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Stalingrad
Siege Ended,
Soviets Aim

For Caucasus

Troops Spurt
Beyond Elista

By HENRY C. CASSIDY

MOSCOW, —(AP)-— Leav-
ing the Malmyck capital of
Elista far in its rear, the Red
Army has driven to the
shores of the great lake east
of Salsk in an offensive
i1aimed directly at the Caucas-
us after trapping 22 divisions
at Stalingrad and killing or
capturing 312,650 of the en-
emy; the Russians reported
today.

The rush ta the shores of the
great lake, now frozen -and snow
covered. carried the Russian troops
‘[to = potnt about. 40 miles southe
west of Elista in the biggest sin-
gle day's Jump of the offensive
below Stalingra

The nussmn ‘winter campatgn
thus had put the .German forces
nithe Caucasuz In an incress-
ingly . dangerous  position ' after

Half the Defenders Killed as Yanks
Drop 76,000 Pounds of Explosives

By OLEN W. CLEMENTS ..J
ABOARD A BOMBER OVER WAKE ISLAND: Dec. 24
—(AP)—Huge American bombers plunged from the high
heavens today on unsuspecting Wake Isiand and’plastéred
the Japs with 76,000 pounds of bombs in the biggest iass
raid of the Pacific war.
Possibly more than half the Jap defenders were killed:

There were no American casualties.

Intense fires’ Were staried both

on Wake snd Péale Islands.
Japs were caught in bed one
ute after mid-night. Their anl
sircratt fire, which didn't start un-
ul long alter the first bombs e
p!udcd, was wild and the (rightened
Japs could be seen in the brilliant
moonlh‘zht Tunning madly for their
dugouf

In = split second the bomba

crashed all over both islands.

Fires crackled evorywhere,
“CHIS 1§ §T*

Precisely at midnight the flight
leader, Colonel Willam  A.°. Ma-
theney of Carripgton, N. D, flipped
on his radio and called ts thel?

of :supply as patrols on

sides  tested the battle

ek, possibly:as a prelimi-

Yy to:the “decisive test of

trengthi

0. more Axls supply ships snd

adestroyer  havel been

: by British . submarities ot

08O of Tunis and off “Biseite;
t}.a Adiniralty snnounced,

Hourth Iship, . Cairo said, was

B AR aerfal . torpedo - i

'y ool Slelly . and . sas set_on

lapnnag anl
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an c:p)au(cry aperatiag
the: posifl ond . of :the

.,

n ARIM Readantiers
Hque: last

R fatlos | west

Fremh forces ™ had
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Mystery Sea
 Battle Rages

Nazi Tirpitz, Prinz Eu-
gen May Be Trapped
LONDON—#"—A sharp bate
tle between units of the Brit-
t=h ang German fleets appar-~
ently shl was being fought
somewhere In northern waters
todny but news of the engage-
ment was limlted to a terse
Admiralty communique last
vhith reporled a Nazt
iser dnmaged and & destroy-

hg newspapers.
pecnlated  on  the
hat  thepowerful
German battleship Tirpitz, the
10000-ton crulser Pring Eugen
and other vessels, of the Gor-
man Navy might have been
fntereepted i1 an attempt to
sneak out into the Atiantic.
MiTor  sugrested

Admiraity

hit and lmd withdrawn from

the actlon, which the commu=

nigue sald was continuing.
The Tirphiz last was reparted
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Defense At Kiska

Zeroes Surprise
Plancs;
SHINGTO

ican lightning fighte

— (AP)—The Na
Japanese “Zero” float planes had s

Attacking U/ 8!
Bag Three in Aleutians

reported toady that
hot down two Amer-
and a bémber while lesing only one of

their own number in a hattle aver Kiska in the Aleutian

Islands.
Communigue No. 235 sald:
“NORTH FPAFICIC.
at 930 P M.
medium bomb-
ers (North Amirican B-2) escort-
ed by “Lightning fighters (Lock-

ather,
Tost,

Ne. 1.

