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Floly City
There Was No Choice, In
The End, But To Bomb it

The bombs, falling among the sacred
shrines of ancient Rome, herald a new
turn in the war. The Aliied nations,
for almost the first time, have declared
themselvea platnly ageinst any and all
£ ttmidity; henceforth, a savage, but busl-
néss-like, aggressiveness will mark our
‘offorts at war. The bombers visiting
Rome may, a3 many & Catholic clergy-
‘man has held, unite the people of Italy
In hatred agalnst the British-American
forees,

It 15 likely, however, that the objectives
galned in the-precision bombing of mil-
ttary objectives on the Seven Hjlls will
‘be greater than the dlsadvantagea piled
up sgalnst us. Whatever Mussolinl may
tell his people now, they will know that
the end has come. Their Rome, safe
through the years of war while scores
of other citles were pounded into Tub-
ble, has &t leat felt the heavy blows
of Mars, They may hate the Britlsh
with & new hatred, these people, but
they will at least understand that the
4ig Iz up, snd that the armles of ven-
gesnce will sllow pothing to stand in
% oven the capital
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the lives dragged out behind the bars

will be more plersant, that treatiment
of the patlents will be more skilled and

humane, we dedicate our support and

Intense Interest in the problems of the
State Hospltals to the New Board of
Control.

PR Vietimes

They Got Off Lightly,
dnd Suffered Too Little

We're willlng to accept the verdict of
reporters and headiine writers that the
QOPA haa dealt harshly with fllilng sta-
Uons found gulity of violating ratloning
codes {n North Carolina, but somechow’
we have the feeling that moat of the sen-
tencea have not been so stiff, after all,
Perhaps, If an operator of a tilling statton
i3 found gullty of deliberately violating
the laws by such mancuvers as selling
gas coupens, he should be punished
only by the closlng of his business for
a month or two.,

Perhaps, but we do not belleve that s
sutficlent punishment In such cases, nor*
that it will persuade him to cease these
black market operatlons. Taking the
vlew that any such deeds arc acts against
all the people who are coming under the

thelr way
of the world’s Christlanity,

Perhaps there are logical and sincera
arguments agelnst the bombing of
Rome, but the mlillitary view, clearly
expressed, is that the clty has been
Rarboring Itallan war industry, and has
Been. sending troops forth against the
Allles. It is significant that the British
bombers have left Rome alone for so
long, and that now, when the Americana
are on hand to help, and to inslst on
strong policy, there s such a great
change.

The taking of Italy was doubtiess at
stake, and for ousselves we fear little
thet the treasires of the world in Rome
will be bombed. Perhaps, as Musso-
linl has threatened, Italian planes wlll
pound the cathedrals of history, and the
blame will fall upon the Allles. The
time has come, however, when the mon-
uments of the past are of less Impore
tance than the lves of {ighting men
who are allve today. There were, coms
to think of it, no debates beforc Cov-
entry.

Wazl salvage troops in Russia comb the
old battlefields for empty shells, cart-
ridge clips and the llke, to ba used
sgain, It 1s untrue, though, that elas
tles will ba put on tho cannon balls,

Heospital Board

With Great Chance For
Service, It Begins Worle

Governor Broughton's united board of
control, which is charged with the great
responsibllity of looklng to the nceds of
inmates of the State Hospital system, is
-apparently off to a good start, and s
surely presented with an opportunity to
render a real service In replacing Dr,
J. R, Saunders, resigned. The membera
of the board, most- of whom have been

with 8tate i as board

T , one must agree
that the violators could be given heavier
punishment. Why, it these men have
flagrantly and willifully challenged the
Government's authorlty, and in effect
conspired. against it, shouid they not be
put out of business for the duration, or
sentenced 43 any common law-breakers
in the civil courts?

We do not believe that the OPA, as
vighiant as it is reported to have been,
has even touched the surface. Without
a shred of proof, we will venture the
guess that hundreds of filling stations
have winked at the rationing laws—and
that many other kinds of businesses
have done the same. Little aigns of bor-
derline cases may be seen on all sldes,
where merchandise of all sorts s heing
sold on a two-to-one basls: twice the
pre-war price for half the pre-war value.

