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The Echo

Only the Opposition Chimed in
With Willkie's Fight Appeal
‘Wendell Willkle, busy breaking & rec-
“erd for outspokenncss among unofficial
‘American ambassadors that goes back
to Benjamin Franklin. fals to ser the
difference between speaking his mind
at home and abroad. As loudly as he
spoke in the Philadelphia convention,
he spoke in Moscow for the second front.
Because he gave his subject no equivocal
‘treatment, it got attention.

#In England the Labor Party heads.
anxious for another neediing of the
_ Churehill War Cabinet and glad of an-
‘other oppartunity to sue for their Rus-
Cgian friends, made almost all of the
nolse. The Government itself, confront-
ed by a forthright informal American
outburst, said little. It only called at-
tention to the already opened thirteen
fronts involving British soldiers. But
the Wilkle-raised cry was alive in the

d.
For fifteen months, since Germany
{nvaded Russia, there has been a cry for
rellef, Trickles of supplies helped. but
didn't drain off the Nazi hordes. There
has been well over a year In which Bri-
fain might have prepared. Her strength
growing daily, and that of the United
_ States being felt in" many theaters, Bri-
tamn still waits. Russia wants to know
why, and in her behall, apparently,
‘Willkie asked his questions.
Both Roosevelt and Churchill have
Teft the world with the definite optim-
istic impression that a second front
would be opened on the continent—and
in 1942, There has been only Dicppe,
(and lesser raids) and a schedule of
‘bombing. It needs saylng again and
agaln that these measures wlll not re-
 leve the Russian armies or make the
way & great deal easler for any com-
ing Allied offensive.
. Now that Hitler is at the climax stage
on the Eastern front there ls time and
the chance to pour those strengthened
forces Into the continent under superior
alr power. Now is the time to force the
Luftwatfe's remnants in the West to
" come up end fight—and be destroyed.
The price will be high; tomorrow it will
be much higher. The year s growing
no younger. This should bc no diversion
for Russia. This shoild be the final
thrust for victory. If postponed, it may
become more costly than we can now
forsee on then endure.

The Charlotie

A Cruiser So Christened
Would Bear a Proud Name

A laudable enterprize 1s that of Gov-
‘trnor Broughton in ‘trying to persuade
the Navy to name one of its new cruls-
ers the Charlotte. The city is not with-
‘out history and tradition. and every,
body knows it is as full of fight as a
den of wiideats.
b It is & stranger to blue water, to be
. mure, buy the prevalence of Baptists in
1tz midst makes it fearless of immersion.
And the name Charlotte is a nueenly
name, and ships, poetically and gram-
matleally, are proud she creatures
Whether thls  proposed  Charlelle
would be » heavy or a lght crubser--
whether, that is, she would carry ¢igh
inch or six-inch puns--ls of no preat
the city has its comple-
ment of buth big and litte shots. The
Important thing would be that she use
‘With utmost - {fect the equipment which
had been allotted her; and that st
éaliof the town for which the &
would - be name
By ‘ali mea

site She wil

rowhicrh b

At Fast

. Mr. Davis Reduces Waste
. 0f Good White Paper

There! has'already, been, come to
ik of ‘itiia decided drop I the vol-
eiand frequeiicy of ;the public
{ald sent out of Washingtor to ne
ers. Wikh (he: dictum . of - Mr. Elm¢
irector of Warinformation

that

. being done. here for its

propriate publleations, Mr. Davls is ren-
dering a distinct service not only to
harassed newspaper edltors, overloaded
post offices and the Public Printer, but
to the prestige of the United States
Government as well. That glgantic, oc-
topus-like orgapization has shown it-
self so Incapable of keeping its own
premises in order that it has become
a standing Joke. Washington w: run-

:, a world and a war, but
s runhing ragged.