“South Pacific: (Al

East Longtitude).
d1

dates

8. planex were

are

3. task force

P.
medium

beed P-38), was intcrcepted by
four Japanese ‘Zeso float planes’
while proceeding to attack twa
clemy carge ships ror transports)
in Kiska Harbor, Two ‘Hk!\tmnx
and one ‘Zero' w

during .the fight.
attacked  the Sy shp:
uncertain One
shot down.
Dee. 3L

of

Al 143 A,
bambers

enemy

an
T,

(Martin B-26) escorted by
ning’ iLockheed P-38) and °Al
cobra® «Belt P-39) fighter

od the alrficld at
Georgin Tsland, Resuits were
Inited  States troops
tand  killed  tw

our 2
tivity
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The reparted
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| WASHINGTON — (P)~The New
¥8d7iwns born wday to a natlen
thing’. for o  total
itus - amld om:m
65 wi
F'agHm, . tortuous smxggle to
vlcwry.
B b te.bo 8 year of o
Welies, say thoso forccastern—.

m{gry reversals  but  wmore
~&ifan: triwmphs: prospority bul
‘econonsle dangers; vasily
oroased production of arma-
t bot aad  fewer

even In its midnight bic lIv
Waa - recelved from

reverenco by
ngs in churche:

CUT POWN
s gasoline ©

‘Cold Fact @@pgﬁ@é E‘@if@ casts

plants continued

thelr round-the:
cleck production.

Observance of the New Year
In the nation's capltai brought
prophecies from hlgh Govern.
ment officlals that 1843 will
bring turther mititaty progress
toford vietory but there were

warnlpgs of umcrows
ships ahead,
Milo Perkins,
the Board

hard-

exceutive dircctor
of Economic War-
fare predicted that sharply
creased  afr  attacks during  the
year on Hitler's fndustrial Europe
can_materlally weaken Germany's

War Fails To Muffle
Times Scuare Cutups

NEW YORY
way was

—iA%— Broad:
slightly  reminlseent
today of a clreus grounds the
day after the cireus left, but
young 1942 received quite . a
welcome white It lasted.

I was 5 tradlonal relebras
tlon and more. Nlght spota {rom
inexpensive bars fo claborate
BiEht clubs weee erowded, and
some thought it
¥ork City's most  cxpensive
New Year's celebration fn twen-
ty years. Twenty years — that
would be 1923 and another war
ni the earc-
roarlng along.

This time there were the usual
Taughing crowds In the strects
at midnight, with 580,000 colie
brants estlmated to be Jammicd
Inte the Yimes Sauare  arca
alone,

But for all that,
touches were
Broadway
Way" this )@br. for the spec-
tacular signs along the strect
were dark and street lights
were dim In conformity with
war Tegulations

Mingtng  evervwhers In the
erawd were soldlers, satlara and
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Vietory Tax
{Hits E@g@mﬁs
Five: Per Cent Hunk

Coming Out of Checks
WASHINGTON — (#—Starting

today the average American who
works for a living will have to
get along with at least 5 per cent
less income, but eventually he will
et some of It back in one form
or another.

At midnight last night the new
Victory tax wemb Into effect, and
Uncle - Sam  will ‘start  clipping
from evers. pay ,envelope 5 per
cent of each week's - pay-inex-
coss of $12

The tax wiil be withheld from
your pay, the responsibility of
collecting and turning It over to
the Treasury resting with the eme
ployer,

CREDITS ALLOWED

At the end of the year,
emplover  must  certify o
employee the amount of victory
tax  withheld durlng  the ycar,
and from then-on the taxpayer
can start figuring how much of
it he will gel back. d in case
you are one of those individuals
who Is paid bi-wee r month-
Iy and your first pay in 1943 in-
cludes money you carned in the
closing days of 1942, the 5 per cent
comes out of the total, not alone
that part of the pay carned in
103, for the law imposes the
tax on alt wages received in 1943,

Is not all tax, however, for
post-war credits are nllowed on
part of it. You can use the credit
during the war -for paying other
taxes, luidating vald  indebt-

buying war bonds or- pay-
ing fnsurance premiums. or you
can let It ride unul after the war

TAX on Page A

Allied Bombers
Strike-at-Akyab

NEW DELHI—@ —RAF Blen-
helm bombers attacked the Jape
aiiece-occupled port of Akyab on

sy Gonst of Burma vester
daylight
on coastal shipping and
2Taid oo the airdrome &4 S-wepo,
a Brittsh communique reported to-

each
each

See VICTORY

es- | day

942,

0,600, -
e

he
s,
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~Bomb hits were reported on the
dock arca at Akyab and on mir-
ficld runways al Shwepo. The
sweeps were carried out wilhout
the loss of a single aircraft, the
bulletin satd. :
Mhe communique el dlsclosed
that British Iand forces had clash
sain_ with Japanese patrols
of the Mayu River
Ra(hr(\i\\mn soma 25 miles
hothwest of Akyab,’

advanca pomi- féached  yes-
térday, : ' Soviét ; communlque
closed, : was - Priyutnoe,
miles | south. of Remantiioe, W
was . taken . the® previous day.
The
was virtualy éncircled, . with  the
Russians - laving  passed by . both
on the -south and the nporth.
e lake spreads northwest to

the approach of . Salsk, . only
about °50 mlles away. and 18 fro-
=en surface, it was, belleved, would
facllitate the Russian- advance pt
this sessom ?

