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© WASHINGTON.

ONLY a handful of people know
but’ Gen, Douglas  MacAr=

thur is about the only man.who

nothing maore

sation has been

fered as a solution to what Mavor
r has called “the worst situation

The time for lalking is now past. how-
ever, and it is heartening to see citizens
representing diverse interests coming

rorward of their own initiative to offer
active assistance in converting the Mor-
ris Fleld barracks into small far
ppartments. This proiect
+feasible yet suggested. now

but, as Vice- President
{ Charlonc said in offering b

be impossible for a b'n L to advance dvo
‘money for the necessary aiterations.”

= Now bankers are usuw

‘it the Bank oi Charlotte is

put cash an the line ta convert Morris
Field there can be little doubt as to the
financial validity of the scheme. And.
President J. E. Barrentine of the

Real” Estate Board, has also placed

his organization on record as “heartily
in favor of putting temporary housing
at Morris Field.”

Thus. with wholehearted support now
assured from every quarter that might
possibiy  have  gencrated  opposition,
nnthing sta in the way of providing

nmediate shelter for several hundred
veterans and their families except a

of ved tape. Council is hacking
voat it and we are sure that Mayor
r and his colleagues are cognizant
urgency of their problem. for

s they heard District Rent Ex-
prediet that 200 families

: evicted from their present

in December, swelling the ter-

of homeless already on hand.

apparentiy. passed through

od when the commu-

I8} thinking

propo-

have united

Ficld project,

their willing-

other plan, no mat-

able it may be from a

viewpeint, thal will bring
immediate relief.

A trazic Christmas is still in prospeet
for hundreds of hameless and embittéred
vetfrans, but we can, for the first time.
hoid out real hope that we're on our way
to providing them with some degree of
the =]‘(‘1tcr and_ security they have
carncd. “ %

For Mational Defe nse

Opponents of an ali-out merger of the
army and the navy are largely concen-
trated in the navy itself. and even the
most sanguine admiral must have con-
tluded after reading President Truman’s
message to Congress vesterday that his
happily independent career in arms is
doomed.

The President’s arguments in favor
‘of a single Department of Defense were
cogent and complete; the fuzzy points
raised by the.opposition. largely of 2
sentimental nature, were answered one
by one. What Mr Trumgan did, of course.
was repeat the statements previously
presented by the army, and we suspect
that most Americans were convinced of
the necessity for a service merger before
m: ever took pen in hand. N
Tt was good, however, to see the Pres-
ident taking a firm and unequivocal
stand, even though he was. in a sense,
beating s8.dead horse. Too many times
in"recent months Mr. Truman hag let
his" inner uncertainties spill over into
his public remarks and the odor of poli-

tical compromise has come Lo pervade
the White House. In the matter of the
army-navy merger his mind was clearly
made up. just as it was when he stepped
forward to urge universal military train-
ing. No more [inal a Presidential state-

t was ever nitered than Mr. Tru-
n ‘Further studies of the general
probiem would serve no useful pur-
pose.”

Agrecing with the President, as we
do. we still can’'t down a passing regret
that it is only in those matters concern-
ed with the national defense thal Mr.
Truman manages a firm stand. He seems
to be conscious of a terrible urgency
about purely military matters, an urgen-
oy that bespeaks his convietion that war
is inevitable and perhaps closer than
we think.

Just as did his plea for universal mili-
tary training, his forceful message in
favor pf merging the. armed. services
stands in sharp contrast against his Ad-
ministration's lukewarm support of the
United Nations Organization, The Pres-
ident, we fear. is [ar more concerned
with winning World War III than he is
with preveniing it.

Orphan Annie's Ears

:Mr. Tidnab is probably the most evil
_ehiaracter ever to spring from a cartoon-
ist's drawing board: urbane, smiling,
considerate of his kidnapped guests, he

almly plans to carve off Little Orphan
Annle's ears, one at a time, and mail
them to Daddy Warbucks in order 10 ex-
tort the secret of a compound more de-

astating than the split alom. Once he

s the secret he will sell it to a

efugee German general and a Japanese

iplomat so that they can take up where

‘Hitler and Tojo were forced to leave off.
(If you spell Mr. Tidnab's name back-
general idea of his

“Annte, of course. with.a wisdom far

“his mind to do something aboul it.
. Tidnab offers him a good cizar and
between respect
“Mr. Tidnab can he s0

‘kind and thoughtful.” he remarked
after word had
ached him that another corpse had
been planted among the boxwood. “Yet

‘he does such horrible things.”