What the Government needs s some-
one like Mr. Davis, neither politician
nor social worker, level-headed and
preferably on the brusque side, to do for
the whole Federal establishment what is
Information
agencies. Not only would it save a sack
full of money and free a passel of job-
holders for -war work; it would unbind
efficiency from the layers of red tape
in which it Is now swathed.

First MMozve

It Belongs to .‘iltlltérxlg',
Not to Volunteers

There will be, we fear, no greater en-
thusiasm for Leon Henderson’s brood-
ing request that automobile-owners
voluntarily sell to the Government any
tires which they may have in excess of
five to the vehicle, than there was for
Westbrook Pegler's suggestion that front
and rear bumpers be contributed to
the serap metal hedp, or for Washing-
ton Merry-Go-Round's that rubber mats
in trunk compartments of automobiles
be parted with in the rubber salvage
campalgn.

Does this unresponsiveness signify a
lack of patriotism ar a reasonable in-
terest In the country's war needs? It
may, but not necessarlly, If an Engllsh-
man’s home is hils castle, an American’s
car is his royal equlpage, and any de-
liberate impairment of its beauty or
utllity would represent a horrible dese-
cratlon, something approaching suicide.

Beside, who are these despollers who
would take the tires which, foresighted-
ly, he stored in the attic, the rubber
mat which belongs In the car and the
pumpers which give it eclat and some
little Insurance, for its fenders? One of
them speaks for the Government, but
two of them speak only for themselves,
and the one who speaks for the Gov-
ernment speaks tentatlvely and half-
apologetically.

But if the Government, now, wanted
and had to have these tires, these mats
and these bumpers, let the order come
roaring out of Washington, and it witt
be complied with, Meantime, the Ameri-
ean auto-owner Isn't going to get tough
with his car unt§l somebody in author-
ity gets tough with him.

Large Dedor

Community Chest and War
Causes Call for Generosity

AU first glance, the figure announced
for this year's Community Chest cam-
palpn faltly takes the breath away. But
a cioser examination discloses that a
host of new and appealing causes have
heen placed  under (he Ches wing,
that even its name has been augmented
and piven a martial ting. The agency
has become, and quite properly and re-
sponsively, the War & Community Chest,

And with fts war reliefs and the

ater.demands of war upon many in-
stntlons, such as the YMCA, it was
inevitable that the Chests minimum

requirements, always large ! a lump,
but modest enough when apportioned
cut to the partleipating agencies, would

gregate aomajor sum. We sec no

o witempting to play the sum

It this community, given ta

s something Jike '$100.000 only

Lith o atrugiie to ralse something

Lke $200.000. 1t ts koing to have ta face

the fac t contributions will need
w be on a new scale,

They wil have to be increased; more-
over, in the face of Intensive competi-
ton for w citizen's dollars, despite bis
obligution to centintie to purchase War
Bonds, despite  extraordinary Federal
taxes, ‘despite higher living costs. This
year's campalan s golng ta take a sight
of giving by those who have and haven't
n penernusly  before.

i

He wha lives by the sword shall perlsh
by the sume, and among our plants late-
1y dedicated to the making of) arms for
the lon of Hitler is a
factory. :

Vake Up. Congress

WASHINGTON

15 1s-something I never expected to write,

For the first time since I have been reporting in Wash-
ington, 1 belleve we are in danger of going over to dictator-

ship. .

T don't mean the temporary, quasi-dictatorshlp that war

always brings to 'a brief llfe. I mean dictatorship.

There can bé no Immediate return to nermal when the
1f Congress cannat recover Ms sense of
from pressure groups
like the ravenous farm lobby, it will be tio more capable
of dealing with reconstruction than it is capable of dealing

fighting steps.
and s

with war problems.

We are seelng before our eyes {his week the break-
down of leglslative government. Congress Is not legis-
lating, it is carrying out orders of a handful of farm
lobbyists who hover around the halls at the Capitol and
They are the Congress-—people you
never elected and whose names you probably dop't even
Now it has
reached deflance of an urgent need to hold the economy
To see this thing happening
st a crltical time Tke this Is an appalling event which
sends a shudder (hrough your frame If yon want to

give thelr orders.
know. It has been going on a long time.

of the country In balance.

keep this a democracy.

