annually, aecording to present esti-
Taates, /and’that ! means, roughly, a ten-

0 cent fncrease in thie tax ratel It s the

pt forward i for

eration: Onmotlon of

gtoups,
t.he everhauung of :the . City
nve +57do: with - housing

step; Bétweeri: tightening  up
ea:1n principle and - tightening
P in7detail;ia i whale of -a lot of
‘intervenes;; The :Planning Board
btedly  recognizes - this hard faet,

By with7atshudder, for 1ts mem- .

ow-wst housing - and  slum

technlcally ¢orrect?
18 planning ‘whichiis,-at last 'to be
rtaken; 15 golng to have to be push-
‘and i directed : by ‘s’ bedy : of - official
g and suthority, and the Plan-

gor | Biipport 1ot 'give: greater |satis-
allvaround i thanto-enlist the
‘community for the varlous phases
2 planning fob a8 (they may de-
7oER? We rathsr like the idea.

thle casualtiss of the Britlsh Emplre
soared 'to well over ‘g miildon. The

from naturat
» civillan: deaths or losses of mer-
S seamian) . London revealed the toll

79,000 ca.suamca Australla 85,000,
Africe 29,000,
Indis;” whose : Impoverished mil-
‘have been the concern of liberty-
ple the world over, sustained
of:all—152,000! That almost equals
combined total of Canada and Aug-
,’and {8 2 much higher figure than
repared for. This sacrifice of India,
" of British rule, set us to think-
i where did they serve, suffer and

the grueliing North African
npaigns. At the start they garrisoned
pti: they carrled the war against
liansin Ethiopla: they drove back
1 forth through Libye snd Western
ypt, a5 the tides of war changed,
gy were with Montgomery at El Ala«
i, thousands of them. Gurkhas car-
their knives up The HMl.of Jesus,
the night when Rommel began to

they have been engaged In Bur-
» first pushing the Japs out of In-
and then driving to Myltkyina and
b, Te-opening  the Burma Road.
dians “have been, slnce the first
tish conquests n Indls, among the
distingulahed troops of the Fm-

British now  serve the

loyal]y ‘They need no greater

enidation -than that of the long
67 xolls - themselves,

ress In R@m@n

-retirément plan for City em-
adopted by the Cily Council

8y :1a the culmination of more
Hiyear of debate, discusslon, in-
tioniand wrangling. It's not what
employces

ub It's exactly what the Coun-
Slisughit: Chsrlotte could atford. The
compromise :between the ex-

willingness :of the City to
should ‘niot - obscure .its Im-

‘A plsce of ¢ty planning. It
DolSrEEn T £75,000 "aiid . 3100,000

“Carolina’s~ngedstinithe  w

watural’ ¢omplément :to rour :Clvil Setv:
i8¢ prograim;;and : will -surely :miake: for,
gréatet éfficiency  in munlicipal Fopera-

- tlon;: Further, it is anly glving City em*

‘ployees  security :long sinee provided by :
many  business tirms,

The’ obvious ; results will “be:: higher
type personnel will seek munleipal em-
ployment, attracted by a career to end
in retirement; weeding dut of -elderly
employees as soon as they. {cnch the
retirement age, making places for morc
efficient employees.

These, of course, are the natural re-
sult of any sound system of retirement,
Charlotte’s new plan, though it likely
does not satisfy some employees who

with woreu of : politicians, eccmumuu,,
business : leaders, - Evenings : after, dln-
ner in:the early Vears his:healn

" would - bat: out - ideas - galore “on s
te ' of : the

economic - stat nation - bat &
them into the alr, discusé them, reject”
many, accept ‘a’ few, - The ro -the =
relnnvely carefree days of “picking the fabbit oiit ot the
ving a:mew trick -for:the 'economic: ills:of the

nnunn. N

At that Ume alfo, Roosevelt ‘got sround among his
fellowmen, despite his physieal - handiceps, moro . than
any other President in history—even mors than Willlam
Howned Taft, s travel rooord formed a. cestices xl:-

g graph across tho map of the U.-8. A, When

wasn't traveling, Mrs. Roosevelt was, and her mpurh
came in almost dally by private White Houso wire or

have been
tem paying benem,s at the rate or 50
per cent of their salaries, offers those
advantages, and others as well.

Most important, the Clty can afford
it. This plan falls back to the rather
low level of the State retirement sys-
tem, paying about 38 per cent of salary |
as benefits, It provides for an adequate
reserve, and individual accounts. It pro-
vides for City payments for prior serv-
fce——meaning that the 41 of the 600-odd
employees who &re now 60 or over will
have their accounts patd up by the Clty,
and may soon rctl[v“—/

Within five yeafs, the number of City
employees aged 60 or over will have
reached B85, so this provision Is of im-
portance to the older members of the
municipal force. Immediate importance,
we mean.

The Council has {aken a forward step
of which we highly approve. That it did
not attempt to underwrile a program
costing three or four times as much, or
to embark on the program without ade-
quate resorves (as New York Cliy once
did) is to be applauded. Its declslon was
typically Charlottean: . mpproved =
progressive program of reform, but ¥ept
a careful eye on the muniel okt
book. That was should

have been,
The Leowest Wages

‘When' Conumissioner (61 Lat

8huford . outlined:his ide;

a wage
and hour Jaw, he was speaking his con-
vletions while lnoking ai’s greal array
of facts and figures, He was prompted
to advance his propescd legislatlon for
several reasons, chicf of them Dbelng
that WNorth Carolina's Industrial wage
level 13 the Jowest In the nation, ex-

. cepting only South Carolina's, He couid

not reconclle that with the fact that
the state is eleventh in population and
value of manufactures, third in pryment
of Federal taxes, and fifth in crop pro-
ductfon,

Looking, as he doecs, upon .the great
numbers of industries and businesses in
the state not affected by the Federal
wage and hour laws, he can sce that
North Carolina income, 42nd fn the
country, can never be ralsed sppreciab-
ly untess and until we start at the bot-
tom. For that purpose, he proposes a
far-from-radical minimum wage rate of
30 cents an hour. We've reviewed the
benefits to be derived by hbusiness in
general, and we were curious to know
Just what effect such legislation would
have upon wages in Charlotte and the
surrounding, area.

We were Interested to know Just how
certain Industrles paying low wages —
laundries, for Instance, or similer plants
“-would make out if & 30-cent floor were’
put under wages, We found these things:

In seven Mecklenburg establishments
of a low-pay-indusiry (as of December,
1944) the average scale in the lowest-
paying piant was 32.3 cents an hour, in
the highest it was 447 cents—and the
reneral average was 35 cents. Undoubt~
edly wages both higher and lower than
the average are paid in these establish-
ments, 50 that the effect of the law
would be to raise those which were be-
low 36 cents, and probably, by Indlrec-
tlon, to ralse all wages in some propor-
tlon, But our guest fs that the total
wage Increase necessary to comply with
the law wouid not be great, although
it would fall harder on the low-paying
business, and by so much climinate the
competition of cut-rate wages,

In 40 retail est

‘Today the old Roosevelt brain trust {s gone, and the
new brain trust which surrounds him is composed of
ndmirals and generals, Hls concentration st nlght is not
upon economic ideas tossed up by the Columbia pro-
fessors, but on the map of the Pacific and the map of
Europe, where blue, red, green and yellow tabs indicate
the number of divistons Stalin has thrown into the
battle of Poland, the nmount of armor Von Rundstedt
hag {n reserve In the West, Ahe exact whereabouts of
the battleships, crulsers, airplane carrlers and destroyers
guarding the islands of the Philippines.

More than any other one man, Roo: t helped to
bulld up that srmada, and he watches every barnncled
bottom~~knows when it was lsst scraped, the caltber of
its guns, how many hits it took In the Inst engagement
—almost #5 if each were one of his children,

How FDR Works
But aside from the change in the subject matter of
his work, Roosevelt’s methods of work have changed
Hitle during his long years in the Whita House, He 35
awakened every morning about 8:30 by his Negro valet,

Arthur Prettyman, has breakfast in bed, brewing his own

"fve Come To Redeem These Articles!”

- carly yoars In offico o wais siper

on- a
nmﬂ:. the Prectdent has
about belng seen in publlo’in'a wheel ‘chatr,

He didn't Hke:to: have people ronlizo: ho'sosldn't; wall
-But now he knows that during tweolve years in'the White
Houss everyone :1a’ quite ‘awnro: of : this: faot, 56" he' fres
quently - rebels -against - wearing : his  stiff : and: uncoma
fortablo : fron ;and : leather : braces, without  which' it i
impossible for him ‘te.stand:: =

Not only has thic Président become relatively callo\u
ahout his physical ut
telilng a story .on: himself,.. The !mnkcsh of i which' 13
regarding the
him in 1936. The President was walklng up to:the plat-
form when the bolt came out.of:the;braceion:his:left
knee and he started to fall, in:fact:would ‘have:fallen
to the platform; bub- Secret -Service:men:held:him:up
and stood around him so . that: few: people:couki:see
what wi ‘The bolt  was replaced, and  the
PqudBM continued, but, ho sald, very much Ghﬂkeﬂ up.
In nddition to this, Jimmy  Roosevelt:had:dropped his
speech and the pages had scattered all over, the:platform: :

‘Then, 8a Jack - Garner  deltverad i hla " aceoptanice
npeech the pages were rattling in:the: wind;imakingia

1stling nofse .in the- mlcrophnne. Pat Han'uwn of
Mlsslsslppi trled to hold .the pages o page
out of plece, and the Viee-President repeatcd one: whole

~_page of his speec!

The President 'tells Tiow he was worrled sick. untl
the last .word of his own address:was:finished,:for fear
he would make the same mistake.

"f e
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asting Our
By Marquis Childs

WABHINGTON
HERE are many slgns that Amerlea's natural  res
rources are diminishing at an alarming rate in the
course of this costllest of all wars, Just the other day,
an Oregon newspaper reported that a large lumber com~
pany which has becn operating for half a century will
shut down within less than two years
because, nccording to company offl
cials, there wiil be no more commercial
timber to cut on the lower Columbla
River.
This {5 a cloud a lot bigger than
a man’s hand. The Paciflc Northwest
has long been regarded ns the heart of
Amerier's lumber industry, yct news-
pupers in Oregon and Washington are
pointing out that new industries hnscd
on low-cost clectrle power may §
needed to replace i declining Mmhcr
economy.
Iron ore Is bheing mined in Amer-
ca at = rate well over 100 milllon
tons n year. Most of 1t comes from the fabulously rleh
Mrm;xh)n? Renge in Minnesots, But 5 the Mesabe Range
50 rich

According to a gloomy estimate made rome time
ago, the country’s high-grade jron ore deposits will be
able to support this volume only three years more, In

one official caleulatlon, an average of slxteen years
sice the end of all inferfor iron deposita which are

in the
county, at the same time, the lowest
average was 284 cents per hour, the
highest 83.6—and the gencral average
44 cents, These firms would feel the im-
pact of the law only to a slightly greater
degree.

In view of these figures, Mr. Shuford's
statement that he belleves there will
be no epposition to his proposal from
most_business men, scems well-founded,
What hls wage minimum would do for
the community, and for the state as a
whole, would be to ralse comparatively
few wages—but to bring all of them up
to a ceriatn level, It s important that
such & Jevel be set soon, so that in the
post-war period they will not fall back
even lower.

This 18 Mr. Bhuford’s answer—or part
of it—to the challenge of the Interpa-
tlonal  Labour Office session of Jast
Bpring, out of which came this declara-
tlon: “Poverty anywhere constitutes n
menace to prosperity everywhere.” And
that s just as true, of course, {or Char-
lotte and Merth Carollna as it is for
any other area on the globe. Thix pro-
posed Wage and’ HMour law, 1t scems to
us, can help us sdvance toward that ox-
pressed lideal, without working undue
hardship on anyone.

avaliablo under present  technologieal

Congress A La

méthods.

Likewise, rxnertg take - & pessimistic’ vlew of -our
copper Teserves, . Before.iho start of the:war i wes
su!d that the Unlied States had reserves of capper suffie
clent for 40 years, . Today's estlmate iz much ¢leser to
ten years.

tio long ‘ms the war lasts, of course, we mist spend
84 Prodigally as necessary, There can be no holding back.

But steps toward -2 . long-range - conservation pro«
gram are essentlal, and they can be taken now. Under
the pressure of war nceds, many conservatlon practices
have been relaxed, -Selective logging, a . program de-
rigned to leave seed trees and new growth in an all cut-
over forest ares, has:not been followed In the fact of
Army and ‘Navy demands for huge lumber . deliveries.
SBome Jumber companies have sed the wer 25 & con-
venlent excuse to drop- conservatlon practlees . which
were costly to malntain.

It tekes many decrdes for a Douglas fir 'of ‘s Pon«
derosa pine 1o grow to maturity, .If we do not smt
reforestation and soll restoration on A laige ‘scal
next ['anxt\(lon of Americans mu, be “without Iambcr

We ve .thought of ourselves 50 long &3 8 “have”
nation (h'\t it s » distinct shock to realize we may find
oursclves amang the “have nots” unless we show s Hitle
cammon sense, (¥f the depletion of :eur résources con-
tinues, the day may come when . we i will:bs: forced
to depend on oll Imports from the Middls Esst, o8 :ilms
ber fmpoerts from Siheriz, &nd on . minerals i from i the
mountain ranges of Chins,

ode

By Semuel Grafton

NEW YORK

T THE Nalional Planning Association's proposals for

Improviug Congress went {hrough, the Capitol would
then resemble the higher executive offices of Life, Time
and Portune mapazines, Ench Congressman would be a
brain entiely surrounded by facilitics, 1ie would receivo
25,000 & year, two-and-one-half-times
his present m\V and there would \\nlt,
quivering at bis right hand, a “high
caliber tant,” earning §7.500 to
$10,000 per year.

Large Tescarch staffs would funce
tion in conncetion with all commit-

5. A Congressman seized by o mud-
den happy thought for a sensatlonal
speech could ropalr to onme of these
resenreh conters for 2 quick check-up
a5 to his facls, leaving the room ten
minutes later,® muttering and shaking
hia head.

There would be fewer Congression-
al commitlees In all, but there would
be two new ones in ecach House, n cammlme or the
majority and o committes of the minority, ench réspon-

O

g

majorlty and ask him just what hethinks he's:doing
around here.

The 1dea, you wi ¢, is to"increase responsibliify,
fo make Congress make sensc; atipresent’Congress:ls
not required to make sense, elther by law of eustom.i it
dogs not have to report to anyboedy;on 5 tolal 62 wark

Darhiig:the
remittivo on thid points

calli the supe inte
mnn came: u

Jn.h. 1
807 de impocunt usta 1’
municipal huwry. T4

membered: by’ lhose wm too): part

Wednuday,

n

lanning Board was ltuniched en
Htamearesr. Ia 7 Tlist mesting: was
Teld and’ the: prograi;: which soene’
day: 1n::the: distant fiture’ Wi

inithe

proposal i 1o es
tablishi® iretires

the. City Councll. ormally and. of-
iclally, the

+forithe’ clty's growth,

. plan’
“waa’ initis
awd cmnom- pa!um cl the

;! mm

ofithe’: future will serve as

 print
aigulde’ In" the: development iot o

fine ety along’ orderly :and ' pra=
conceived :lines,
siele

On City. Hall Sq\xan‘ Mnﬂne
Pfc. Btédman: H. Shre , for
nietly ;; draughtsman l.n um City
Engineesing : Department i is - pot-
ting : his 3 talents i Lo Ml
lnd 15 now i preparing imaps | for

mcm of a plﬂn thatwhl s benefit
those i workeraafter i they havi
reachedithoage
fulness s Intactive
passed. Oldigs

when ' thelr uses
employnisit hay
seeurityiisy now

arine :: Divislon,:: somes’
whm- in ¢ thie s Packtlersine T Misd
Kllzabeth: Helms; who | koeps 7 the’
records” i tho': Pollice’ Department's
record rdivislontas e’ vocation sand
playsithe bass ﬂddle A8 RD I AYOS

bes

firmly? ehtr
siiiniclpal  workers,
reason

: nd
who:for i some

come ;e memb-er Yot the: Charlotus
estra;

0 so-

cinl security inow
agalnatiithat: horror Of allias a
dependentiold i
Whitle uhbllshmcnl of
Tetireiment: i plan il galng e
cost i the taxfayerd’ 'of i Chars

Motoreycle = OIfleer R A

Totte . Fnmsur

of #:ha = Pollce = Department
on i

propecty ne
objection.; There 14700 reason=
able:hasls s for i objection s bas
causeé ; the s benefits: aa provided
for’ these Workers {are - natf uns
reasonsbles The ; Councll £ did
not;igo’aa;far;as somae:of the
employees  wanted ' :the mat~
ter ;of sretirement I benefita hut
5 :middle ; ground  was . sought,
Fair retirement  pay ; was : proe
vided and:the: costa o the tax-
payers . were : kept at 8 sinl-
mum. p
Jani 13,1045, fs" ‘an" important
date . for . Anather :reason.. It .was
the /date”-on . which .- Charlotte’s

up’,
hig Y and
threw : him:on: N2 Tryon Bt. nem-
the city :llmjts’: He:has been: cons
fined 10 bed At £ his i home i on
Spruce i:8ta but: s injuries are
not:serfousiinyh That: wad ta’ nice
geature by & Clty & Manager i Flack
when:he sent: out for : sandwiches
and :soft drinks - for : Clty : workers
wha :were :jn:an’extended ‘confer~
ence’ on ; the i retirement ; plan ; and
would . have .- missed . thelr
A welcome (1o M. W, B¢

Who - comes - to - Charlotie
Mount - Alry - to - foin - the
Department's - dentification - buresu
staff,

nside Germany
By Dorbihy Thompson ‘

NEW _ YORK.
THE reporta ‘of ‘Ariy psychologie
cal . warefare - investigators on
the state of .mind of ordinary Gere
mans . besr iout
my . own - fmprea~
on’ of the:Nazi
volution,” i 8-
quired .. on L2
spot when it oc-
curred. Years ago
I described it .in
rn artiele in “For~
eign Affalrs.” My
impression wasof
the occupaiion of
Germany by . an
atlen horde.:” Of
course, it was mot
allen. A~ strata
of German'life, largely confingd o
* certain age group, had taken over
and erased the.normal:life of - the
country,-. The attitude of most peo~
Ple was:that of surpriged by-stand<
ers ntithe: funeral ‘of their:own so-
clety. i In’: wide : cireles = the - Naz{
rising was i regarded : AIMOGL RS 16
natural phenomenon, like an-sarth-
quake,: outside : the : control -of - hu~
™man : will 5
aa. nccompanied’ by the
vagte that"

incoherent * femembrance an-
other ers in the ~minds ol “older
Germans: snd a strong Naat'rem-
nant in the 20-40 sge group.

Among “the - non-Nasl ' but Rer«
political Germana our problem
bo the ceeatlon . of pew confidemse
around s new fdea.. It will met b
a problem of “punishment,” t
creating - pew -mentality, eatosk,
Nope and falth,'in a resigned and
exhausted people. - Funlshment - exe
cept of specific persons and grosps
is meaningles -0 tion - that
hao six te soven million dead, mil-
Hons of crippled, rulmd oltion, and
2 lest war. he : danger ; will . Do+
that - ot . of - dlsintegration,ihe
country, will fafl Inte anarchy:with
attempted - polsurea - of - power : by
brutal -minorities, .

‘Thie” idea” that s military  govern=
ment by _ ftself ‘ean : bring eivilian
order ‘out”of :such chaos: 15’ prepos-
terous, i i

It . will - be': necessary:: First,” to
maintaln s s production i'and : dis-
tribution A)!tcm. industrisl and ag-~
tieultural.::To do  this certain:Nasl
regulationa ;i wiil : have oy be

with ::: new - admintstrators,
tdeology - hag nnthlns to: do with:a
aystem;

enlenea: hot s cooked,” and:thats
with 3 time, 2 thinga : would ; bacome
normalized:

The' regime  tried to win over

planned ﬁelhlery of :farm’; products,
and other : pursly i acinomle | regu~
tayiona;:: The ; continved  fugotion=
ing ;of ithe'economy demands; eom«
ml&!iam of. tralned mnnnﬁen who

the ;i vest:of ihies peaple’ by i ferror’
and persunsion; nt
varfous ; times,vand i ; varsing ¢ des
Froes,:: hut iinever  completalyy:  Xnt
thaHaviet revolation,
mtmmly Hanidated H-s real o go

for a year, ¥t docs not have ta fallow any
pattern. It can' g arbitrary and:incontlusive:i 54 oan
faco two weys, And the noncamong :Ita 531 mem<
hers to whom & nowspaper man can-go and sy sfiees
* tively, aren't you ashamed? ..

An additional proposal 14 thet ench Hotse shall havs
the right to put quesiions to members of .the:President's
Cabinet, in full session. . There Is 1o :$ntention;to make
circuses of thess question hours,

The thought 15 that . Congress:and: the : Exsciitive
shall conse to be antagontsts, squablling for: power,: but
shall became pariners, each doing its:share of :the :blisi
ness of Government. Cofgress would:questlon’the’ Beo=
retaty of Commerce, zay (I hardly, dare :use ; Seoretary’
of Labor for an  Hlustration) . ns :uncmotionally:asthe

i
Hpn&r ndiddte atsu:su
Bulithe reverse waa 1ot poastbls
asfeiThe

tHeireghne

‘leh' task will be anormnux, for

Germany i, At this momonteat:
Ingiup:ita rrsoumcs AaRd:economi:
cally: disintegrating.

Hecond, ' confidence. lplrlnk
co\lrlﬁ et bo veatabllshied,i Gens
Rldenhower ia:planning :to re<
thep! s But

f6r; the N

position’way i the gm ing: ;‘:miu.

Butthe Neals &

H 15508
o BHA T Tof thatl wWo T meed

them ; aid run’ &N etonomys: Thell

imleslon’af dlserlminats

divseted At Jewsiasid. mdlvlmml
iniall mswx Th,
doatroylfiginl

06
ana omgmsauon‘ub\xt ‘tney could

poamon. The

hifaself; by hiding

‘board of directors of .a.large private;corporatlon: calls
in:the hiead of :the sales department,;iohear:blaystory/

The dele pofrit of the pm;wmd Taform, in il is
o' Talso ta the businesa lavel, 0

sible for party polley, Then I Congress . dit
stlly, Jike passing a bl caliing for price control, but
fafling to approprlate the money for 1t, the public would
have s nama and address to make Hs Yeproaches togiit
could go ,to the chelman of the commlitee: of :the
N

lmroduee into Congress somo of ot ‘atandard sAmerican
busingss  Sustoms,imsah -ax the  principles that all latters
sre answored same day. Ntchi’d mn: respiinalble penpxm

1 e

s eventially - to deadan f}'&olldcal e

thetightidfor mousht thatt
‘oXPresion eNpires
'I‘nerefora. onece
Hterror

don't 3%
sTam your: wack pad: knew \shnm ycmm sejus.

younesr Bm\!pl &?‘W
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