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Colleeting

BackTaxes

By Dick Young

CoLLEmON of delinquent

taxes 1s & “hot potato” that

many municipal ng}r‘nmlstrnnm of
e

t have
3 gingerly fingered
:and  ultimately

snd more

problems
the  present
administration
seems to

- different from
previous ones. Squalls appear In
the offlng for the Iatest schemo.
of in taxes that
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Deterrent

Pudge Pless Cites Second

Federal Government upholds the union's
tranchise. But who is there to say what
kind of union it shall be who thus inter-
poses itself between a citizen and his

Purpose of Punish 1

Ti'was an carnest creed that Judge
Pless phrased from Superior Court ben
yesterday.
handed the three Nerroes accused of
mansiaughter were ecloquent in thelr
own tight.
~-Fer. & good many yesrs we have been
hanging to the opinion that one of the
factors- (and a very important one) in
Cherlstte's high murder rate was the
disposition of the courts to deal lightly ~
with Negroes who killed other Negroes.
Certainly the blame cannot be attached
to the police, for in nearly every in-
stance the cuiprit is arrested and even-
tually brought to trial. Most of the time
he Kas been convicted. 1t was when he
stood at the bar to be sentenced that
murgder and manslaughter became trivial
crimes, to be punished by trivial sen-

but the prison terms

tences.”

Yesterday, Judge Pless - booted that
tolerance out of the courtroom window,
Before handing down three sentences of
from twelve to twenty years he declared,

in part:

“The object of punishment is tiwo-
fold: (1) fo punish the offender, and
2} to deter others. The penologisis
gre agreed- that the latter purpose
is by far the more important, and
that s the opportunity is lost. in
pronouncing punishment, lo impress
ihe public with the seriousness of the
crime and thereby remove some of
the temptation to cngage in it, the
object of ‘the courts fs not accom-
plished.”

‘We are filing the complete text of his
.statenient so that it may be on hand for
the guidance of judges who will preside
over subsequent terms of Buperlor Court.
The success of Judge Pless’ polley will
depend upon its adoptlon by later judges.
Otberwise, effectlve as-hla own action
may prove, only inconsistency will have

beety ‘added to punishment.

Going Up

tenant, -a captain
Field with
now a HNeutenant-colonel. And he com-
marrds a whole alr base—for the while,
at least.

Not bad. for a young man—even in a
young man's war.

Bob s Bill

Lieut.-Col. Melton Never
*Wore Qut Shoulder Insignia

In the carcer of Licut-Col. Harry W.
Melton Jr, new acting commander of
Morris Ficld, there is full confirmation
of the axiom that the way to pet ahead
in the Army s to join up with the Atr
_Cerps.

The commander came out

Since then

that rank), a major,

Despite Itz Sponsorship. It
Has a Great Deal-of Merit

We'd hardly expecled cver to cateh
aurselves endorsing any bill intrnduced
by that great non-statesman, the Hon.
: Robert R. Reynolds, Senator from Naorth
_/Carolina. Nevertheless, the joint resohi-
tion he introduced this week, although
in all Ykelthood 1t will get nowhere,
tempts in one respect to supply a marked
deficlency In Fedrral

labor
Robert's measure would require

. would .ask for a financlal stetement.

of

The unlons may ¢ry that they are
entitled .to as much privacy as any cor
poration;- but indeed they areymlstaken.
Under the New Deal they have become,
d o doubt about it, an inatrument
‘flfgdernl -poliey.. In the hands of the
Tofig i people mand  without regulation,

d

niofia  could ‘eastly become a lexal

ch
he

of West
Point in 1936—just six years ago—as
® sccond lieutenant.
“been going up like one of his P-38s, He
was graduated " from advanced flying
school in 1938, still a licutenant. Then,
In rapld succession he was a first licu-
(he came to Morris
and

he’s

Tegisiation,
the
registration nof lalor uniops and their
of ficers, together wWith information about
their salaries. It would want to know
ahdut-the unfons' initiation fees, ducs,
special assessments and the cost In een-
eral’ of belonging to 2 union. It would
Ingilire into. limitatlons on membership
and'the manner of electing officers, and

8y control - employment completely
y A mdjor thdustry, which means
:hold '8 niofiopoly on the jabor
ey control jobs and they make

Hivelihood? Nobody, least of all the Fed-
eral Government.

Robert's bill would serve the purpose
at least of making pertinent informa-
tion available to Congress, and from that
the need of further essential legisla-
tion could be determined. It is too bad
that 50 sensible a measure could not have
originated with someone in better stand-
ing ell around,

The Amnimal
Mexico Begins To Learn That
He Laughs at Neutrality

“A big animal” reported the helms-
man of the Mexican tanker Poi¢ro Del
Lianc to his quartermaster as heé left
the -bridge, “it has been following us
for half an hour."