Another dangerons bend had
been created for the Germams
farther nerth along the Dem,
where thoir “flanks were imen.
sced by two Red Army salients
foulivess o8 Stalingrad
through  Kotclnfiovskl  and,
oot of Sialingead to the Wi
Jerove srea, B

The Germans still held the lat-
ter town. but the railroad leading
southwest to Voroshilovgrad had
been cut.

The two Russlan arms thus
threatened a sccond vast encire
clement of German forces In the
Don bulge.

The_special new year's commun-
fque sald 1389 towns had' heen
captured the powerful _triple
offensive on both sides of Stalin-
grad in the Middle Don and south-
west of Stalingrad which began
Nov, 19. Advances up to 125 miles
had been chalked up. It sald.

Vast quantities of German
cquipment were reported destroyed
or captured in the push.

A special war bulletin disclosed
that the Red Army drives northwest
and  southwest of  Stalingrad,
through the middle Don area, and
far south of Stallngrad were three
closely-knit phases of one major
strategle operation, carctully drawn
up by the Red Army Command to
save Stalingrad.

“The alm wes skilfully accom-

German {garrison -t : Blista | &

hng Ilne of planes behind Rl
This 1s i,

ds in the' world's history,
Faster srd faster the bember

speed
creasing  altitede
Matheny,

Down and down' the ‘plene sped,
1ty occupwu watching on all sides,
for signs of anti-aireraft fire, None
came ,

Colonel Matheny pulled hér nosé
up. -Suddenly brilliant red fiashes
were seen below. Then more and
more. The ber . was streaking
through the air at:terrific speed.
“When are you: golng .10 . turn
loose those incendlaries?”: Colonel

and -
¢ Colonct

all ef us”
‘The statement was kamd

Mat.heny ss-;ed the bomb&rditr - The : Preaid

Spokane, Wash.
“Gone sir.” replled  the "Hauten<
ant. And ati that moment s huge
flash-was-seen— ~

Planes on each wlnx let thétrs
§o at the same time.. When the
colonel .turned his ship, every one
of the bulldings in that long row

run from the

stilt Lhere was no anti-slrcraft
fire.

Finally after what seemed-:an
eternlty, a few Jsps managed 1o
reach two ack-ack.guns and -let
go wildly. Shells burst fully 6000
feet above and two ‘miles away
from the nearest Amcrican plane.
Then  machine guns unlimbered
and -tracers bogan to. hunt
planss above.

Two_scarchlighty popped on -bes
low, Theit beams caught the lead-

Ses STALINGEAD on Page SA

were afire. Japancce wors zeen fo| o
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A Bunch ©Ff Bz, Smiths

WASHINGTON
bunch of brand new Congr:
men who arrived s fow da
early to look things over were
reliably reported todav to be
of “the opinion” that thero i
considerabie mbout the capital
which doea not meet tha eye.
None of them dug up that
ol gag about this betng tho
“District of Confusion,
was understood that a quick
perusal of the Congressionsl
. directory and a hurrled huddle
with some veteran: capitalites
had left them a bit on tha be-
fuddled side, bscauss they found

Secrctary of vthe - Treasury
Morgenthay iz not tha Treasur«
er of the United States. It's an-
other fellow nliogether —. Wil-
liam A.. Julian.

Harlsn P, Stone I not Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court,

but Chief Justice of the United
CUSY .

Seeretary of Commerce Jes
H. Jones is not usually found
at the Commerce Department.
but at the Reconstruction i
nance CorpbFation: -

The Secret Service Divislon
1s not attached to the Dopart-
ment of Justice or Federal Bu-
reau of Investigatfon, but to
the Treasury Departmont.
Congresstonat ‘commitices aro
not limited to Congrossmen, but
may faclude -oablnet members,
CGovernment and va-
rious. other pa

Thte ‘Toreign fervién Offtoere:
Tralntng © School': 15 not  under
the . guidancs:of ;the - War , or

Navy -Depariments,:but' 1s part
of the:State : Deparitnent,
Pan -Ack::(oh,

Intarstate s Commerss : Qams
3400,

_“'And the Diviston'ol Astrophss
nlcal Rosoarch: s part of (hg
Smithsonlan ; Inatitution
All ;right, now ety
war.
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