to women, despite
the needs of -veterans, are:

1. Higher prices and more prof-
its In  women'’s arel. Men's
clothing manufacturers blame this
un the OPA.

The War Production Board
last ‘Fall fssued prioritles on cote
ton and reyon in order to spur
p)‘oductioh of medium-priced cloth-

but for some strange reason
enlhe}v omitted the bottleneck of
men's  suits—linings.

Since then the WPB has been
abollshed, but its successor, the
Clvilian ~ Production Administra~
tion, If anything, perhaps, bas
done . little worse. Well-meaning
Herbert Rose, head of the CPA
textile division, who has sublime
faith In the efficacy of priorities
under any and all circumstances,
_has proceeded to grant priorliles
to “hardship” cases for coat lin-
ings. By the end of November, 160
“hardship" cases had recelved lin-
ing pricrities  from Washington
alone with scores of other priori-
ties issued by CPA branch offices,
making the whale situation more
snarled than_ever.

Meanwhile Frank Chester Bowles,
who nas done more to protect
the American consumer than any
one else in shington, readily
'(dmhs that he has mads

take in clothing.
however,
army of women's clothing deslers
on bls neck by decreasing
ceilings on women's clothzs, 01'
whether to
clothes for men by allowing highcr
price ceilings on their clothes.

e or the other probably will
be necessary even in addition to
the plan for voluntary rationing
of men's clothing and the issulng
of clothing certificates to men at
separation centers.

NO COMMENT

President  Harry Truman
imn't sticking his neck out on
the 1948 wolitical rrce—yet,

Democratic R epresentative
Edward Herbert o! Louisiana
and Mayor robert Maestri of
New Orleans discovered this
when they called at the White
House the other day,

Maestri _reminded Truman
that the Louisiana delegation
was among the 1o sup-
port him' for Vice-President
at the 1944 Democratic Con-
vention in Chicago. Then he
added: ‘

“We hope to cast our votes
for you for President at the
next convention.”

ruman chuckled good-na-
turcdly but that was all.

“All 1 can say to that” he
replied, “is that I'm just do-
ing 2 job here from day to
day -and letting
take care of itsel

RUSSIA NEEDS BOWLES
If you think Chester Bowles has

made mistakes in pmmmg the
U. S. consumer, look at whnt'
happened in Russia, supposed to
be the haven of the common man.
‘Then be glad either that we have
Chester Bowles or that we re not
in_ Russla—or botl

Because of ccmwrsh(p. American
correspondents in Moscow haven't

160

heen able to cable storles about

the cost of living in Russia.. Also,
newsmen realize’ they might . be
“persona won grata” Af
they painted too unvarnished -a
picture of inside Russia. .However,
that the Soviet .is
having an even wugher inflation
battle than the USA.
partly to the fact thnt there ’i5"
no fixed formula for . controlling:
pﬂccs‘ but rather o -extravagant
system _of “dlscou
from 15 per cent Ior the  average
communlso. Party workers: {056
ent. for top’ military” and po:
fiieal: leaders.

tcal - employe

courit at.all. This. system, accord
ing to Congressmen returned - fro

Russia, 1§:a::boon to certain: fas

cold. In addition, the.
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William Howard Melish

An Obijective Look At The Russians

NOTE: This appraisal of
usso-American relations was
prepared by the National Coun-
cil of American-Soviet Friend-
ship, Ine, which includes
among its membership such in-
teliectunis as gene  O'Neill
and Maxwell Andersom, such
politicians _as Senator Salton-
stall and Inicrior Secretary
Ickes, such educators as Ralph
Barton Perry and Frank Ay-
de]ot(e. The Council's chair-
is CorHiss Lamont, the
ﬂnanchl\-—-ﬁd&. THE NEWS.

HE current confusion and dis-

appointment in the minds of
democratic Amerlcans in_relation
to the problems of American-Soviet
amity prompt me to_attempt, o

Union objective\y. as Stalin asked
of Senator Pep)
Obsectively. lt is “the Soviet Un-
and not the United States
Lhal, should fear unilateral action
ﬂ;ui the absence of world coopera-
tion.