Time and again I have sald that dictatorships rise up

“And He That Strives To Touche To ‘A Starre Oft Stumbles -At A Straive—EDMUND : SPENSER

i

We Are Headed Toward 'Dic;t’ator’s'hi’p’;

By Raymond Clapper

out of the decayed rulns of parliamentary government, Time
and egaln I have said that those who atcused President
Roosevelt of trylng to become a dictator were silly. They
were sllly so Jong as we had a strong, healthy Congress
which did not have to eat out of the hand of one lobby.
I have. never seen any danger in delegaiing power
a0 long as the agency delegating it 1 in good health,
Modern government requires quick decislons and flexi-
bllity mot easily provided by the leglsiative process. But
strong executlve power must be kept In a framework
Congress 15
1t to put his war powers to the
fest In a way that wiI mean White House deflanco

of polley set by the lcgistative branch.
daring President Roo:

couniry has been able to wait forever, | One’ fine:morn=
ing after parliamentary government has’ falled,” some
fond-mouthed fellow In a uniform -gets ‘up: and  sn-
nounces he is boss and that you can call hini X ‘Duce
or Der Futhrer and like i, by God.

The odd thing which every ome of us ought to.keep
in mind s that the people lke ft—at- first, certainly.
These Cermans and 'Russians fighting at” Stalingrad be-
Heve in Hitler and Uncle Joe. They . believe - that " the
strong man knows how to lead them to victory. . They
are glad that unbelievers were jalled or sahot. When
government brezks down. people turn to the man they
think i3 strong enough to put them right side up sgain.

ot Congress on a questlon in which the public interest

Is 50 overwhelmingly on the President's side that he Is
the likely winner—and democratlc machinery the lkely
loser, Congress Is risking destruction of Ha prestige and

Influence to a fatel degree.

Weeks ago When 1 wrote Tather bitterly about” Com-
gress and its demagoguery, some of my Iriends fn Congress
‘1 understand some of the Congressional
Well, maybe-T was &

went into pouts.
ladies took out their hatchets ‘also.

You know how thls country turned to Mr. Roose-
velt that mornlng In March, 1933, He looked like
the man who could save the country from ¢hsos. He's
stil mround. Some things have occurred recently that
suggest ho Is getting inte the mood. Congress, you had
better watch this. The people won't save you. They'll
let you go down the draln if that's where you fnsist
on going, and theyl {fe to Mr. Roosevelt ns they did

tittle rough, and I piped down. because coming from Bap- in- 1933,

tist parents 1 always figure that a fellow ought to have a
But do we have to wait forever?
Y, doubt If the country will walt forever, No other

chance to repent.

Novel Launching

--By Herblock

The Fears 38ess

We Need A Shakeup

By Dorothy Thonipson

WASMINGTON
‘The farm problem 5 not
going to be intelligently or reasensbly setiled
n the present atmosphere raglng W Wnshinkton.
It has reached the stage where nobody, on either
sde, fs talking to the point.  Instead a sort of
clngs struggle has broken out over the auestion:
How much of the income of the country should be
given to farmers. workers, and Industriabsts?
Everyone Is araung on the polnt of the “ust
price"—which dors nat exlst in tme of war. In
the moment when the net spendable fneome of rach
person In the natfon must be reduced for
bady who lives ahove subsistence level, the qucs
tion Is no longer permisible: “What must T get
for my work?” What must a soldier get for hus
life? .

NE thing Is certaint

-

The questlon Is not,
population ahould get mare — or
questlon is: How can we produce
and avold inflation?

Another is: How can we produce the food
which we need most, cducate the peaple o con-
sume the food of which we have a surplus. and
Kive up eating food of which we have a shorl-

“What parl af the
tess?" One

mare food

age?