‘When business men aro caught at this
game, we helleve they should be asverely

in order to di the
general tendency to profit in these times
when others are profiting,. And wa
believe severo punishment ghould go bes
yond the sentences passed out to date.
The transgressor whoso business was
closed for a year fs the only one who'a
pald the price,

Hhe Justices

They May Soon Actually
Feel The Arm Of The Law

After tho long battlo of more than a
decade to put the countleas North Caro-
Ilnn Justices of Peace under some form
of control, there is now hope that It may
at lnst be won. The State Bar Assocla-
tion, unafraid of the polltical repercus-
slons which may come from any attempt
at control of the free-and-cnsy ways of
the maglstrates, has formulated a law
to present Lo the next sesslon of General
Assembly. If it can be passed, North
Carolina law enforcement wlll have
Lnkgn a lang stride out of anclent and

members in the past, durlng the years
of neglect, must realizo that every cffort
must be made to replace Dr. Saunders
with the flnest executive avallable.

In these times, with a preat scarcity
of physiclans belng felt all over the
eountry, it may be exceedingly dlfficult
to obtain a satisfactory replacement,
‘There are those who hold that it will be
impossible, in the near future, to secure
the type man wanted for the task at
Morganton. That view should not be

th

without

Every effort must be made to secure the
services of the “young physiclan” pre--
scribed by the Governor's Board of In-
quiry. | -

Tae-News has no Intention-of contin-
ually harassing the Board, but, at the
very climax of the long campaign for
the reltet of the suffering of Morganton

times, and will have entered
upon a new era.

For as long as memory serves the
Yittle man In"this State has suffered at
the hands of grasping and unscrupulous
Justicea. With no limit to thelr number,
their very creation provided a form of
political patronage of the worat sort.
Once tn office, they have been rulers,
almost, of lite and death over the un-
fortunates who passed through thelr
courts. They have often stooped to
threatening men in debt, and working
as common collection agents. They have
often been known to exact exorbitant
fees, and to kecp thelr victims paying
through the years. The history of the
North Caroilna Justice is not a pretty
story.

Especially, in our minds, has that been
true In recent years. There has been,
biennially, the attempt to pass a Con-

and the other State does not
hesitate to call upon every member to
use all possible influence for the bring-
Ing of 2new day to the forgotten people
behind the walls. As we have sald so
eoften In the past, the mere matter of
smeney does not, and will not, begin to
heal Morganton's flla. Now that there i,
. supposedly, a suffictency of money, a
Big Board and a declaration that In the
ifuture conditions will be greatly ime
‘proved, thers must be thanktulness,
Zhare must also be watchfulness.
¥ will be easy for Board. members
®ho have served fn the past to fall into
habits of niglect, or Lo permit one or
figrmbors to dominate the Inatitu-
e and the lves of the patients, There
18,708 tha Qovernor says, &n end
814 ths hope that, hencelorth,

2 to control thelr
actlvities. Each time the General Assem-
bly has cowered, fearful of upsetting
the political status quo, of offending
the powerful Justices who have man-
aged to build .up little political machines
about them In every corner of the State,

The Justices have defended themselves
well, thua far, but at the next session
of the Leglslature they wlll face real
opposition. The Bar Assoctatlon, with its
sights directly on the target, wants to
1imit the number of Justices, to put them
on salarles and not a fee basis, to divide
clvil and criminal work} and ta have
them appoliited, tn the future, hy resl~
dent Buperior Court judges. If that bl
ia pasied and those sleps are taken,
we will have made progress and eradi-
cated an old, ald evil,

’

. Am Awis Split?