For, objectively, the United States
and Great Britain have tried to
dissolve Big Three unity: (1) They
have made the atomic bomb 2
threatening factor in diplomacy;
12) The United States has donned
kid - gloves to handle Germany
and velvet gloves to handle Japan.
In the latter case unilaterally: (3)
British  Foreign Secretary Bevin
has advocated a world assembly
that, whatever its idealistic ad-
vantages, would mean the end of
the Big Three program of anti-

dispel the fog
and false unulysis of ctl’lﬂln “prob-
lems" which have taken place since
the end of the war.

Joseph_Stalitf's most recent ‘pub-
Yice words on record are his con-
cluding remarks to U. 8. Senator
Claude Pepper, of Florida, In a
Kremlin Interview,

“Just judge the Soviet Unlon
objectively,” Stalin said. “Do mnot
either praise us nor scold us. Just
know us and judge us as we are,
and base your esfimate of us upon
facts and not rumors.”

It is = suggestion that not many
Amer}cans have taken. Instead. we
have been egged on by the pro-
fessional clque of Russia-haters in
Congress, and by the neo-Fascist
organizations which the war has
failed to exterminate, into an un-
precedented anti-Soviet campaign,
based mot upon facts but upon
rumors.

ATOMIC DIPLOMAGY

The headlong collislon with our
greatest wartime ally has been
stimulated by two other factors—
our “atomic diplomacy,” based up-
on exclusive possession, up to now,
of the atomic homb; and second-
ly, an obvious feeling of uncer~
tainty and guilt rising from the
admmed post-war blunders we have

Germany, Japan, China
and elsewhere.

Goebbels  shot  himself
and burned to chh in the ruins
of the Relch Chancellery. But his
propogande  technigque of trying
to split the Allles lives on after
him, Thanks to it, the average
American believes that world peace
15 In jeopardy and another war is
in the making, because the Soviet
Union refuses to cooperate with
other powers and seeks to go her
own way.

ONE CORRECTIVE

The only corrective for such

dangemu.«. and provocat!vc talk is
he world situation
abjecuvely and m Judge the Soviet

Objectively, it is patent that no
world organization can be any bet-
ter than the relations among the
Blg Three

FRENCH RESPONSIBILITY

Objectively, it is not Russia, but
France, thal s responsible for the
Allied failure in Germany, as Byron
Price has reported.

Objectively, British troops, witn
American planes and gu are
bomblng ana shooting Tndonesian
natives on behalf of the Dutch
empire. Objectively also, Iranian
troops with American arms and
training ere being prevented from
bombing and shooting Iranien na-
tives by the presence of Russian

roops,

Objectively. when the United
States demands that ali Aliled
troops leave Iran, It neglects to
mentton  that even when the

The People’s Platform

American troops go, no fewer than
five American military and ec-
ongmic missions will remain in-

definitely.

QObjectively, the United States
agrees with Russia that 'mrkeys

resent monopolistic grip on
Dardenelles be relaxed,

All these objectives appraisals
sadd up to the Soviet Union's pres-
ent skeptical attitude toward An-
glo-American deeds, as contrasted
with Anglo-American words.

Only one road leads out of the
frightening impasse—a _deliberate
program of rebuliding Blg Three
unity on the basis of a truthful
objective appraisal of the charac-
ter and aims of the Soviet Unlon.

e war in Europe ended only
six months ago. During the war,

Americans were able to look at the
Soviet Union objectively, to judge
it on the basis of the

its soldiers

its commitments to

the common cause of peace and
collective security.

the war, the anclent

fears, prejudices -and - misunder-

standings — stirred up by 20 years

of virulent anti-Soviet propaganda

—were lost in the light of reality,

Winning the peace is a3 im;
ant e task as winning me war,
and as difficult a one,

Is it not possible that !hc same
objective. realistlc standards e
used now in judging the Soviet
Union as were used during the
war? Is it not possible that facts
be heeded. instead of

It must be possible.
we have lost both the war
the peace”

Of Christmas Past ...