The way the Administration and the Congress
have put the question s calewlated 1o sharpen
cleavages.  Every questfon of “party” leads lo &

fight over “What parlty? Why 100—why 1li—why
1127 1t puts (he question on the el of hore
trading.

5 we have sald before, if Ihis questlon 15 tn
be settled Intelligently, there ean be no one parity for
all sgriculturn) priees.  The effect of seiting one
parity Wil be universal rationing, which will be
n mess, prohibltion to cultivate certain fands, en-
forced cultlvation of nthers, and the ncrease of an
untrained burcaucracy nlready cumbersome beyond
descriptlon. -

Not only hat: The comblnatlon of price
celllngs and ratlon cards always has one consce
guence, and that s the Black Market. On that
matter, we have a workl-wide record. The
Black Market nabotages any advantages from
either price coilings or ratlening.
As for ‘the burenucracles: 1t s

urge the farmer for sucrifice and mrainst waste
as’ long as the burcaucracies with which he deals
are themselves fligrant examples of waste

Take the manner of dealing with farm priorities.
Becretary Wickard sald, on Wednasday Inst, that

the poultry Industry must produce 2,000,000 niore ;
chickens this Fall and Winter. .
§ '

tmpossible to |

More .chickens canuol be produced without
an Increase of plant. In the Fail and Winter
they do not grow In the open ale. If a farmer
wants to hubil a §1,200 chicken coop for four
ar five hundred fowl, lie has to go through the
foltowIng: he must present an application to the
Cownty War Board, on whichisit halt s dozen
representatlyes of that' many: agencies, The
hoard s el in continious txessloni I mects
once a fortnight orjénce :x ‘month.

When its membsrs meeb ey must ssemble
from varlous of. the: county.  Agricultural
counties nre usunlly CJAFgERAA: cvery meetlng 1s
¢ to mean the expehditure of several hundred
miles of gasoline and :tlFess
son of the sigigentlemen on the matler
of n $1.200 ehicken coopidoes NoL seltle the matter,
Tt then poes to the SUAEEWAY: Donrd, where an-
oup nssemble 1o ieangldér the applicatlon;

26 Agriculture; then
construction com=

to the WPB,
mittee in New York, E
only  knows what $tE68ts Ras, rubber, time,
salvrlen and paper o AfININY Kot & dectslon on
1he cnieken coop. But one’thing !s certain: Werks
cven wmonths pass, before the farmer knows
whether he can or cannot ralse more chickens.

and

T know of {he case of a farmer whose house.
burned down en Aprit 26th, and whe on Sept.
12 was Il wahting to know whether he could
ar could not rebulld i1, Bineo the farmer la in
YVermont, where the Winter comes early and
the temperature resembles that of the Russlan
feant, the questlonis not whether thin farmer
whI graw more chickens, but whether there will
he any farmer.

This 15 mbsolutely nensensieal.  TL means in-
declston 1o the polnt, where no farmer ean plan in
advance or acl inafiemergency.

1t means a freezing of our economy. and_frozen
eeonomies do not fnictease production. The Goveras
ment inoreases the cxpenses of overy constructloh
by an enormous vercentage. and from the View-
point. of the whole economy §t is fmmaterial that
this cost fs borne by the taxpeyers instead of the
farmers,

In the counlry of our enemy. Germany,
matter would be settled by the local “Landraf
one hour.

the
in

Tmugine that thls kind of bureacracy Is rx-
tended to every thing: to what the farmer has
to grow: to (he ratloning of most of his pro-
duction; 1o the distribution of manpower. Who
Is_going (o be lefl over to do the woerk of
ihls nation? ot v
‘Then the Administration and .{he :Congress can

chart a program in the light of .-reason -and
vealism, ' . ]

1.7, Robel

Cangress, you are asking for . and it will be a
sorry day for the Unlted States of America i you
got it

Forged The BParty

Win The War

By Paul Mallon

WAS] N,

IVIOST slgniticant political remark of the year was madi:m;s(?.[%r.'