The Merfye(}ejallggmd s

] . WASKHINGTON
W/rm tha invaeion of Bieily, the gquestion of
whether Germany and Ttaly can pull togsther as
8 team-now becomes something much more than a
subject of amusing wlsecracks. The basic hostility
always exiating between them—both the armies and
the people—may now prove to be the fatal fawlf in
the Axis. United States diplomats and newsmen who
tived {nterned in Ttaly untll May, 1042, recall many
an expression of Itallan resentment against the
Germans,

©On the night bofore the interned Americans

left Romo to return fo the U. B, a group of

newspaper men, Including ‘Richard Q. Dassock

of the {E} Press, visited & restaurant -
called Biblloteca, which had been a favoriter
haunt for moat of them beforo the days of in-

ternment. The placo wns packed, largely with

Germans, but when the head waltar recognized

them, he hustied some diners off, to mske room

for his old Amorican friends, An Italian at the

next table mumbfed semething about Germans

Intruding, whereupon AFs
“We are n rmant” “Excuse ‘mie,” satd the
Ttalian, Indicating clesrly that to call 3 man
German 1z o fighting vord,

This prompted ancther IMtallan to come to Mase
sock, the first American he had scen for montha,
With an affectfonate embrace he aaid, “Please giva
my kind regards to Presldent Roosevelt!”

United States officlals who know Slelly suspect
there may have been a Sleilian fifth eolumn oper=
ating In favor of the Allled Invasion forces, They
base this suspiclon an the fact that Sleily haa always
heen an Insurgent area-"the unreconstructed south”
of Italy,

Sleily was the rcene of the Mafla Soclety, known
in the United States as the Blsck Hand, It was
more respectable there than here, however, belng
bitterly .anti-Mussolnl as the result of I Duces
ouccesshitl efforts ta drive the roclety underground.
Members of Mafln were the vigllantes of Sleliy,
undertaking to settle family feuds and personal
problems outside the realm of the law.

‘people of Slelly have always called
themselvea Slefllana, rather than Qalians, and
they were the Inot elements of It Duec's cmpire fo
rubmit to Fasclst dominatlon. These factors
cxplaln why some clements of the invadlng
army were openly welcomed and others may have
been secretly helped by the Seltian people.

Tor Senator “Happy® Chandler of Kentucky the
round-the-world trlp of flve Senators investigating
war conditlons will be “unhappy.” A lot of the things
he flgured on won't come off. In the first.place, it
il not Bo n pilgrimnge of the Senate Milltary Af-
falrs Committee nlone, but & combination of Military
Affalrs and the more sober Truman and Senate
Appropriatlona  Committees. Stcond, the charming
Kentuckian will not head the sce-the-world probe.
Sedate Senator Dick Russell 6f Georeln witl be chair-
man instead.

. © By Drew Pearsom

Finally,-therd fa the matter of Tunda [
inally “Hoppy™ Chandler informed hin colleagues:
thal this Somste Miltary ‘Affalirs Committes:had
§3,000 to xpend for the trip's expenses, Then
ons day Senstor Chan Gutney of Sontl Dakots,
Republican member of the Milltary Affairs Com- -
mittee, tackied Republican members of the Tru-

. mon Commities In the clsak room. -

“I would go a little slow on that 83,000 ‘Happy'
Chandler premized, if I were you.”
"Why?" asked Senator Brewster of Maine,

“Because you can't spend it outslde the Western
Hemisphere,” replied Gurney. “The Committes ate
tached & provizo that not A cent coitld be apent for
trevel outside the Americas” N

Bo since ths flylng senators will spend all thelr
time In Africa, A Australie, and Europe, the
only chance they -will -have to spend. “Unhappy"
Ohandler’s committee money is when they are about
to hop off from Miami or land at San Francisco,
However, Chandler may feel o Hitle happler over the
fact that the Army iz sending with him a highe
ranking Army doctor end- old friend, Brig, Gen, Fred
‘W. Rankin,

