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One Third
Thin' Air
' By Paul Mallon

AEHINGTON

HE price level which Mr. Hen-
derson has frozen over the
cost of living Is_ about one-third

oles.
It resembles »
trozen  slice of
swiss cheese in
which “the alr
vents are nearly
as large as the
Mibstance. " Any
possibility that i
i hold the cost
of  existe)
the rates at
March dimin-
ishes as you
study the facts and figures.
Henderson was unable to totch
fresh  vegetables, - egs,  poult
milk, fiour, mutton and lamb, mh,
fruits, used automoblles, prices I
hotels.  restaurants, bars  and
or doctors or law-

Neat Trick

In Atlanta, Necessity In
The Mother of Co-Operation

In Yne with plans for saving tires by
ducing workers to utilize the maxi-
wm carrying capaclty of . their cars
overnment officlals down in Atlanta
ave come up with a ncat idea.

Just outside the city a tremendous
ew war Industry is being built. Nearly
i of the construction workers live in
tlanta and suburban communities and
b to work in thelr cars.

At first nearly every worker brought
is own sutomobile. The task of doubling
p transportation was a tough problem
-so tough, in fact that the Government
scided to let the workers figure it out
r themselves. .

Bo offictals estimated the number of
it that “would “be “required to bring
verybod

k. figuring on the basis
! five men to a vehicle. Then they
ullt a parking lot exactly large enough
y.accommodate the necessary cars. A
igh Tence was built around the lot.
Jorkers were tald that every fully-loaded
ar would be permitted free parking
hace. The county autherities co-operated
v passing a law against parking any-
here within a mile radius of the fac-
ry—except In the lot.

Our information is that within a week
fter the new system had been in effect,
1e same number of workers was arriving
L the beginning of every shift, but the
umber of cars Lhey came in had been
at in half.

The moral: People with problems
sually co-opcrate when that is the only
ay out of thelr difficuity.

Hand=Seswn

In the Army, It Is Still
Synonymous With Quality

There was a sirike In a war Industry
p in Winston-Salem this week. It was
nly a short disruption of wark. On
fonday, 32 non-union, unorganized
orkers at the Dize Awning & Tent
ompany walked out. By Wednesday
ight the dispute had been settled and
ork went ahead full speed on the
ompany's orders for thousands of U.
. Army tents.

All of the strikers were from the
epartment that sews, by hand, around
he rope rings in the tents, They threat-
ed to walk out after a representative
t the Army Quartermaster Corps had
isited the plant and demanded that
ertain changes be made in thelr work.
[he changes, the workers declared,
wvould slow down tent productlon zo
much that Lhelr plece-work wages would
e lowered.

No doubt the workers were right. It
s & well-known fact among business
men who have bid on Army.orders that
the Quartermaster Corp's specifications
ire palfifully archale. For instance: the
Army insists that all rope rings in tents
be hand-sewn. Nobody seems to know
just why. Tent manufacturers have
polnted out over and over ‘agaln that
machines can do a job that is twice as
strong and ten times as fast. But the
Army insists on hand sewing. Maybe they
just like the sound of the phrase.

‘Then there's the specification about
vat-dying nearly every plece of eloth the
Army buys. The other day a North Caro-
lina manufacturer was turned down on
a-{remendous order for Army machine
gun belts because he did not have facill-
ties for vat-dying the yarn, Understand,
now, that these bells are used just once
and then thrown away on the ficld of
battle. The cheapest ordinary dyve would
hardy have time to fade. But no, Vat dye
or no order. No order, no belts.