_ AN this complicated plot would add up
no .more than the usual comic page
fantasy if it were not for a strange
thrnd of propaganda that runs through
ttle Orphan Annie, and the unfor-

te citizens who adopy her from time
1ime, spend their lives in nightmarish
Irom. the forces of evil, but, no

er. how desperate their circum-
.day. rarely - passes without

ausing t0"offer up a bit of philo-
When Annie's protector sought

se. Mr.: Tidnab's latest murder

,-Daddy Warbucks has nev-
-eruel or heartless 1o get
X, in big business. But

ternationally minded and the dickens
with any one country. Maybe that makes
the difference.”

Statemenis like this. tending to con-
vinee the immature of all ages thal the
internationally minded are all equipped
with Mr. Tidnab's moral code, have
landed Harold Gray, Annie's creator, in
hot water before, and certain citizens'
committees and the like have insisted
that the orphan be banned. But, al-
though Annie's statements  usually
sound as though they were diclated by
Colonel Robert R. McCormick. of The
Chicago Tribune, we hold with her right
to free speech.

As a matter of fact, we find isola-
tionist propaganda rather charming
when it falls from the lips of a small
child. Sounded in the comic strips, in a
world as fantastic as Alice’s Wonder-
land. it pains us not at all. It is only
when it crops up clsewhere, in the edi-
torial columns of presumably responsible
newspapers, for instance, that-we quake
2 little. and wish that we tno could find
a never-never land where there is noth-
ing wa; to fear than the loss of our
ears.

Laber and management are now seen
together in public, though semewhat in
the manner of the old-fashioned couple,

ith the husband husiling the wife 1:0m,
as if she were under arrest. V]

Five vears with the apgr
“Tomorrow the world!™ 1545.
we eat?”

Having regained his’ old inferiority

comiplex, is somewhat more

he won’t be per-

fect till he sheds all his bad traits and:
acquires ours.

So far. it hasn't been said—but we're
still waiting: “The views expressed in
the preceding commercia' are the spon-
sors, and do not nocossarily reflect mcse
of this commentator.

Even the most partisan-minded -sense
that this new force is outside .their

fashioned: and . pa-
ab says he'is in-

sphere Seems there is no such thing as
he D atom. or Republican
uranlum'

ever declined &
Presidential_order
ta come to Wash-
ington to confer {
with  the Presi-
dentof the Unit-
ed States.
The incident oc- §
curred about® two
months ago when
Washington and
MacArthur were
having trouble §
over the carry- KN
ing out of dircc- ¥ )
tives and at_the
Ume when Under Secretary of
State Dean Acheson rebuffed Mac-
Arthur with the reminder that he
was to carry out policy, not make
it
At about that time, Truman sent
fhe General a message asking him
to come home for consultation.’
MacArthur replied to the Comman-
der-in-Chiel that he had a great
ta do in Japan and respectg
v asked if he could defer the
N until Spring
The Presiéent did not make an
e of the maticr. bul sent As-
: of War McCloy
izhten out the
¢ then re-

v

However, Macart stillthe
anly general who c the War
Department o mainiain & special
office for “the drafting of polite
messapes,”  Whereas routine orders
are sent to most generais in the
field. every commumication to Macs
Artbur s first sent to a special
affife to be rewritten into careful
diplomatic language.

(Note:  -Douglas  Airerafll
Company, which, according to
Drew  Pearson's  Wednesday
column, permitted a Japanese
General to inspect its plant
shortly hefore Pearl Harbor,
has issued the following state-
ment in reply to Mr. Pearson's
charges.—Eds., The News.)

The Japanese general mentioned

Drew Pearson, and all other

foreign visitors, were admitted to
the Doulas plant oniv after Tes
of ine State and War De-

U Army  regula-

¢ cannot _permit
non-citizens any Dougias

piant_ except throuzh special pe
Anics of which

are as Tollo

The farcicn government makes
formal reguest (o our State De-
pactment namine porson and the

od date of visit, If ap-

proved, the State  Department
transmits the request to the War
Department, which either approves
o disapproves the vequest. If ap-
proved, the War Department then
notifies ils Army ropresentative at
the plant 1o pe the visit un-
der restrictions preseribed by the
air forces and only on the date
specified. The company plavs no
part and has no ¢ in
prantine permis

agvised by the 4

tive of+1lie time of visit. All for-
eign visitors are rscorted (hrough
the plant by the Army Air Forces'
representatives who pres

route of plant tour and e
from the visit anv production con-
ridered ronfidential or of miliary
value. We are confident this pro-
cedure was omploved in the visit
under discussian by Mr. Peapson
7 that if he Wil tase the (ol
ta check War Departrhent records
he will discover that this or
and_others of his type had re-
cejved permis to many
otber plhnts i the UmL(-u States.