There was no doubt aboutiwhalithe
animal was. A few minutésiand:-oie
torpedo later, the floodlighted vessel
was afire from stem to stern. In two
hours..she sank, and thirteen men, In-
cluding the captain and deck officers,
went down with her.

The "big anlmal,” as American Sea-
men had to learn the hard way, ls no
respecter of neutrality, There is, In fact,

should have been collected
long ago. -
The desire of Mayor Currle and
some of his colleagues to collect
the money that is due the City is
commendable but there seems to
difference as to the
method.  Off-the.record talk of
the Council at an’ executive ses-
sfon this week indicates that “even
some of the Iron Dukes, the mas-
ters of destiny of the present ad-
ministration, Rre shylng away from
the tax plan, Genesls of the
doubt lles in the Blankenship Law,
which llmits the expenditures for
legal services to $6.000 a year ex-
cept for occasion extra require-
ments. This law went on the
hooks as the direct vesult of pre-
vious high fees pald attorneys
for fliing tax suits. e,
Im no lawyer but recalling the
background of the Blankenship
aw I had some doubts ahout the
egality of the proposal of setting
up & separate delinquent tax divie
slon with & tax attorney Incharge,
I questioned Mayor Currte, who is
an attorney, hut he quickly ex-
plalned that the procedure would
come  within the exception pro-
vided for n the restriciive 1aw
and asserted that the plan would
be legal,

COUNCIL PUTS OFF
DEFINITE ACTION

Yet, there appears to be some
doubt’ In the minds of the Coun-~
cil and Instesd of sppointing Mr.
McDougle nt A salary of $3.500
for a six-month's perlod. begine
ning June 1, the Councll post-
poned action untlt fta next session.
A committee was named to bring
back a recommendation.

The probiem of delinquent taxes
Is a serious on® and demands the
conscientious, thought

long,

no such thing =as neutrality,
the Mexican Government still seeks to
enjoy the privileges of that fictitious
status.

Mexico demands the two traditlonal
componsations: (1) satisfaction and
reprrations; (2) guarantees that such
an “outrage” will not happen again. Ah,
but to whom shall the note be delivered?
Mexico doesn't know for aure whether
the anlmal wns German, Italian, or
Japanese. Bo she is sending her protest
to all three. It will be R slmple matter
for each to say polltely “wrong number.”

‘Whal the Mexican Government needs
to learn, and Wwill learn, we guess, before
very much longer is that essence of this
animal has been following every free
people for years, pounclng upon them
and devouring them one by one.

The only question to be decided is how
long to walt before turning to {Ight.
For once the animal begins his stalk, he
never turns back, And he is stalking the
whole world,

Frond @F Erosmds

On the Russian Decision Hangs
The Whole World's Deatiny

If the average Amcrican newspaper
reader is like us, he has long ago thrown
up his hands In despalr over making
heads or talls of what has been taking
place on the Russian front. Out of this
extravaganza of clalms and counter-
claims, out of this welter of mass move-
ments to and fro unpronounceable places,
out of the unfathomable mystery that is
Stalin’s Russia and the overweening gall
that is Hitler’s Germany he has gath-
ered, this American reader, only that
something gipantic is polng on.

His guess as to who's winning has
depended en whether the last story he
i bore a Moscow or a Berlin dateline.
And now that confusion has been com-
pounded by the German High Com-~
mand’s insistent emphasls on the Kerch
action and the Russian High Command’s
paramounting of the Kharkov campalign,

We can add no Informatlon to that
which the dispatches convey, and put
forward no opinfon which means any-
thing, But this we know, and all other
Amerfcans shouwld know it too—that
what is going on this Epring in Russia
and will go on this Subimer and Fall
rontain i greal measure the answers to
the transcendent questions, Who will win
this war? And when? .

On this Russian declsfon, fathers and
mothers, hang precariously the Ifves of
thousands and thousands of your sons.
On this Russlan decision the whole im-
mediate destiny of the Ameriean people
will be shaped. On thls Russlan decision
depends the time and the measure in
which the Jap will get what is coming
to him, On this Russian declsion rests
the hope of victory within a bearable
pertod, before the world ia borne down
by its hateful woes, or the desperate
prospeet of warring and warring and
warring on into eternity against great
odds. . :

We have no Hlusion: that the Reds are
fiphiing for democracy or clvilization or
for anythimg save their own survival, It
only happens that in ihe suece: or
fallure of their arms are bound up &
great deal that we hold invaluable. They
are, by our standards, a Godless nation,
but it 15 time for us to pray, neverthe-
lesa, that the Lord God of Hosty-will be

© worked out

of our ndminfstrators. A total of
£464301 in unpald taxes is on the

tax books for the vears 1928
through 140 nand  this  money
ought ta be got. In the first
place, 1t i5 not fair to the clti-
z:ns who pay to permit these
tax-dodgers to get by, Unpald

dd to the eoat of Govern-
mont and makes for higher tax
bills for those who do pay. And
that's not right.