Actually, the Investigating commlitiee can
end will do some Important work in eliminating
the same kingd of. frictlon smong sgencies at the
swar front that exista in Washington, The BEW,
Jesse Jones's RFC, and Cordell Huil's diplomats
unfortunately havé not confined theié rowing
to Washington, It will cspeclally Investigate re-
ports that American-bulit alrporls In forelgn
countries will bo turned over to those countries
six months after the war; also the importance af
using Britlsh oll rescrvea tn the Middle Eagt in-
stead of dralning U. 8. suppiles; and reports that
civillan supplics 1n North Afrlen have been dis-
trlbuted through French-Fasclet agenctes,

So it is expected that Senators Russell, Browe
ater and Mead of New York will dig nta these mate
ters thoroughly, This should leave Chandler plenty
of time to do the handshaking.

te: When “Happy” Chandler and a subcome
mittee afr-junketed to Alnoka last Summer he got
83000 cxpente money from the Scnate Military Af-
Infrs Commlttce and submitted o rough cxpense
account of 52000, despite he fact that most of his
afr travel was pald for by the Government, and hls
suibcomputtes was frequently entestalied at offlcers”
cluhs,

The meat shortage I giving rlse to backyard
staughtering of cattle and hogs, which is about as
safe and sanmiary as production of prohibition “bath-
tub gin' War Food Administration is trying to force
abservation of liwestock pormit order by making
lurtd examples of persons caught slaughtering withe
out perift.

Lurid enough was the case of ‘Theologus
Grillis, operator of Grilils Grill, in Jackson. Miss.,
who ran short of pork to feed his customers, and
solved his problem by slaughtering a hog that was
dlseased, Grlills pleaded gullty, and was fined $§5.000
for killing livestock without a permit. The meat was
condemned and destroyed. Government

i
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TI'm afraid Susan has made up her mind to be &

. ‘welder, but she cduld easily be a success in real
estate or insurance with that cute figurel”
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Erergday Conmnselor

Fem

By Rev. Herbert Spaugh

"YOU can't sce 1t now." i the title of n suggestive articls in

July American Leglon Magazine, which tells of the journey
of Independence and nr fle
Congress. Thla famous document has now taken ito twenty-se
Journey. Where? Ask the Fresident or the F.BI.

It took fts first journey at the time of a great natlonal e
“On the 12ih of December, 1736, Congress was in an uproar, A m
to adjourn was before the House. Several membors were on thelr
demanding recognition by the Chair. One sholted, “To flee s er
and sat down mopping his wet brow, though outside the thermon
steod at zero.

“The speaker recognized Samuel Adams. The' Massachusze
member spoke with ferced calmness, ‘I grant you the Americ
cause seems well-nlgh hopelesa, It i3 trun that for menths Was
inglon has been retreating untl now he and his men.ars
Pennsylvania. In Jersey within a day's march, are the Brith
Should this bitter cold strengthen the leo, tha Delawara R
wlllx offer the Brillsh passage into Philadelphia, This s the s

are out looking for other offenders.

Ol._le Plant Still Unbombed

Sieilyy BDoswss

The

; —By Dorman Swith

HERR GOEEBELS‘;

PROFAGANDA i,

rolken Hortress

By Santuel Grafton .

NEW YORK

F§/HAT doea the Invasion of Sicily mean? It means
there 1s no Forlress Europa any more. What
can be done nt one polnt can be done at another, It
means that a year of Hitler propaganda about the
European fortress s thrown out the window. The
root of the fortress has leaked for a long time. Now

‘we see that lts doors fly open when klcked.

Slelly means  that the second froni |s
taatically posslble. We did not really know this
hefore. Hitler did not know it. The Allles dld not

now it, and thelr encmies dld net know It.