Daffy=EPoszn e o5

““Ham-and-Egger's War Bills
‘Require Close Examination

“The invasion of the war Into nearly
&1t phases of civillan affalrs and the
great- importence of Congress as an
Agent both to grant and decline re-
yésts by the Exccutive for extraordin-
‘Ary-authority came al.a-time when Con-
gress s enjoying & minimum of prestipe,
And Tightly so. The present composition
f that body iz hardly reassuring, as the
glowing case In point will show,
A bl has -been:introduced by Sena-
. Democrat of Calilornia,
thorizing: the :Government' to requisis
‘eafsiof oparts (including
Ing their owners for them

" Presidentt,

or tir€S it would find the average citi-
7en inclined to part with his cheerfully
and in good grace. But from the nature
and legislatorial record of Senator
Downey, any bill ‘which he introduces
on his own hook is properly subiecs to
suspicion and should be closely examined
for trickery.

For Senator Downey has characterized
himself as a crackpot of the [irst order.
His clection to the Senate was on a plat-
form of “Ham & Eggs Every Thursday.
or something of the kind, and was cither
a deliberate hoax played on the crack-
pot population of California or a testi-
monial to Downey's own gulilbility. In
cither case, the respansibilities of Sena-
torship have not educated him.

And for such_ a shyster now to be
proposing legislation of far-reaching
affect. and conscquences s, we submlt,
almost as grim a commentary on the
state of ihe nation as Bob Reynolds'
being chairman in war-iime of the Sen-
ate Military Committee,

Not Beady?
The Public Is Raring To:Go
—But Is the President?

In his column the other day, Raymond
Clapper sald something that sort of
sticks in the craw. He allowed:

“President Roosevelt watered down hls
anti-inflation program because he was
not sure that the American public was
ready to go as far as some of his advisers
felt he ought to go”

There's no doubt that the President
watered down his program. But we aren’t
ready 1o excuse the dilution on grounds
that the public wasnt ready for any-
thing stronger.

Tt rajses the old question of whether
the public is not willing and cager to
nceept more drastle war measures than
the Government dares to put tuto effect.
All of the rellable polis—Fortune, Col-
ller's, Gallup—as well as the most of
the newspaper editors we read after
secem to Indicate that It is the Govern-
ment In Washington, not the publ
which is lagging behingd,

Perhaps Mr. Clappe? misunderstands
the President’s conception of “the pub-
lic.”

The grealest single wenkness in the
Rooseveit anti-inflation program is its
fallure to put a real celling over wages.
And why did it fall? Certalnly not
becruse of “the public.” The President
did not frecze wages, we belleve, because
such actlon would have antaponized a
group of powerful labor leaders upon
whom he depends for political support.
It Is our feeling that the whole public.
as differenttated from the President's
~would have cheerfully accepted a cell-
ing on wages.

Or iake the other major flaw in the
program-:the ban on fixing farm prices
At Jess than 110 per cent of parity, It is
true that the President asked Congress
to" amend this law and that Congress,
cowerlng before the farm bloe and not
the public, declined to do so, The Presi-

dent gave up rather easily: Usually, when -

he is really out te get something, he
shows more persistence.

Let’s gel this thing stralght,

It it was opposition from the labor
Johby and the farm bloe that bluffed the
President into watering down his anti-
intlation program, Jel’ y sa. Or at
any rate, let’s not confise these lwo
selfish minority groups with the general
public, which has everything to lose
and nothing to galn by Inflation—and
knows it,

Don't worry about the public, Mr,
They're way azhepd ol you,
They'll take the sales tax and confisea-
tion of profits and' compulsory savings
—-and ceilings on wages and farm priees,
{a0-if youwll go ahead and get 'em on
the books. 1Us your move, not theirs.

It was a surprise to one and all that
Judges in Germany had to ask for va-
cations, We had suppoesed justice, un-
der indulgent Adolf. had lwo annual
holidays of six manths each,

The added personnel needed for in-
fiation control means the Influx of new
thousands  to  crowded  Washington.
Maybe Grand Rapids ought to bring out
something in a lriple bed.

sychologist says the Duce is half
51 and, theeking up on the prophets,
we find several who said back in "33
that the coming war would be with
bugs.

vers fees.