Our files contain material
retly braring on the subject of
Bertrandias' Ietter to Mitsul and
Co.. which. in our opinian, is pe
tinent to Mr. Pearson's story. This
material show

1. Copy of letter fram the Japa-
nese Embassy {o the War Depar

. Genernl Staff, Washington

requesting  permission for
the visit Oct. 30 and disclosing
that in addition to Douglas, Gen-
cral Terauchi requested permission
that date to visit another aireraft
plant in this area. The letter
contains endorsement dated Oct.

. 1939 with identification of "War
Department  General Staff, Mili=
tary Intelligence Division G-2."
stating that the visit was ngreeable
to the War Department subject to
usual restrictions.  This is not
mentioned in Mr. Pearson's col-
umn.  The above is an official
copy of War Department corre-
spondence delivered to us in rou-
tne manner for our information
through the locod Army resident
officer.

2. Under the date of May 15
1939--several months before the
letter published by Mr. Pearson—
this company wrate to the General

Staff Foreign Linison Officer, War .

Department, Washingts
response 10 nn fro
Gavernment. L was not at
that time particwlarly  Interested
in visits fram prospective pur-
chasers other than those sent here
by the Government but that it
would have no objection to visils
“providing such requests are with
the authorily of the War De-
partment.”

Lot th cunrlu(lnw parags

ot

upon the authority granted by the
War Department” and it is as-
sumed that military personnel au-
thority is granted at the discre-
tion of the War Department itself
authough of no interest to the
Douglas Company.

Wesrespectively submit. the above
facts do not warrant the inference

that either this company or Gen-

eral Bertrandias were in any man-
ner guilty of  mproper or unpa-
triotic acts m following _directions
Jrom the War Department. to- ad-
‘mit. foreign  visitofs- to our..plant.

Under the circumstances .we. feel.
that. undue emphasis: placed !

at this time on the visit to the

Douglas. piant is unwarranted and

unfair to thescompany.

10 fong a5 we. withhold éhe -
2 eret:of the atomle’ bomb from:

the Soviet Union: we make our-‘

selves responsible for “staging

race in atomic research um vould |

be n flendlsh_form of armarent

race—M. Zililous; ,Bgm,sh labor

leader.

“ MY CALISE 15 RIGHT

| CANT Lose!”

Dorothy Thompson

Slaves Are Never Unemployed

management resigns ‘a prinfe func-
30 per cent wage increase. There Lo of a“m‘“"“a'mn

itsell, The r'amtalm system. as it
has developed. may not be a good
system. buiit as it ¥ on the con-

life—is a market commodi;

suming the functions of manage-
ment within & expitalist sesiom is

'md de"hlmn — inflation

The memarics nI wage-workers

unnah:m (Germany and Ihl\

s as a working beast of bur-
state expioitation. Its pre-
mise is the supreme German fale

an’ instrument of oppression)

Not to realize that is to he wnable
the_people are the same thing

eapitalism s the mbolition of the

revolt
cl\)(’( fact nf (lw L‘wnlw\h

The People’s Platform

“A Critical

Jocttuls who hope to ride on the

At this yet still crﬂ.ical hour in
rcvohmnnurv period, there are still

cry out in lgnorancy with a bull-

power is in their own hands: Tyrants of vesterday who atlempt-

mel

the struggle for ‘power. S0 0 IV civilization. At this
to capnuo a mass following (Hit- U
radienls become Tevolu-
lotte Observer, In which he reveal-
ed again and azain that he does
Tot understand that England, Rus-
. and America fought as com:
mon allies to defeat the common
of ihe twentieth-century

principle that agents of labor may

ariat by the increase to the
peap‘e as individuals and familes,
productive property—the aim
perative commonwealth
‘merican revolution, This,
however, is more difficult consld-
ering the present drift than mere-
Iy to transfer corporate ownership
o the super-corporation of the
state. and offers neither pouu-
cians, labor leaders, ncr
sional intellectuals access to su-
preme power.
THE PARASITES
Really freeing the workers would
remove from their backs the para-
sites of the financiers, who take

°

ihe
. which takes
to give them
“social secu-
fities™—minus & commusion to the
burea
The  workers fnow” it
the present 35 mere!
a means of confirn
possessed condition in xefmn
that ultimaie of equality. security,
and continmity  of  emplovment,
which ts alwaxs in savery. The
slave is never out of work add
all slaves are equal. The “rev
ton” compounds all the eviis ot
monopoly capitalism. plus cone
tration camps {or any {uture revo-
lutionists—or even for strikers
twentieth-century for-
the suppression of re-
the  supreme  reaction,
catled “progress’.