INSTALLMENT PLAN
MIGHT BE UBEFUL

I've often wondered if our tax
collection  syatem s thorough
and business-llke as it ahould be
and methinks the present sitiun-
tlon might be cleared $f more dil-
cffort at collection wera

Mr. DeLaney has been
devoting considerable attention to
the collection of bnck taxes and
his record on that score i ex-
cellent, Perhaps a scheme might
be worked out whereby sults would
e filed only 1o protect lhe clty's
interests and prevent loss by the
statute of lmitatlon,  Then fu-
stead of spending a Iot of money
in attorney's fees, why couldn’t
collectors be emploved to go out
and by personal contact serk col-
lection. ‘There shouldnt be nnv
objection fo installment payment
oo these old nccounts and with
little co-operation on the part of
the Government and fhe tax-
payer much of the nulla bona
taxes might soon be turned inta
hard cash. 1 would lke to seo
sueh a plan glven an  earnest
and sincere trial. has never
bren done but now would be a
good time to try it out,

Complede

Rationing

By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON
complete raltoned Wving sched-
le-covering  food,
being studied by
Leon Henderson's
experts who seent
to think 1t wil
be necessary be-
fore the end of
this year.

The necessity
I a lNttle diffi-
cult to grasp be-

1t ia based
they sen

A

everything — i3

cause
on what
caming in the
near future, Pri-
marily the fdeala
thal thie priee  freezing cannot
alone hold, without a strong wage
treczing,  farm  freezing,  which
Henderson  wants, but  which {8
considered dangerous by the highe
er political forces In & Congitss
slonal campalgn year.

‘The present loosn refrigeration
poley they say  will
hoarding, unfairness in i
tion and defeat anti-Inflationary
purposes.

UNIT SYSTEM APPLIED
TO EVERYTHING
So a tentallve plap has been
for inner 'dlscussion
which would put this country un-
der approximately the same Ta-
tioning plan as Germany snd Brit-
ain, It a unit system,
what Jike the gas rationing
arrangement spread o everything.
Each citizen would be allawed
a certaln number of uniuw? for an
avercoat, ' for shoes, shirts, socks,
underweas, beef, milk, bread, ges,
sugar,  every commodltf, which
goca- inte daily living fomituing
only refrigerators and such goods,
the - manufacture of which haa
been stopped). ;
Citlzens would be allowed to
e unita themselves and

clothing, *

/ g

The End Must Justify The Moans.——MATTHEW PRIOR

Betters to the Editor

Praises Broughion's Stand

Denr Governor Broughton:

To merely write and say T admire
your coutage and loyalty In the
present crisls would be stating farts
much ton mildly, hawever for my-
solf and for many of my assaciales,
let me.say we think vou deserve n
word of praise from every citizen
of this great state of ourn, for the
intorest you have shown In attain-
ing righta of these cltizens in’ re-
gard to the prosent gasoling ratlon-
ing program which i3 to be put
into eoffect over our entite state,
beginning May 15

In these trylng times, it sccms
to me that now more than ever,
the meanlng of “The Bilt of Rights”
should Le kept before every indi-
vidual to keep Dhim ever mindful
of how much mare we American
citlzens have ta fight faythan any

other nmatlenelity In the  wholr
world. However, when  there s
nemething taken nway from some

tivi-nals, and not taken fvom all,
we bezin 1o hear questions asked,
and b fons  carped on  thAt
makes us wrn n deafensd ear,

We North Carolinl are will-

g to do our part. I ft takes our
lUfes blood we e willing and
anxious to be there when our name
is calied for serviee, We have
hought War Stamps and Bonds,
and have pledged tn buy more; this
wn consider a privilege and an
honor fust the rame s the citizens
in some of our grent Mster states
have done, and are doing. therefore
Mr. Governor plrase don't let up
until you grt an understandable
answer either from the OPA or
Mr, Irkes to the followIng aues-
tion: we believe we are entitled to
know. Why, with the transportation
problem as simplified as it s in our
tate, should we people of North
Carolina walking over pipe Hues
carrylug  supplies of - gasoiine to
other states. be rationed la n min-
tmum of 3 gallons of gasoline per
week, while some  adjoining and
nearby states no rationing program

Side

Glamees

baing put inta effect whatsoever,
A& n frug American citizen, I am
willing ‘to take my ehare of the
lond, nnd wlil gladly park my car
(or the duratien of the war, or for
as long as the Government thinks
ne v, but I-doe think we should
have the same privileges extended
others.