PARITY GUARANTEE
WAS A HANDICAP

Varlous legal or practical ob-
stacles stood In hls way. Greatest
barriers were tw

He could not dea! Wlth any ex=
cept processed ftems of food and
he could not deal even with these
where the farm price was not’
yeb near 110 per eent of parity.

Mr, Henderson conceded, in
making his Annotincement, that 25
to 40 per cent of the items of
food were not included, but a
closer analysis Indicates the top
figure nearer accurate. The Ameri-
can people spent last year for
pracessed foods $17.470,000,000, and
for - non-pracessed s (the vA-
cant spots In Mr. Henderson's
price celling) $7.720,000,000.

If you transfer flour to the
vacant spots as Mr. Henderson
nas done, vou will reach the con-
cluslon that one-third of the
American dinner table is yet un-
covered.

BARRER SHOPS, REAUTY
PARLOR PRICES MAY RISE

Last year also the American peo-
ple spent  $21,000.000.000 for serv-
fres. In this fleld Mr. Henderson
has been able. for instance, to flx
the price of shoe half-soling but
not of halr cuts. He has tixed
laundry nnd dry cleanlng but not
beauty” shops.

To measure explicltly the extent
of freezing on service rosts to the

_ tamily budget, consider it thls

way
people  spent  $0.000,000,000
fnr ]10\l=lnn Iast year, but Hen-
derson s flxlnk rents only in war
aren: 000,000 for  medical
rare hlch 15 unfixed: $1,700,000,~
000 for recreation which is un-
fixed, and $2,000,000000 for laun-
dry, taflortng and personal care,
ahout half of which is fixed.

Thix meana that out of $21.-
An.000.600 which the people
may spend for services again
thiy year, cerlainiy a third
and porsibly more Is mot belng
touched by Mr. Henderson or
anyone else.

Thus in both the flelds of food
and services, Mr. Henderson's tent
cavers only two-thirds of the area.

Add to thls the fact that many
ftrms whlch go to make up costs
nf n lonf of bread or a ahlrt re~
maln unfrozen, and you encoun-
ter further danger.

REDIICTION OF OUAVITY,
QUANTITY IS HEARD

“The cost of labor, transporlation,
packnning, advertising and mer-
chandizing  contribute  more  to
both the bread loaf and  shirt
than the Ingredients In 1t Vet
{hese are free to advance, and with
a shortage of labor coming on,
mav he subfect to  competitive
bidding by employers,

Thls brings vou to the largest
hole in the entire celling — the
prospect that quallty and quantity
can be reduced without detection
or regulaiion, Henderson recog-
nlzed this. His experts frankly
gave up any effort to stop prices
in  restaurants. hotels and  bars
beenuse they realized served por-
tlons could be ent down so easily
that a price celling would have
no effect.

Put the same thing can be done
with the amount of cotton or
wnol fhat gocs into & shirt or &
sult of clothes.

ne ws what could be
dona abont. thix hat would be_ ef-
fective, but until someona does,
the prospects that the cost and
standard of living can be pegeed
by Mr. Henderson's actlon must
remain remote.

Tt s true Henderson thas
nat frazen bus fares, electrle
lehls, waler and such Items
of public necessity, but he ran
depend upon local publle serv-
ice commisstons 1o keep these
in Ilne, and upon the Inler-
stale Commerce Commission to
keep rall rates down, Or can |
he? At any rale, hix program
assumes that he wlil,

Now all these causes and ef-
fecls have been lorded upon Mr.
Hendersen in thls column for the
purpose ot almole presentation. bt
ihe responsibillty s not entlrely
liis.

LARGEST HOLES WILL
REMAIN OPEN

Worst holes In his price cefling
sleve would be closed 1f Congress
folowed Mr. Roosevell’s recoms
mendation and reduced the farm
parity goal from 110 per cent
fixed by the farm bloc. This, how-
ever, t4 impossible. Largest holes
are therefore certaln to remaln
onen.

