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sisted. first, of about two thousand
Americans, well seasoned and good
fightera.. Then, about twelve hun-
dred PFillping Scouts—equally well
tralned and eqiially “good; ~ Lastly,
they had In the fighting line about

er worn & uniform unthl
wrekis before the -war tarted,
soldiers, they would compare with
American sclectees who had had
the same amount of training—
which is to say they weren't worth
& damn. They couldn't bit any
thing they shot at; If their guns
they didn’t know how to
fix them: and the Japanese could
scare them with firccrackers—and
sometimes did.

“Thelr officers wrre equaliy un-
trained. Toward the end, it was
grotesque.  Tough.  experienced
Regular Army ates would be
g1¥Ing orders to Filipina generals.
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ten Japnnese, and our
o were only
wounded,  We were to
men later, and all our
the Japs were 1o pay

the same ratio,

On the s.ax hack I
that we had fired aor
pedacs, exerpt thesr
need tonfilizour tubes
run toiChina.  And
Just “about. ennugh ga
s there, with.hardly
ta spare, - If we were
make the “run; we mu
it soon. CAnd
plain that'we coutdn’t

ity last e

said Cox
Striman
the front—sonietimes ;up
oRtposts. Thrre were'a
I untform on B
fiotit-lne = fixhting

S0l

But from the mauntains of Ba-

the enemy—both had

every man in our combined crews.

it was getting

more for Bataan, which was an

T can tetlvou abotit: the "Arm;
“Tiueed to get bored At
“Gove:and lake

Batian;

dark. For
T drowned
casualties
onr  man
fose more
boats but
At almost

realized
fast tor-
we would
for the
we had
s to get
a barrel
ever to
ast make

dn much

trips ito
pHintnsthe
lat:of (et

diers dcons

OUT OUR WAY
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Tun ragged ovi
Japs punched s hole in the lmue,
experienced troops  would
have to be thrown in to plug it
—rcverywhere at ones
there was
equipment—noe spare  parts,
a few tapks left, win
falling off. A ‘missing fan
belt would put an entire wragtor
ont of the war—for want
tend, a thuk would be fmk by
the roadside.

“l drove an ambulance in
France in 1940, and in soms
ways It was the same story

uzan. The same lack af
equipment, planes, communic
tions. ‘The same disorganiza-
tlon — eserybody falling back,
or  ma fighting  without
hope just because it was a
habit, Both in France and on
Luzon you threw the book
vay—and did what you cauld
with what you had.
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there were
it
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ore
hold
arms

difterences.

. can't
W thevd drop thelr
and run.

on  Bataan. even when
v knew in thew hearts it was
hopeless, they'd  say, 'Damn it
we're nnl backing up to Corregi-
fdor— oing to hold  them
! I‘he‘ kept on fighting even
down to the last diteh, when they
were so  tired they  staggered—
and 1 have watched them stagger
~—and "when . they surrendered, it
with- their arms In their

hands.’
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7 T MEAN 1T THIS TIME , NOU. Z
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2 INGTO WORK, RIGHT. HERE
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AREFEpILE P40’ patehed 2 (ogether
Fromi e Bleces  of -many others.

“This pradid  Amierican
forée i guaranteed  us - air
periatiy i aver = that :are
thebay Jwhile the -General wa
auton e water.. The arca
was Fonly four - square miles,
and the S time Conly . halt  an
“hour=sabaut.all :{he  superiority
thls fiathetis. air farce was -able
to_guarantee.. While the Grn-
eral was having hiv ride 1 was
worrlod . supginse - something
had come up which ‘might wp-
set aur dash fa China® I coutd
see the men didn't undrerstand
i elther, and were stasting to
“xpeenlate and gossip.

But the Genrral esplained ev-
ervtiing when he returned from
the ride, by offictally presenting
Bulkeler witi e order decorat-
ing him with the DSC.  wed
known about It for weeks, but
this, 1t scemed. was the official
presentation. He sbo congratulute
ed the men on the fine work they
had done. and handed each n
package of cigareties, wasn'
until that nizht  that Bulkeley
totd me all this had been camous
flage. For that morning the Gen-
cral had cailed Bim in_and told
Dim of the new plan. China was
ouL for us. Al rizht, Becaus
Washington bad made MacArthur
Commander-in-Chief for all the
Pacific and ordered him to leave,
A submarine had been sucgested,
but. Macarhur had said Bulkeley
ouly commanding officer
e e i whom he had com.
plete  confidence—he  was aHing
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and so
tn allay
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“0f course to us this meant
that the China trip—our last
hope ot seelng “America and
escaping death or 3 Japanese
prisan—was gane forcver. Now
the MTB's wrre like the rest
here in the islinds—the ox-
pendables wha fight an with-
out hape fo the end. Se far as
we knew, we would now finish
up the war bn the southern idl-
ands, when  the  Japs ot
around (o mopping up se last
American resislance there,

yet 1 was
Morm, I thinl
Pegry. 1 wasu't.

curiowy nlad
it was because of
quilty any more.
Now we both had our duty to
do here in the Philippines. Of
contrse T would never see her again
—her job was here in Corregidor,
and mihe would be down hi the
southern _ Islands. our end
would be the - me \\r were bathy
expendable now aEn't running
out_an her and T e
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