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cotton farmer will much concern, as 1t
should, 2 brand-new crop of pollticians.
But at the moment spinnable cotton is
bringing a premium, and the premium
"~ is likely to go higher before it goes down
{Benry Bough was Hong Kong corres-  &nd down agatn,
t for Reuters, British news agency.
was in the city when it fell to the
pa; and remalned prisoner there for
months untll he managed to es-

Rape to unoccupled China.

From Chungking he sent a dispatch
which: was carried in THE NEws yester~
day. Hong| Kong, he sald, wes & Jap-
gness.made hell. Tho Japs took parti-

delight in humiliating Westerners,

15 to say the white races, hauling

bét with & slap in the face at tho slight-
. And thiz t0o he said:

& can ‘confirm the appalling stor-

Puitling Winner

We're Not Quite Ready
To Stop Sheoting Yet

In our neighborhood there used to be
a boy named Chester Whipple. That ia
not his real name, but it wilt do. Chester
was always coming up to you, rattling
the agates In his pocket and asking if
you didn't want to shoot him a game of
marbles, Only he didn't say it that way.
Chester always said: “First shot on yel"

Chester had a trick thumb and sll the
boys in the neighborhood knew it. But
he was an expert shooter; it was
only after his thumb began to iire thnt.
his accuracy became spotty.

Anyway, Chester knew what he was
doing when he got first shot. His whole
strategy depended on sending his shoot-
Ing tar, or “toy™ as we called it, into the
bunched marbles with deadly accuracy.
It he could knock one or more marbles
out of the ring and leave hiz shooter
within the cirele, he could keep firing
away at close range. Usuazlly he could
clean out most of the marbles before his
opponent got & crack at them.

One thing about it, though. If you
could keep ths match golng until Ches-
ter's thumb begsn to weaken, there
was a pretty good chance of recouping
your Josses, Chester would bégin to make
excuses after the third or fourth garpe.
He would get a crick fh his neck, or he
would hear his mother calling him, or
he would leave for supper about 4 P, M,,
his pockets bulging with his winnings.

There was no use chiding him for
being a bum sport. Chester belleved in
quitting while he was winner,

The Germans and the Japs sort of
remind us of Chester Whipple. Now that
our side’s war production is outrunning
theirs, word comes from Washington
to beware of a great Axia “peace offen-
sive” thls Summer. The conditlons of
peace, of course, would bo based on the
premise that the Axis be allowed to keep
what it has won by intrigue and treach-
ery. In a sense, they got tlrst shot on us,

But we have an Iden that the game
will not end so easlly. In fact we're Just
now beginning to catch on to the kind
of contest this s, Give us & couple of
years. Then we'll start counting marbles.

Bere PF Fhieves

State Revenue Officials
Hid Each Other's Thefts

The confessions of Clarence W. Sneed
are remarkable for 8 number of reasons,
not the least of which is thelr striking
resemblance to the plot of a classleal
French short story. All of the elements
are there: The minor public officlal; the
temptation; the surrender to temptatlon
with Intent to paying back the stolen
money;- the reallzatfon that only by
another theft could the first emhezzle-
ment be covered; the inevitable chain of
crime leading to scandal and ruin.

‘This man who, as deputy tax collector
. for the North Carolina Department of
Revenue, literally robbed taxpayers and
the State secemed almost eager to talk,
once he saw the jig was up. Having
made his own confession, he proceeded
to turn State's ev)dencc and to impll-
cate eight other’ Department of Rev-
enue employees, fncluding two of the
men who he says helped concesl hiz
shortage. Of the eight, two are pleading
gullty, three are pleading innocent, one
has not yet been arrested (Willlam Meck
Robbins of Charlotte), and one has
died. - .

But &t 1s ASL merely the amount of
Bneed's theft wthat irks North Caro-
lina 1t la the
that allowed this den of thieves to oper~
ate with impunity for so many months,

Indeed, on the testimony of & reve-
nue department field unit supervisor, a
man named Charles Hultt was caught
52,400 short three years ago and in-
stead of being prosecuted, was allowed
to resiyn. The bonding company pald
off £2,000 of the shortage and Hultt gave
8 worthless check for the balance. Even
when the check bounced, Hultt was not
Indicted. It was only when - Sneed
squealed, implicating Huitt, that charges
were brought agalnat hlm. Not. until

of ‘ootton. It would  he had been subpoenaed did Huitt make
“shortage ' in ‘cotton . the check good.
grades, i The ia that the
ikely, the'old tough . was  verlical; underlings were .stealing
‘ahout cotton wiill _.-'and - higher-ups :were . conniving with
them. It is not ‘& comforting dlsclosuxe