Thus price-fixing will vemaln &
partlal program. a beglnning of &
program, until the ‘Government
8t least gets around to dolng
romething aboul  wages, farm
prices and service lpopholes.

Most of the Governmént eco-
nomic experts realize thia. They
look on Mr. Roosevelt's plan sim-

s some kroundwork laid for

futuré actlon, # frame which can.

“he \)ullL upon later — presumably
after. the November Congressional
lnctions, when the . Government
may nol feel 3o mbouf

SO SRR R AR A L T

‘Letters to the Editors:

- have to.go much further than it has

Waitresses Depend On Tips

Editors, Tz News:

‘We, the wMtrc s of Chnrlotte,
would like to answet to
the article \\rllwn in last week's
NEws.

‘The statement was thal, accord-
ing to rtestaurant manegers, wait-
resses could make 20 and 30 dol-
lars n week and they cowidnt un-

WAR NEEDS MONEY

and the money must come from

* You %

derstand why there was a short-
age of waitresses in Charlatte,
Without realizing it, that articls
has hurt us considerably. In the
first_place, we do hot make 20 or
30 dollars a weck, even with our
small salaries. Sccond. we cepend
on our tips for & lwing. Third,
even it we did make that

serve it. The work -ounds easy,
but have you ever tried serving the
public?

The public 5= hard fo please and
there are some people who have
no constderation for the waitrosses
serving them. Even 2 is In un-
tform, she s human, same as you.
Don’t snarl at her and ovder her

_can_actually be heard.
INVEST IN VICTORY
BUY U. S. WAR BONDS

money. don’t think we (]m\'l.m‘l’!(;}: OR STAMPS

EVERY PAY DAY

as you would n dog or some nrher
animal, If you'll notice, she
s smile on her face, or at lenst
trles to, and says “ves slr, no sir"
‘That gir] takes more off vou than
you would off your own hother,
't you think by the time
e has served vou she deserves a
little something? It takes more
nickles and dimes than you think

half of the

to make 20 or 30 dolinfs In five  Tne stakes are
ar six days. ¥
reason for this lefter s not

to beg you o tip a girl waiting
on you. ‘but fo let you know that
the  article In last week’s NEWS oo
has made Hyving for the waliresses b
In Charlotte tough.
—MISS LOU HAINES
MRS, LOUISE THOMAS

truth.  Pre
greatest

clmnnun neglect 1t?

~~ROBERT 8. FIFLD.

Wants Germany Evelyn Ave.

Bombed With Truth

Editors, “Tur News:

What are we dolng to expose
the Hitler lie that this Is “a war
for the existence of the German
nation? While we must hammer
ot of German heada forever the
idea that they are n “master
race” we wust also hammer into
them the proposltlon that if they
renounce  Hitler and his cllque.
and lay down thelr .arms, the
Unlted Nattons will guarantee them
a just peace, without revenge. her.

it is sald the propaganda front
1s left largely to the British. Is
ths wlse? Due ta our disinterest
in emplre, dan't the Germans trust
us » little more than the British?
And with much German and some
alian binorl In our veins, may we
not even better understand  the

Politics 1a
“BIg-Wigs"

church, Other
there ‘and they

com. 1e42 av wes pemvice, inc T M REG Y.

keeps  Axis mind and how best to work
on it?
We might begln with the older

who remember the Republic. They
are the backbore of the munitions
Industry, A little slowdown or sab-
otage on helr part would cripple
the Nazi war effor!

we could bring even & fraction of
these people around to our way of
thinking, we mlight grently shorlen
the war and save untold American

Germany  must
only wlth explosives but with the

Vineland, N. J.