The Alilea had hoped that a second fronl was

tactienlly possible, Now they know that it Is,

which is very different. B

Those among us who have talked idly, or specu-
Iaiively, or hopetully, of some nlternative method
of warfare hesldes the sccond front, perhaps pura
alr war, can do 5o no longer, They used to be ahle
to say: "Maybe it must be pure alr war, because may-
he a second land front is Impossible.” Those maybes
were defeated on the beaches of Siclly. The whole
character of Western public dlscusston of the war
15 mftected,

Oddly enough, Slcily has as nmuch meaning
{for the Pacitle, for Japan, as It has for Eurepe.
The Axls'n attempted eveuses, Ita explanations
that Slelly Is only an kaland, will not greatly
hearten the Axis's istand ally in the Exst, Only
an fsland, Is It? So dn the maln body of Japan
only an lalnnd, and her most Important passess
slonn ara only Islandn, But these, oo far, are aur-
fnce meaning, tha nbyvious cfforts of & great event.
Let un dlg deepers,

giclly  has ruled oul fhe danger of a stalemate,

Btalemate wan Hitler's 1dm hope. Winstan Churchiil

warned us of thin on May 20, when he sald, fn the

moal. ominous terma; “Thére s one krave nl\nger
.

which wlil go Along with us to the end That danger
fs the undue prolongation of the war. No one can
tefl what new complications ard peris might arse
In four or five more years nf war. and It s in the
dragging out. of war al enormous expense Uil Ule
democracies are tired or hored or spht that the matn
hopes af Germany and Japan must now reside.”

Slelly is 2 blow against stzlemate. Hitler's
Inns of the hope of atalemate bs his most stunning
defeal in Siclly, far more important than the
coming of Siclly lself. Tt makes 1t necessary for
Hitler to change his strategy, and it leaves him
no strategy to change to. Russla proved that the
Hitler offenslve was not Invinecible, and Sleily
proves the Hitler defenstve Is not invineible,

The test of a great event Is its repercussions, its
ablllty to generate other great ‘events. If we glance
beck at the American scene now, we see that those
few ex-lsolationists who have asked that we postpone
concluslons in Euvope, and concentrate on other
fronts, bave been placed n ns awkward a didemma
a3 Hltler himself.

Thelr “tine,* llke his, [s shattered. It was al
very well 1o say: “Don't gp Into Evrope, It's Im-
possible.! Now It is not only possible, 14 is actual:
we are In Eutope. Il they would continue their
“line” they will have to say: "Come on back oul
af Europe This they cannot say,

8o, every dnfiuence In the world that has been
making for staleminto hins been atfected by the in-
vaslon of Sletly. Bletly ls not only a great military
enterprleo: It {5 great statesmanship Look at it
closely, and you will see that this s the West's first
ady blow at Fascismi. It has come at last, even
though it looked ltke o mcre operation against an
oland. . .

Fascism and #t5 friends. wiiling and unwilling,
conselous and unconsclous, have equally been over-
run, This is what wa have waited ton years for,

Adr Flosds

same  with
looking llke workingmen at the end of & day

“Fellow membars, T tell you it 18 but seemlogly. PROVIDENO!
ON OUR BIDE. GOD'S ARM 18 NOT BHORTENED, IF NEED
HE WILL WORK A MIRACLE TO SAVE PHILADELFHIA,
ail that threatens our new nation, He wiil catabltsh America’s
upon & rock, Let us atay where we are—here (n' Philadelphiat

Although Congress disregarded Adam's plen and fled to Bakin
as history tells us, the miracle took place. On Christmns Eve W
ington crossed the - Delaware, captured Trenton and the Br
retreated to New York. Shamefacedly the Comgress of MHttle f
hustled back to Fhiladelphia.

Thls 13 only ane of the many Instances when purpesaful pray
of plous men brought mirncles, A friend just back from !
Natlon's Capital tells firat hand how,ths greeling whish Scerota
of War Stlmson gave to Capinin Rickendacker when he return
atter his miraculous rescue included: “Mora prayers wera effer
for you, Caplain, than yiu will ever know. Thai s why yoa
here today.” )

When we lonk back over the first year following Pearl Ha
and now realize the awful danger, WE THANK GOD FOR MEN
FAITH AND PRAYER.