Hour..."

nations excent decency (what does
this mean, and who is indecent-1,
orderliness, and above all. peace
(of course. all others want war,
having bi\ld & greater price than
America, they_want to keep up the
fight tn the effort to destroy civil«
ization:.

Listen ta this blurb: “But we
are caugbt in a giant vice between
the century-old rivalry of two
powers. the Marxist-Russian bear,
resentful and ambitious; and the
old British lion, now struggling
for survival” I ask if this is the
kind of stuff of which his “peace”
is to be made? Is this the kind of
stuff for which men fought apd
died all over the world, Is this &
time for potentlal greathess?

Finally, he issues the call to na-

tionalism arms and power in” words

that are unwortity of the blaod,
sweat, and tears of men.who died
inorderto.give us s chance.to
make tHe kind of world that {re
dom dreamed of when they died in’
order . that. the liberty:
might not_ g6 out: forever:

"In the face.of this: power rivalA

this -nation can take: care

ltse]f It Wil

PRECARIOUS MOMENT
the: forel i

relgn

what “might:"be. a’ conference

that .might:: erase” hatred; “ignor-
ance, pre)udlce, nnd “intolerance; wi
th

‘benefit of veteranﬂ‘;sn %wce';fi:g costinr npt

B erond thal frrure i comntmﬂon

fng'in the $5.000 1o 57500 claser T o0 |
$50 A MONTH TOP

Surveys made by the Army show that twb-
thirds of all returning veterans who want
homes {feel that they eannot pay mwe than
$50 a month either in rent or in carrying
charges. That means at most a $6,000 house.

Without additional legislation, price ceil~
ings cannot be fixed on elither new or old
houses. Unless Congress acts quickly to
pass Representative Wright Patman’s Biil,
with its relatively simple control proviston,
the speculative boom will go on.

Without such legislation, the new housing
expediter, Wilson W. Wyatt, former mayor
of Louisville, will find his +job an almost
hopeless one.  All the expediting in the
world will not produce, as reconversion Di=
rector John W. Snyder pointed out, more
than 300,000 housing units in 1945 and that .
is a very optimistic figure,

FOR A SOLUTION

To the sa-called expediter, the public anq
particularly the veterans. will look for & solu=
tion of the housing jam. But if the powers
are lacking to set prices and take off some
of the pressure. Expediter Wyait may find
himself & scapegeat In an impossible situs=

n.

Looming up already is an even sterner
struggle which will come next year. Thag
will be over rent controls.

They expire. along with the whole OPA, on
June 30. Chester Bowles of OPA has in-
cisted that these controls must be cone
tinued. More recently others in the Admin-
istration whn were luke-warm or indiffefent

ave come to see what dynamite is in this
Rousing question and they have supported
Bowles,

The strategy of those whn would eliminate
Federal_control is to & that rents can
be held in line by local authorities. The
catch in this i5 that local authoritles are
much more subject ta local pressures.

BACKING A BOOM

The astonishing thing is find respon=
men 1n the NAM backing 8
boom which would almost certainly

have serious conscquonces if, indeed,

not precipiiate a disastrous crash
¥ Argues ihat
with coliective

A fierce ba But wih so

ions of  famiiies the tenant

s Rard to sep how Congress can
overbasrd.

Samuel Grafton

A Choice Of
Riots Abroad

NEW YORK
’['HE United States Army fears food rints
in Germany this Winter, and is doing
what it can o keep Germans in & non-riot-
tng frame of mind. Food
is being shipped. and stocke
plied: And. at a ceremony
iast Saturday in Frankfort
on the Main, Briz. Gen.
Hester turned over to Ger=
man civilian officials the
entire job of Tecelving, un-
loading. storing &nd dise
tributing  American  foad-
stuffs,  This 1s a great
boost far the Germans;
thev are Teceiving not only
food, but more responsibil-
ity The foodshipments
will not-be of spectscular
size, and are not likely to push the German
diet above 1550 cajories; but iL.48 plain thaty
within those limits, we are:doing our best
to make this as smooth and Tiotless a Win:
ter in the Reich as.is. possible, We are all
out for law and order: -and there are Ameri
5 saying.Ahat £ 23550
:‘élnrln won't do it.. we ought to:iry: 2000;
000 might turn the trick. :