-5, C. McCALL.
1614 N. Davidson St,
Charlotte,

For “the Soldiers
Of.

Bditors, Tnz News:
Flrst of all T want to send
mony thanks for the publication
fv my short letter to the Future
Men of Tomorrow. I hops some of
the sgles boys of The Charlotta
News understand my purpose of
the article. As n soldier for Unele
Sam, T want you to picture your
self changing from civiltan clothes
to a uniform that cvery true-
blooded  American 13 very proud
1 wear, 1 am golng to speak for
myelf ns well na milons af sol-
diers that have made such &
On the 19 day of Au~
. T wns sworn into the
v. T was never so proud in all
; life to tell the whole world
exactly what 1 was wearing. Tt
brionged  tn Uncle Sam, Am I
proud of 37 The first dresn pa-
Tade, you can feel the breezs run
up and down your splae, and then
and there you reallze exactiy what
§U means in wear. The anly wihh
was: “It only Mother and Daa
could see me now.
Remember, soldler of
this In your battle, too.

"omorraw”

tmOrrow,
Of couras

TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

Service not mastery s the
Christian ideal: Are they not all
ministering spirita;-sent forth to
minister for them:who shall be
heirs of salvatlon? — Hebrews
1:14,

ST

GOPR 1943 RY HEAREAVICE 1E T ALO Y 8 PAT OFY. I

*Qur little poker game last night was a big siccess—ihe
N . 7 thnaw won $1 8507 1

all of us must sacrifico some-
thing, and I knew that every
soldier and every true citlnen of
America shall do likewise whether
in actual duty or at home. What-
aver you mey do, there i5 a place
hiere for every eligible man, mu-
slcians, orators, (ypists, truck driv-
ers. cooks, just ansthlng and ev-
erything. The Army shall alwaya
place you where you are hest fit-
ted. I am a Bombardier inatruc-
tor. I was at Barksdale Fleld,
La. then they sent me lo New
Mexico to Instruct cadets. As
one-time salesboy for The Char-
lotte News I hope you will print
my letter.

—PVT. JAMES C. BTEPHENSON
384th School Squad i
Albuguerque  Alr Base
Albuquerque, N, M.

Regrets Derr’s
“Qutburat” in Letter

Edltors, Tr News:

Please allow me this Opportu-
nity 1o iMake an expression In
your columns with regard to the
deplorable ncident, caused by the

< of foreslght of one, Leans
der Detr, calored, wha hay created
something of a furore by the let-
ter wrliten In the "Open Forum”
columns of The Chatlotta News on
Mandny evening, May 11, 1942,

Ay & Negro, and a1 A bisinesse
man, and {ricnd of my own race,
as well an one who has always
tried to creata better raclal con-
ditlonx, and !elnlonnhlps
the white and colored peapla of
my ey, wish to say that we,
ax a whole, do not aubscribe to
the opinlona of Mr, Derr. as ex-
pressed in the violent part of his
letter.

Here, In North Caroline, we en-
Joy the finest of raclal relations,
and we stncerely trust that such
will ever be the casa, and we do
feel that the outburst of Mr. Derr
was that of an unseasoned youth,
and 12 by no meana to be con-
strued as the general pgevalling
sentiment, among Negroes.

offer no apologins for hL;

speech i 0f i
Wallace's because I can't hielp.
ket 1:ednb b

with fta depth, vision
afid - what ; seems - to
e its “ inescapable
truth,

. This remarkable
speech has been strangely neglected. I
first read it before it was delivered and
wrote & thumb-nall- pleca underscoring
jome of its highspots for publication
after dellvery, with the ides that ‘it
would have been printed in'tull in the

_ meantime,

Yet somehow it was lost in the shulfls
on the news desks of the country, like
Lincoln's Gettyshurg address was in the
next morning's newspapers. Washing-
ton newspaper readers saw the full text

for the first ttme five 8ays Inte and then .
because a business concern, the Inter- ¢

national Latex Corp., bought a full page
in the Washingten“Post and as jts ad-
vertisement printed the {ull text of the
nddress as & publle service.