\bedn “reported. Many of the worst
Ml were committed in the
of ,Iaparma officers. They
S only too irue. Many of ihe
after being ottacked, were

‘confirms the bestiality of the Jap-
soldier-hordes as it was exhiblted
‘Nanking, and should leave this nation
‘mo doubt of ‘the barbaric nature of
‘Fastern enemy. Surely, i there fa
which we are faliing to do to
top hand over these little ferrets
‘)horwnpomb!n time, the rape
Kong_should give force to our

and strength to our hand.

t Was That
Uses Directors To Set
Membership Drive Record

organized the Charlotte YM.CA.
p:campalgn slong military
rand the thing turned out

. In two days (previous

lu.d Iagted from four days to a
‘workers signed up more members
Ikt year and collected 50 per cent
‘cish.” And since any campaign,
or financial, may bs judged by

this ‘'year's “¥" membership drive
‘fecord as a superlative one.
for the achlevement is due in
‘amall measure to an idea that popped
segeral months sgo. There had been
-mtured complaint from certain
that the

"t making full uge of the talents of
directors. 8o this year Ex-President
icls Clarkson and Presldent Frank
d ‘and others met this argument by
that the directors be drafted
the annual membership drive.

or an “admiral” and given direct
sibility for one sectlon of the

‘directors—every one of them—

usy men. When they alzed up the
#nd saw how much of thelr own
‘would be required by a long cam-

they declded on a two-day drive.
‘in two days it was over.

maru in this, we suspect, 15 that

, get busy men to do it.

King Recives
War Turne Cottor Surplus
Inte Cotton Scarcity

m ioems to have supplied, for
noment; at least, an answer to the
question of what to do about

08 Grow 1t. Grow it and spin it.
it In“American mills working night
#ay, and weavd the yarn into goods.
never has been, as a matter of

an overproduction of American cot-

fabove - world prices encouraged
-growing” in forelgn
& rosult, the market for Amerlcan
' began  severs) years ago to be
stoiitwo principal customers:
n miils and the Government.
war:ihos not only relleved the
ent ‘of the necessity of ware-
éottori but has produced a brisk
Jorits accumulated stocks, Last
the mills consumed nearly a mil-
lint'and 7131,187 :bales of ~
& highs in-both instances.

do'imore than - eat

.whom it seemed to be

. sale
l"culcd nfmultu.n

En Morale

By Paul Mallon.

O news has been good
m  the M-hnue up unul
Intely, Before ‘Tuesdsy, when' four

sinkings had -
ped off mm
zero after a peak

¥ about three woeks

. back, Y-
Permanent ocofi~
cluslons - are not
warrsnted bee
causs annOUnco-
ments of both our
loma and Gcr-

claims *
ardinarily dallyed s wuk or two
Vet thers ars many stories in cir~
culation in shipping quarters’ —
wholly unnmnm of  course—mug=
gesting the Navy has accomplished
decislve results.

One {5 that 30 German and Ita-
lian subs have been sunk by us in
the last two weeks. Not many more
than this number could have been
involved at the peak of the attack.

‘There {s another story about the
bodies of 20 Axl! unmnn retrisved
from the wate! ses and
brought for burlal w 3 npccl-l plot
near one of our Atlantic poris.

ANY FISH
FOR SALE?

St another (this ona 1s mora
unofficial) puggests an American
fishing vessel, hard &t work off-
shore wes suddenly confronted by
® rising Naal periscope. The fisher-
men expected the worst and were
getting ready for 1t when a Cer-
man volce, from the now risen con-
ning tower asked If they had any
{lsh for pale.

‘While negotiations were in proe

gress, under the duress of an ime
minent torpedo, the Nazis got some
fish they did not expect, flylng
fish. A patrol plane sighted the
sub and senk same,

JAPS NEVER RENEW
WHAT HIT THEM
The painful silence of the Navy
And Army after the bombing of
was not palnful around
headqunrwrl. The authorities hero
enjoyed thelr best laughs of the
war listening to the Tokyo radio,

Obviounly the Japs never knew
what hit them, First they sald the
planes were B-28 medium Martins,
then B-23 North Americans and on
both occasions they ascted like they
had just seized possesslon of a hot
new secret ship,

Those two planes may be sccrets
to them, but they are not new.
They have been in sarvice a long
time, Perhapa the Japs just did
not know they had such range.