Blames Politica
For Loss of Sides

Editors, Tur Nrws:
n glmc

RS
conalsta of rhel\llnk ‘the lhth‘ man
out of something.
to church every %\mdny, they lis-
ten to the preacher while he apeaks
of the golden rule and the love
cn(‘h mnn  should have
It's all & blur, but nothing
h biurred when they ﬁcl n\lt ﬂf

children of the Charlofte schools.
There is a teacher in these schools
that commands the admiration, re-
spect, and love of every student in
nis classes. When he corrects a
pupil for & misdeed the students
ot grumble among themselves.
When he laughs they laugh and
when he Is sad they are very sad.
When he asks for atrentlon there
is such R response that the silence
When his
students are in trouble he nhrips
them. This man has soothed many
secret palns and fears: he
shown undrerstanding and kindness,
and In this way inspired many of
his punils to great heights, even
before he came to Charlotte.

For thirteen years he has worked
and slaved in order to give the
students In_ the Charlotte schools
something that they will want and
lnve, and have use of In Iater Iff~.
He has! He bas glven them music,
he hax given them trins they would
never have gotten ofherwise. urins
to New York, Palm Beach, ete. If
it had nnt been for the war the
band probably would have gone to
Europe thls year. If it had not
been for the School Board 1t would
hnve gone to Mllwaukee last Win-

“He has shown us how to laugh
and play, but above all he has
shown us (he resl value of wotk.

Wr are the vounger generatlon.

him throw himself
mmlehcnrtmlv fnto hix work, We
have watched him bulld Chnrloue
n wonderful music srslem.
fhe reward for food. hrd, clean
wark? When the Charlotte music
system was dumped into hls lap 1t
wasn't anythine. Now that he hng
given his nl) to it and made it
something to be prowd of a few
politiclans snateh 1t from him. Not
only will they lose a good mon, but
they are on n good road to hreak
down the splritunl and moral wel-
fare of all of his siudents. He
teaches no relizion but has given
us more splritual guldance than
any church. He hax, through his
personal exnmple, shown us how to
smile  when  everything  seemed
black. He has aef an example for
us to follow, This is Mr. Sldes!

Well, people of Charlotte, thls I
& challenge. you eare
about the welfare of your ehil-

dren?
—GINGER BTOKELY
1546 Providence Road,

Charlotte,
“Curb Your .
Rl iz"

thvars and_amile, but a1l the while
they are watting for the right time
{o selze an opportunity from some-

one else,
This time they setzed i from the

Side Glamces

fhe politicn] anpeets of an etfec-
the: union lsbor

“Weuld you like me to

give you a few of ‘the recipes
for cakes and paslry my boy likes?”

By C. W. BUTT

The 27th of April 1947
Was a history-making day.
The old hoya reglstered to sce It
through
And no one can say them nay.

‘The Japs are trembllng In their
boota

As well they have a Tight to!
We take no prizes for belng re-

cruits
Just a bunch of oldsters, this

But the stamina- s there, & will
to win’

From n pagen heathenish foe
Steeped In- adullerles, ravishings,

P‘Illlns{ the worid with angulsh,

Let's nnnihllate them from the

In darkest hell relegaw them
80 that even the mention of “Jap”
Will be & word of opprabrium.

8o discard your crutches and hob-
ble d

Down loward victory way
Curb  your rheumatiz, silfle &

frown,
‘Throw back your shoulders, act
BRY.

And when peace does’ come Anon
You will have this satiafaction
Tho' too old to fight, couldn’t hit

A barn
“ You ram be of some use to your
natlon,

e i
TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT
‘There are no limits to God's

power cved In -our own lives:-

And they were all amazed at
the mighty power of Giod,—Luke
2.43. B

T (R 4 ftem,

By Bruce Hutchison
(From Baltimore Evening Sun)

CANADA’B ploneer price ceflifg has |
been - greatly :strengthioned ' by - the
new price policy of the: United  States,
and might have been Tuined eventially
without it. But Canada; dut of s wealth

“of diffieult experience;. watches’ the

Amerlcan experiment with some “skepti~
cism.” If - the Csnadian ; experience is
worth anything, the -United -Btates will

gone so far to prevent inflatioh. -.