ood Bummting

By Raymond Clapper

ALLIED COMMAND POST, NORTH AFRI
OUT at a dusty ale fleld T arrtved Just 1n timo to see a aquad
of A-J8 lght fighter-bombera come In from good: huntlng ¢
Blelly, One after another they landed on the converted goat paat
converted. (s Iy, to the exlent of having a few flald tents put
for quarters. The small, trim, deadly A-J6s simmed down. boun
aver the rough gronnd, setiling to a stop amid clouds of Afrf
dust. The pilots cltmb out wringing wet becausa it 15 hot fiylng .
a cauple of hundred feet nbove the surface, ,

They throw off thelr fat Mae West Hfe Jackels, rub the du.
off of thelr eyes and the squadron leader, n leulenanl rolone
naya, “Let's check in and get over {o thase Red Crosa deughnuts,
The blggest thing In thelr lives at the moment In an Amerlca
Red Croas glrl under an olive iren serving coffee and doughnut:
Only after the nccond cup of coffes and the third doughnut d
you’ begln to hear about what happened over Blelly a few min
aies ago.

The most popular man in the squadron had had hls plane s
up by ant-alreraft fire and had to bail out. The formation, 1y
at only 300 fecl. saw thelr pal land I i town and start runn

up an alley, followed by severnl Italians. The squadron followed

ciase. Evely tme the Amerlean flyer dodged around s carner,
300 feet up, would let go with ihelr machine guns on -
uing Itallans.

These fhiers have heen golng out once or twice a dny dur

D
D

fir helght of the Sicllian campalgn, practleally seelng the whites
the cnemy’s eyes tn low strafing atlacks on witltary trucks, raitre
sards, radio slatiens and other targets. One is apt to think of th
hoya 1n purple terms—glittering knights of the skies—but the he

fact Is they llve with thelr heads in the skies but their feet

inches deep In dust.

All Slelly may be apen to them In the alr but on the groun:
they lead liolated, dusty lives Hke desert rats, tos far from tows
i et In for & bath and recreation, And they must fiy every da)
diting 3 big drive ilke this so their vislt to the Red Croms gir
with the blg lank of coffes and (he crate of deughnuts become:
the most exciting event In their fives,

The men climbed out of the planes from this misston

two day's growth of beard. uniforms grimy. genera
digging ditches.

¢se are the boys who are doing men’s work, who have sav

tnshav

I
thauiands of lives of American ground troops, who are taklng lo

chances to make the war shorter for everyone ecise and thelr o

days fcwer, They &
no gallery for which o

re the most spectacular figures of war yet they ha
atrut and only an

hour or o at a time

they wize out of thelr dust-bound llfe to play thelr parts in 4
revolutionary warfare. These are the real revolutionaries,.thess ;m
and men like Arnold. Spaatz, Eaker.and Harrls.

They would be horrified ta think they are revoltitlénatiea it
they are showing how relalively few men wilh relatively fow
casualiles can hop over defenses, changing the ;Whele balance. of
forcea In war:: More than thal, whith:they “are. new
demonstrating how fo use has possibilities a8 Weapen of eace
in the sense that nene han existed before, It mukes ‘aiworld polion
force physically possible for the firat time.

The real revolutionaries are these génerals of ‘the alF sid  the

fllers munching on Red Cross doughnuts-on-a dusty -Africin airfiel
‘They are the pleneers whé can meake it ‘possitle o oullaw war a3
drive it out of extstence, B

W the most vital factar In the
war,
—0cn. George ©., Marshall,
No natien esn aver.hesomse
completely self-ruffictent tn fn.
dustry. History shews that when
the people of any country find
profilable joha thelr Inereasad
cangmption ereates s demand
for goods—lorelzn snddemes-

o,
~Fredetick C. ‘Crawledd, prasts

uoie, Unguole

HAVE selzed the initiauva,

dadi Maltlonnl Asssclatton: of

Mantfastarery,

After Ahs “whr Buvepe wilt
have most s hér INdERSY e
stroyd [0F “woen sulgnd . ex
farmer doonsuds bolalleny v
ool A new - By Wil Bogin
and 1L muit e buged g
Feintinls ot e u;aaé.“;&&
sDr PrEl Banael of -
(wetlern Unfesrslty, .