Anyway, they tirst announced
the planes came from earrlers,
then from the Alentlans, next
trom the Phillppines. Tho only
thing they were clear about was
that they came from the skies.
Three days lster fhey dld not
appear to lknow whether the
planes were Navy or Army.

Parta of this ethereal fulminating
may havs been put on smoke ua
out, but it was too all-fired serlous
to be anything except s confession
of a brn in morale—which, of
course, was the purposs of the
bombing.

ROOSEVELT BEERS NEW
WORD FOR INFLATION .

Mr. Roosevelt 1n displaying a now
interest in semantics, Pirat he want-
ed & new descriptive phrase for
the war, then he wanted another
word for inflation,

It 15 safe to aay the search for
an adequate sdjective for the war
did not work out altogether son-
satlonally, “The survival war” docs
not dramatize the whole case, nor
docs any of the athers offered.

Phonetlcally a5 good as nny was
ane colned by Mort. J. Donaghue,
n Californin publlelty expert, to
“war for
world freedom” but that may not
fully dramatize Russla's interest in
it or China's, Tt is just too far-
flung for adequate pln-pointed do-
scription,

But the news that FDR is
searching for o substitute for

o word inflation, just before
sending & messago to Congress
to stop It, han srouséd more
than lexieographlo interest. Tho
tdea suggests FDR has found
and Is preparing tho way for an
entirely new concepilon of
what we have and what should
be done about It

Common speech  and  common
thought !s along tho line that ris-
ing priccs and economic factors
mean inflation and that it should
be met by stopping_thoso economia
factors arbitrarlly, 1f tho President
wants to call it something now, he
must want to do something new
about .

PRICE INCREASES AFTER
MARCH 25 TO BE VOIDED
Leon Henderson's organization iz
known to have prepared sn order
to freere prices at the highest levels
between February 25 and March 25,
‘This perlod was selected to nip
fow smart fellows who started in.
creasing thelr ‘prices after March
25 to beat the game, Both whole-
and retall prlc]cu would

His logal division 15 supposed o
have decided it has the power to
go that far, but doca not
the legal mechanies for handilng
interest rates, wages, hourly rates
of pay, without legisiation, and its
farm price power 15 on & flimsy
nEls,

The only thing certain ls that
efforts to anticipate the Preaident's
menasage are apt to be wrong.

TODAY'S BIBLE THOUGHT

God's infinite love and kind-
ness deserve a whole hearted
reaponse from us: For the moun-
tains shall depart, and the hills
be removed; but my kindnesz
shall not depart from thée, nei-
ther shail the covenant of my

. xuacc be'removed.—lzaiah 56:10.

Hopklns--FDB’

From The United States News

HARRY' Hopkins 15 {ast dovelop=
ing into the koy figure in this
nation’s war eoffort, His influence
15 felt in the fields of world di~
plomacy; it 15 o factor in de-
écting  high mllitary
It permeates the decis-
lons involving the opsration of
war agencies and the men who
mn Lhem
opkins in London has just
hulpsd chart the plans for a Brit-
ish-American air offensive In 1842,
In Moscow, ho sized up the Rus-
sian  situation. In  Washington,
ho pushed through the equipment
to meet the commitments to Mos-
cow that grew out of his report,
He runs the Munitlona Asslgn-
ments Board, which decldes what
arms shall be sent where,

A FINGER IN
EVERY HOT PIE

The Hopkins {inger teachos Into *

every hot ple in Washington, and
many others clsewhere. Ho helped
pick many & key war appolntce:
Leon Henderson for price admin-
istrator; Donald Nelson for war
production director; Lieut. Gen.
Brehon Somervetl to command the
service of supply; Maj. Gen. James
H. Burnz to head Army ordnance,
These are only & few. Army and
Navy officlals often deal with
the President through him.

Mr. Hopking travels with the
Prestdent to & zecret meeting with
Winston Churchill at ses. He oita
in on war councll meetings in
‘Washington . and London. He
vislts Josef Btalin in Moscaw for
the President, sita in on confer-
ences bhetween Mr, Roosevelt and
Mr. Churchill in Washington,
travela to London with Coneral
George C. Marshal}, the Ohlef of
Btaff, to work out plans for an
oftensive.