The first obvious difference between.
the more drastic Canadian acheme and
the policy recently outlined in Wash-
tngton 15, of course, the sbsolute peg-
ging of wages here. This peg was in-
serted when the price celling was de-
clared as an Integral part of the
scheme, Experts here do not see how
prices can be controlled unless wages
are controlled. They assume that the
United States intends ta control them
somehow without a definile wage ceil-
ing such as prevails here,

‘The Canadian system also includes &
cost-of-living bonus applled on a siiding
scale to cover any advance In the price
of the essentials of life, but up to now
the cetling has held so well that no
bonus has been necessary. Whether the
United States has any such plan in
view is not known here, but the bonus
guarantee has been found to be An es~
sential instrument in securing the con-~
sent of labor to pegged wages, Assured '
of protection against any failure in the
price celling, Canadian labor agreed to
fixed wages with hardly a word of pro~
test.

IN CANADA. THEY
PAY SUBSIDIES

The second vital difference between
the American and Canadian plans la
the use of subsidies here. Right now the
subsidy feature af the Cxnadian scheme
is in the process of caretul'study, for
L is the very core of the economis
system erected In Canada for war pure
poses.

The Government pegged prices at
thelr maximum level during a base
period last autumn. At first It was np-
parently assumed—although the Gove
ernment’s mind at this polnt has never
been revealed—that retall, wholesale and
manufacturing prices were all frozen.
I this was the plan, Il was soon abans—
démed. In practical application it was
found that only the retall price could be
fixed and this was the vitsl fleld since
it alone affected the consumer. whom
the Government was seeking to pro-
tect from (nllation.

GORDON “ROLLS
BACK THE BQUEEZE®

But’ when the retait price was fixed
it was found Smmediately that in many
cases the retaller could not aperate, He
had ordered goods from the wholesaler”
months before .t rising prices which
compelled him to raise his prices also.
Therefore, the Wartime Prices and
Trnde Board under burly, tough: Donald
Gordon evolved the policy known Re
“ralling back the squeeze.”

The "squeeze” was the advance In
the retafler's purchasing price of goods,
As he was mot permitted to pass it on
to the consumer and could not absorh 1t
all himselt, part of 1L wan “rolled back”
to the wholesaler, The fxiler wan asked *

“io cut down the price he wan ask-
Ing of the retaller, at least In part.

The wholesaler, however, could net
absorb the margin because he had or-
dered goods from the manufacturer at
 rising price. ‘Therefors the “squeess”
waa “rolled back” to the manufacturer
in part. He was asked o cut his price
to the wholesaler,

BQUEEZE WAS
HARD TO ABSORB

Even after all this rationalization ik
waa found that the squeess could not be
mbsorbed at any level. There were goods
that must rise in price because raw
materinls were more costly, transpor
tatlon rates had increased, or other
uncontrollable factors had intervened.
Mr, Gordon then faced three mlicrna-
tves—to allow prices in selected fields
to rise, to extinguish some lines of busl-
ness entirely or to subsidize the produce
tlan of certain goods,

The latter method was ndopted, Mr.
Gordon atarled to subsidize some prod-
‘ucts. In a sense, this could be calied &
plereing of the celling, since in the end
the consumer, as = taxpayer. had - to
pay the subsidy. But this was infinite-
iy better, of course, than sliowing the
price to rise, for this would In turn
bring an automatic rise n wages and
would start an inflatlonary spiral, Be
sldes, 1f ona line of business wera per-
mitted to ralse prices, others would
insist en the same privilege. Finally
the added cost In the form of subsidies
would be distributed fairly over the
whole population on the basis of ability
to ‘pay, which s the very ncgation of
the infiatlonary method.

Visitin’ Around

Keeplng Ahead
Of the Jonesea:

Btateaville Dnlly)

Mr. J.TB, Bost ahd family hadm
%ood old fwihlon strawberry shotie,
cake fol dinner Tuesday from” strawe
berries ralied on thelr ows: farm.