NO PLOT—THEY JUST

MISSED THE STORY .
There tsn't any newspaper plot against

Wallace and I'm not trying even sisly

to Intimate such & thing. I've been In

newspaper work all of my adult life and

have missed plenty of storles that

paszed right by me and 50 has every -

other newspaper man.

Every newspaper office and press ass
clation desk muffs a play now and ihen,
Instead of there having been a plot to
suppress this most significant address,
1 suspect ihat most newspsper men
who handled It are Kicking themseives
for having missed the story. 1 go into
this because there are people who can'
see nnything around newspaper offices
but dark suppresston plots.
take n muffed play for aintster intent,

CITING PORTIONS WOULD
BUTCRER ADDRESS

T don't like to butcher ihis address
by citing pleces of it again brcause it
deserves to be read a3 a whole. No
public man has sald anything mere
tmportant ‘in our time, nor anything
that so much needed saving. Wallace
has salg ft with force and rloquence.
Best of all he has not pulted his punches
nor tried to run away from the realities.

One classls passage suggeats what
Wallaen mpans When he says we must
fight for s complete peace os well as &
complete victory:

I say that, the century on which
we arn enering—the century which
will come out of this war—can be
and ruat be the century of the com-
mon man, Perhaps 1t Wil be
America’s opportunity {o suggest the
freedoms and dutles by which the
common man must ive. Everywhere
he comman man must learn to build
his ewn industries whh his ewn
hands In a practical fashion. Every-
where (he common man must learn
to fncrease his productisity se that
he and his children can eventually
pay {0 the world community all that
they have recelved, No natlan will
have-the God-given right to exploit
other natlons, OMer nations will
hase tho privilege {o help younger
nations get started on the path to
Industrintization, but there must be
neither military nor economin im-
perinllsm.  Tho methods of {he
nineteenth entury wiil not swork In
(he peaple's century which Iz now
sbout to begin. Indin, China and
Latin America have a iremendous
sake In the people’s century. As
thelr masses learn to read and write,
and as they hecome productive

L the o
the colored people of Union, 8. C.,

v too, realize that such
treatment 1t net the beat method
of cstablishing lasting good will,
but, regardiesa of any other feel-
jngs. we are 100 per cent In our
feeling of loyally to our nation,
and & glortous record of heroes
from Boston Commons ta the
Argonne tell it better than we can
nsy it, and our Dorle Miler, the
hero of Pearl Hnrbor, apeaks as
londly.

We deplore the thoughtlessnesy
of this young colored man in so
violantly expressing  himself, and
we feel that there could have
been some other manner In which
he might have expressed himself,
and regret heartlly that he falled

do 30, and we want our write
friends In the state of North Car-
ofina to know that that i3 how
we feel.

—WOODS MORGAN BR.
Charlotte.

No Time To
Stir Up Hate

Edltors, Tne Newa:

If this statement were read and
studted by every American, thers
would be no time to stir up hate
such as existe in Monroe and
ather parts of the country today:

“The ilme has coms to faco
facts. The tncrifices of our sol-
diers and sallors ‘Wwe take for
granted, They are part of the
tradition of our fighting men. Bul

-in this total war no lina ia drawn

hetween the sacrifice of the soldier
and the worker, the -sallor and the
farmer, Hitler blasted that line ont
ot the London' sky.'~-Lleul.-Gen.
Somervell

’ ~—H. W, HENDERSON,
328 ‘Ml Road .. :
Charlotte. ¥

. their standard of Hving
wil double and {reble.s Modern
sclence, when devated  whole-
heattedly ta the genersl welfare,
has in it polentialities of which we
do not yet dream.”

‘Can Hitter's conception sand against
that conception? Wallace has outlined
the purposes for which the Unfted Na-
tions must stand and our side will rest
with a somewhal uneasy conselence until
the lenders of the United Natlons mnke
this thefr cause, They won't make it
their cause unless President Ronsevelt
takes the lead In seclng that this (a
done.

And T hope T have not boen wading

angone’s time in bringing this up ngain,

Visidin® Avonnd

That's What Tle St
Bays, He Hays
Ten Yéars Ago,
Lexington Dispateh)

Robert R, Reynolds says he is dodp:
g no lssues, In speech befora Davidsoy
citizens here.

What Were Ther Tryln'
Ta Find Out—Mr.
Mancock's Inlifals? “

(Franklin Times) i

v, D. T 8mitfiwick, - Mewrs. Pan

cFariand, —, —, Haicock, and Wilhur
Palne . vislted . 8ampson - ahd  Duplin

éounucn Bunday’ in - the ;. Interext . of ;
e -

been more impressed ;

They mis- *

P