Mr. Hopkins knows the mind
of the President so well he can
speak with authorlty 1n Lendon,
in Moscow and ‘Whashington,
‘The President, tied to a desk In
Washington, sends My, Hopking
around the globe for him. Mr.
Hopking Hstens and brings back
not just thé words, but impres-
slona that are even more {mpor-
tant in making decislons, He in-
terprets . Roosevelt to Mr,
Churchill; deplcts Mr. Churchill

Mr. Roosevelt. Ho does such a
job rs no one else has been able
to do sinee tha Proaldent's old

e Hves on borrowed time . ou

friend, Louls Howe,
that few would be able to do.

HOPTKINS HAS
NOTHING TO LOBE

Mr. Hopking has nothing to lose,
politically or physically. He 18
BComlul of petty politiclans and
ro broken physically that the doc-
tors gave him up long ago. He
can do an objectlys reporting fob.
His position In the Presldential
household 18 too close to the
throne for him to feel insecure.
And he cuts his every decislon to
it the question: Will 1t be help-
ful or hurtful to tho President?
Mr. Hopkins was Secrstary of
Commerce when the war started
in Europe. When he took the
job, the general {mpresslon was
that Mr. Rooscvelt waas grooming
him to be his political successor
in the White Houso. But Mr.
Hopkins went to the hospital and
emerged a pain-racked invalid, Ho
hed to leave the Commerce De-
partment to subordinatca. He tried
to reslgn when the war started
50 that & man able to work
could take over in gearlng indus-
try for the effort.at hand. He
was too slck to care what happen-
ed to the Department or to busi-
ness. But - he ; stuck

On May 10,1840, the day that
France started !lldlng downhill to
chaos, ho . weént:to: the White

Side Glamees

dled, a8 Job

W Mr.

Alter Ego

House for & week-end vislt and
has been there ever alnce. First
he dld odd jobs, errands, zaw

, Bized up munuom, aid :llt

tag:

mansge the convention that gave

Mr, Roosevelt the third-term nom-
nutlon and horrified the politi-
clans by glving Henry Wallace
the vice-presidential spot. After
that, he began to drag himself
aboard travel with Mr.
Roosevelt in the cempalgn.
August, Mr. Hopkins had mnn-
wged to get himself unsaddied
lmm the Commercs Department.

Job wangled for his
hxldae foursome friend, Jesse Jones.

HE JUST FORGOT

-ABOUT lllﬂ HEALTII

By this time, tho war was pop-
ping’ so fast cand the political
campalgn was hititng such a pace
that Mr. Hopking had forgotten
about the state of his health. One
exciting climax followed another,
He stepped from peak to peak
while the doctors marveled. They
tried all sorts of piils and he took
them all. No one knows what med-
icine helped him, if it was any
aside from the cheer interest he
took in his work.

What ho was doing was for "the
boss.” For Henry Hopkins, at 51,
was a man who epparently had

outlived personal ambition. Every -

day that he lved was a day bé-
yond the estimate of the doctors,
Iowan, New .York soclal worker,
rellef administrator, Cabinet of-
ficer, he had had all the titles
he cared for; they never had held
much fasclnation for him, It al-
ways had been mu ob that mmc;
ed,

mwmwmmc-zwm He'ts

ainbitious - and corrupt.: But,: unfortus:

pately, he slso is extremely clover.:: Ho
Jéarned the art of political manipulas
tion in the French Chamber of Deputios,
which 1s the best schoal for theso things,

. NOBODY EVER GOT

ANYTHING ON HIM

Laval 1 the man on whom “nom
ever got angthing” He entered politics
n 1914 as  ponnfless lawyer, and:ten
years Tater had a fortuno of- twesity-five
millten francs, with nio visibld miéans 6f
explaining it. His nime whe menticted
in every major mendal, but HiE peirtict-
pation never proved, He was minister of
Public Works, and his fortune grew, s
he let out contmcts. He was Minister
-of Justice, sxd cases involving wealthy
Frenchmen were mysteriously qusshed,
Ho was Prime Minister, and pursued his
law practics, recelving clienta—and op=
ponents—in the office of the Premier,

‘T'raveling with s French fesrnale
st from Paris to Bordesn whils
Prance was falling, ho secmed ia
excelient oplrita and regaled his fel-
Tew-travelers with witty necounts of
his'own business successes.

When Genernl Dentz wos appolnted
to supplant General Hering sa Com-
mander of Paris, Laval rejolced, for
Sering had refused to surrender the
capltal without s fight. And although
the Germans took prisoners, men and
officers, General Dentz was spared—to
becomo military governor of Byria,
where he waa defeated by the British
and Free French.

Laval is not unliks Al Capone, who
‘aiso could be zent to Jjail enly on the
charge of- perjuring himself o regard
to hia income tax. Nobody has the real
low-down on him . .. although every-
body has.

NAZI8 NEED LAVAL
TO HURDLE THE FRENCH

Now, at first aight, ano would think
that tho appointment of Laval wowld
only tnflame French resentment further
—and, at first sight thia is what has
happened.

But keeping the Nasi game’ well fn
mind, lot us think and prodict what can
happen.

Remember that the Nasias need Laval
to handle the French people.

What will they give Laval to offer
the French People?

The dlvisien of France inle two
wonsa fo distzessing te ali Fronch-
men. Having divided France, tho
Nasle will not in every probsbitity

He had

the onomies that hia plain worda
and short cuts had created, of
the charges of politics in rollef
that sometimes had been flung:

Now and again, New Dealers and
old frionds complalned that Mr.
Hopkins way deserting them and
thelr cause. Bul, llving under the
same reof with the Frealdent,
watchlng him day In and day out,
Hopkina had learned things
about him that the other New
Dealers had not.

“Singing Child
Of the Weat”

Editors, Tur News:
CATAWBA
Roll in majesty seaward, slnging
hild of the west, =~ -
Born in the crevice of mountains,
luiled by the sea Into rest,
Cnmwbb the fresh rushing river
hat l‘ﬂBl’ﬂ as it falis from ita

1
And Snnm. the plentiful giver sa
rolls in its pride snd ita
mlghu

Roll in mejesty seaward, bearing
your heart on your broast,
With tha legend and loro of your

country where warriora aro

hkln( thelr reat,
‘Hero nn your banks tho bold Boots-
the pride of the Davide

Oll
Died nobly and gisaly for frepdom,
the hope ol & godly
mm.
Roll in mafesty scaward, shining
river of gold,
For they buried tfla noldter by
. moonligh
And his glorles ara yet untold;

For he died Hko a Carolinian,
And his heart was the

allow Laval ho t

trustworthy—to bring about its re-
unten. At the same Ume, they will
allow him to play up his victorles;
they will even stage spurious “con-
flicta of policy” fn which Laval will
appear to bo the winmer. And
Laval will slyly wink and spread the
fmpresston that 1t {skes a smart
Frenchman fo outwlt the Germans.

They. will allow Laval to get back
some of thousands of prisioners from the
camps whero they have been interned
aince the Spring of 1040,

MAYBE RE WILL
FAKE A PARLIAMENT

Laval may even reconvens same rort
ot rump parlament on the Nazi Relcha-
tag model, to convince America that ha
is “reatoring democracy.” The German
propagands hinta at this by comparing
Patain'n appointment of Laval to the
appointment -of Hitler by Hindenburg.
And Indoed the puruol 1a lh’lklnl_, :

And the gamo is, that for thess two
things, end perhaps some others, the
Fronch people will pay for an outright
ezl snd completely antl-Britiah and
antl.American organization of France.

Now {t would be foolhardy to say that
this policy wen't work, If wo sllow
Laval to have a serles of successes, 1t
1s quita possible that we will be' played
out of the gama,

(Te Be Continued Tomorrow)

Visitin® Around

rum,
And the price of his conviction,
Pald the score for those to come,

Roll! ln ml!uﬁy seaward for this
thy .side
Knmdhln cmmlry’l call for rme-

lom,

And hearing, fought and dled;

And they left him!in his glory,

Beneath his own dear sod,

Wllh ﬂw luel hosts bﬁm him,

ul At home’ with: God,

; £ ~HA17D‘ WADDELL.

Charlestots, 8, 0,0

.cured the poaition of  masts

Born 38 Years Ton Boon
(38 Years Ago,
‘Traneylvania Times)
Wo learn that O. B. Desber hus ee-
nt cashier
in the revenus offios at Asheville at m
salary of $100 per 'month, - Ax boodla
Netma o be the groat object and aim of -
Republican politics in the Bouth, wa are

giad that Charile hu got hia (\nnrl n

the plo,