By EVA GRANT

E. ROCKINGHAM
In answer to the Hughes and
Kelly “Christmas spirit,” letter, I
sometimes wonder if there are not
very few people who know what
the chrﬂsmas spirit is. By the
way, it has nothing to do with a
fight between the unions and
other labor; in fact it isn't a fight
It's the day this world

was leen a Saviour,
have all in one way or another
forgotten, not only Mrs. Lockman.
I do hope that Messrs. Hughes
and Kelly me not some of the
nlon  mem that struck at
Entwlstle Mﬂl md then did not
stay with what they had started.
By the way, an organized labor

should be & fine thing for the
mill owners as well as the work-
ing people, for then there would
be somebody ta see what's going
on in the textile mills. You have
to work and live with people to
see and know what’s going on in a
place. The man in the office only
knows what hes told. In the
morning he walks through the mill
and Jooks over it. The overseer
says everything is O. K., and the
man tn the office tells the owner
that everything is fine, If - the
whole thing goes to ruin, who's.to
blame? It's the man. that: over-
sees the place and. he knows it’s
not right, but before  he” will ‘say

it's not right he keeps: trying. to
o make it right. If g

the mill .owner
would: just go Into: his: mill;. stay

Consumers dollars are_po

tu.ung ‘stations, Filling' station sales

fourth quarter are estimated to be :ho\xt 20
Per cent mgher than in (.he 3
According to the-Departm
this is well nbove the sales m thnkm,
before gasoline ratloning went into eﬂecb
and about 10 per cent beww the . pesk -of
Jenuary, 1942,

Mayor La Guardia warned ‘the other day
that an acute shortage of fuel ofl is lkely
to develop because manufscturers have found
it more protimble to concentrate on gaso~
line, He urged that OPA lower the price of
gmunz and ralse the price of fuel ol in
order to get production of the latter.

Here again the question comes up 2s to
whether or not controls were removed too
qulckly Pogsibly

Administration had wafted until civilian pro-
duction had had more of a chance to get
restarted. the competition would not have

n so flerce nor the pressure on prices &
great.

SKYROCKETING BOOM .

What has been happening during. this
fourth quarter shows, it seems to me, the
danger of a short, kyrockcﬂng boom - that
could end with a very unpleasant bang.. As
prices are bfd up hizher and higher, people
will tend to get out of the market.

e consumer has learned to do without
during the war, If he carries this lesson
over into peacetime, in the face of mounting
prices and shortages, the effect on.our

. But if consumers feel they are being
taken in by high prices and poor mer-
chandise. they will keep their maney in the
bank.

Samuel Grafton

A Planless
Reconversion

NEW YORK ®
HERE is another butter shortage, snd the
Wall Street Journal informa us it'& due
partly to the fact that the Office of szce
Administration bas
ped restrictions on the use
of cream:in ioe cream. The
cream goes into ice cream;
1t Is ltkethe Xutl of] situs-
.tion. brought- to: dur Hotice
by Mayor La:Guardla, who
says manufacturers {ind it

reconvesting -
wollld: rather”rida: itg- car
to.an ics cream dispensary,
‘than eat butter in &:warm
| house, or at least it stems
i be -working . out.that

way. ;
‘These odditles ‘are minor tnbulu ‘to our -
headlong. planiess rush.out of the wat. into
the peace. One reads of them in & setting
in which Army officers are complaining: Uﬁt
our demobilization s not a
at all, but_a disintegration, leaving us w&m-
aut : tinl

tasks of occupation  in  Germany,

face, . four: mo

woefiilly. by sul'prlse' mmlxh ev
statistictan; counting.

-could: have mm us_ i

and worl his* help

vored classes. but works a”consids'

erable hardship cn the ordlnary
factory - workers.

The Jatter must  deal chteﬂy at
go-called - “ratlon” stores’in: - th
plants . where -they  are employed
‘These . stores
scales,’ “but
necessities;
and stsple foods, ;. The - b

tor similar.

Tang

such: a5 wor)i clothes‘
el

-

borlng clasn of pmpls is u'y(nz

“crgan

ALL MY LIFE
‘I‘u tell yotf - the triith, T have
- worked‘in ‘4 ‘cotton mill all
Hfe.” I have ‘hever . before’ see

_work stretched out 50 miuch &8 i

has in- the past

o ln:




