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The Allies in Normandy burst forward mlzhhl) on ali {ronts late tod:

cans cracking Cherbourg's defenses by seizing three towns nnd dri

within ten miles of the great port

in a deep-biting power drive outflanked Caen, easlern- bastion of

the 80.mile battlefront, seizing Troarn, nine miles east of Caen.

Along the center of the flaming front. 1. S. troops captured Balleroy, and Al

lied forces plun;:cd south of Baveux in a “big advance”

Fourth Infantry Di

enst m‘ (hnrimurg, and adumre patrols pushed om four miles closer to the sirategie.
T pert,

NILE

1 imes.

On March

All Fronts

mericans Crack Port’s Defenses; British Quitflank
Caeny U. S. Troops Take Balleroy At Front’s Center

v WES GALLAGHER

HEADQU ’&RTLR\ ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE — (AP) =

with the Americ
ng sdvance patrels

flanking Caen from the wests
ion toppled Montebourg, fourteen miles souths

Two other American columns slashed halfway across
the top of Cherbourg Peninsula in deepening threats to
fop off the port. i
One of these driving inland 11 miles -near Ste, Mere
Eglise e Pont L'Abbe, only five miles from the
west. coast still in German hands, and 14 miles
from the western shore. The other fought beyond Catens
tan and was reughly lmh\mv across the Peninsula at its
narrowes{, 20 n\ﬂe nul\.
HAM
Other Americans
west of Montebourg.
Suprene Hendquariem deseribed the day’s swups
ing advances as “very, very satisfactory.”

Fall of Froarn in a seven-mile advance by the British
was the st big gain registered in this desperatel:
defended area since s British airborne division landed
there on D-Day a week ago. .
The British in another 3

captured Le Ham, three miles scnth-i

5 mile advance won-a- ¥il-

Tilage on the outskirts of Caen itseif,

NEW SKY TROOPS DROP :

New airborne troops were dropped ‘in France. The
Germ:ms reported airbone landings on the west coast of:
!lthe Cherbourg Peninsula, presumably as part of a pincers:

oito snip off the Cape.

The crumbling of Nazi defenses coincided with un-
confirmed reports that Field Marshal Erwin Rommel,
the “Desert Fox,” had been removed from his command.

Five ading  strips have been constructed und are
in use in France, the air forces announced. e

American forces seized the road juction of Baﬂeroy.
on the edge of the captured Cerisy foxes{ and nine miles
southwest of Bayeux. The Germans reported a develop-
ing drive on the communications hub of St. Le and said
the Americans were only six miles away,

1 IPERHAPS 600,000 ENGAGED

A frent dispatch d the U. 8. Secend Division
has struck past Cer Forest to the northeast of
St. Lo, making the deepest inland penetration of 18
mil

Six UL
ing with (ho pawerful iuve

S. divisions now have been identified as fight-
—with perhaps 600,

000 men engaged on both s

The Fourth Division was spearheading the attack
below Cherbourg in the avea previously entered by the
22nd and 101st American rborne.

The American First-and 29th Divisions also are {ight-
ing in France.

ON EASTERD

On the eas flank” Supreme Headquarters said
Tilly-Sur-Seulles west of Caen had changed hands several
Rerlin reported particular] fighting in thig
and said a wedge had been driven into Nazi lines
the Ovne River.

Second
agging

T
“The bursting into the center
ili are pushing forward”,
huge ammunition
atch  said. The

men
line,

Forest, and upuncd a
p onear the woodland

sans were falling ba
time for demolitions and plcing mines, it added,
JAT AIR SUPPORT
Maintaining  thunderous aer support, several hun-
ving Fortresses hammered Nazi aivfields in France
amd ether planes hit battlefront positions. Rain
lity in the English Channel-~the Allies’ sup=
i the sea was choppy
Berlin broadeast said that thg signal “fer
starting the obviously impending battle for Caen has®
not vet been given on either side,” but that both: the'
Al and Germans were hringing up “special units.”,
¢ lown of 61,000 povulation is the esstern bestlon
Germans Normandy line.
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