Roosevelt's alter ego, Harry Hopkins, {n & New York speech. He

said the test in the election of Congressmen this year should not be

whether the are ar De it whether
"ihey want to win the war.”

That statement pushed into the ash can (he Spring primary
campalgn lo make the test on whether a leglslator supported the
Fresidents forelgn pollcy befors Pearl Karbor. It signified the
end of the movement to purge Isblatlonists, or Lo make domestlo
political hay out of the war situatlon,

It put the current Congressional campalen officlally on a ground

advacated persisiently and with precisely the same words in this column

while the purge flurry was on, 1t makes the test of loyalty & valid one!

“Do you want to win the war?”

The political confuston In the public mind Itkewis

se seems to be

settling. Reader reaction to my recent columns complaining about hates,

and urglng political dissenters to get into the war effort Enyway, sug-

fi”ﬁ cixm 1the d;;rm conflicting masses of group opinions (startled

siilusioned, and sometimes hateful at the outs 3

distlusione utset) are getting Into the

Whille many dissenters are d1<ploa<c‘d with much 1

s spleas ecent history,
and do not Intend to forget thelr political lkes and dislikes, they have
adapted themselves Lo carnest support of the war effort.

There Iv no necessity In a war for an:

5sity yone s sacritl,
polltical principles. He can sthl be a Republican, Demufn:.en:‘ub-l
Roosevelt, or antl-Roescvelt, and yet contrlbute his own ulmos( to
a cause which s ohviously greater than any of these palitical sects

The cause fs the survlval of the United Stat
he s es—our system. customs,
rcumons’ and aur ideals, To (s cause every man can pledge atioelance
except the Communist or Nazi, whose alleglance 13 not -
bat to & forelgn sysiem. et o this country.
only et part of polities and criticlsm wh
' 5 & hich {s harmful to the
war effort should be out for the duration. In essence, hoth politics and
criticsm are Indlspensivle helps to vietory.  Pollties of the right sort
shows democrney fs stHl funetioning. holds out hopes to minorltes
proves we have tot become n onc-man, or a one-part 3 :

L country,
Critlcism corrects mistakes before th

- 2 cy become fatal  Roth

Instlll confidence. Their absence would rneourage suspicion., The

criticism that hurts s the hateful, mean, destructive kind, The

politics that hurts fs the personal, greed:
3 y sort, Both Inspk
black deteatism, and serve the purpase of the enemy. enr

But, for Americans, the over-all problem which
: ricans, 4 v surmounts all politt-
cal likes and divikes, or political or personal hates, §s to win (hr{mwnr
Yau can love My, Roosevelt, or hate hi) ¥ :
. 2 . m. You can decry the mis-
takes of Government inetficlenctss, mismanagement, or NOU can smoath
them out. Bt vou rannot get away {rom the fact that the cholce with
whirh this conntey I now faced 1s the alternative of victory, or ltfe.
under the ideotagies of Hitler and the Japs. There is 1o ather way out

There are many peaple yet wha might be cafied “unrecon-
Mructed rebels” & term used In the South after the Chll War to
denote a refusal to meet reallstically the ferms of pearr. The
people In this group persist In measuring thele political ohjections
a0t geeater imporlance than the wnning of the war, and are, In
varying degrees, retraining fro " ‘

sarsin £ from co-operating [n K. They openly

But the recalcitrant group ‘docs not seem tn be suff:

‘ as acs 5 sufficlently for-
midable to hinder the war effort I any appreclable respect, and 1 have
X|'r:lnlllm|bt u']hlr\,! the cwrent hepeful rrend toward realism n popular
oplnion wlll be continued, since Mr. Hopkins has indicated
be upset by Administration acts. ft vl nes
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“He couldn’t use n m'ck-tie if he bought it—he's just
atalling for a date!"
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