Americans

And Aussies
Determined
[o Strike On

Move To Prepare
Offensive .

By C. YATES McDANIEL
U. S. ARMY HEADQUAR-
ERS, AUSTRALIA. —(AP)
- Allied airmen, racing
wrough tropical rainatorms
) one of their attacks, were
eported today to have de-
troyed 40 Japanese bombing
nd fighting planes on the
round in two raids on Ra-
aul,

While these continuing
dicated American and

attacks

termination to press the Jap-
nese In thelr outer rim  bases
'd perhaps force them to relax
efr grip, Gen. Douglas MacAr-
ur's new High Command in the
puthwest  Pocitic began & awift
spping of plans to carry out in-
ructions to prepare an offensive,
As ‘sn-inttial step, Prime Minfs-
r John Curtin met with Mac-
rthur and other Alled szerviee
defs In a conference on a “high-
confldential” subjoct,

The attacks on Rabaul in New
ritaln were mede Saturday and
unday. Thousands of pounds of
igh explosives were satd to have been
ropped on Lakxunal airdrome Sat-
rday, wreeklng Tunways, blasting
, pleces at least four Navy Zero
ghters with direct hits and wreck-
g many others with flying steel.
LYING BOATS FIRED

Moored fiving boats were set on
re by another wave of raiders,
hife n a heavy attack Sunday
. least ane Japanese ship In Ra-
ul Harbor was reported damaged
y bomb blasts,

The pifots at Lakunal swaop-
e out of low clouds faught
thelr was through heavy an-
th-pirerafl barrage snd turncd
leas thelr bombs and machine
guns, The epcration dev
soribed ma Bighly snccesstul.
Attending the conférence be-
veen MacArthur and Curtln were
en. Bir Thomas B. Biamey, Aus-
alian, commander of Allled land
roes, nnd Ma). Gen.  Richard
utherland, American, who I ex-

ted to be MacArthurs chief of
aff,

Curtin, who sald his Government
ad Jolned with the United States,
reat Britaln, New Zealand and
e Netherlands In granting Mac-
rthur & charter as Supreme Com-
tander in this vital war theater,
ttended the conference in hia new
le as Defense Minkster,

Informed quarters satd the de-
nse portfollo had heen created
v the Australian War Cabinet ta
iminate ved tape and provide a
wannel - through which the Allied
ommand conld swiftly advise the
overnment. of Ha needs,

During the conference, they sald,
urtin re-afflrmed in more pe
onal terms aasurancex of his Go
rment's goad will and support
hieh he formally  convey
tacArthur from Canberra
By,

JAILS AGREEMENT
The Prime Minister Wimsel( hall-
d the agreement formalizing Mace

Hee 40 JAP On Page B

verters

Smolensk,

Moscow,

Smolensk Faces
Great Threat

Red Army Initiative May Have Been
Carried Within Hitler’s Vision

By ASSOCIATED PRESS

which has served the German High Com-
mand as field headquarters for the Eastern front, wi
ported within range of Russia’s big guns today, and: the
central front army of General Gregory Zhukov,
was said to have advanced to within eighteen
miles of the city from the northeast,

Plan Use

Ship Fire

Normandie
NEW YORK-—

third firc In ax
aboard the former
Normandie had n<
evidence of sabolag

Walsh,

Probe Third

Al;olh('r Blaze Aboard

s—New York Gity
Fire Commissianer Patrick J, Walsh
sald today that investigation of the
many

French
yeL shown

who r(-\rnlrd rarlter that
there have heen minor fires aboard

months
liner
“no

There was thus a possibllity that

the Red Army’s inftiative on ty

central front had carried the war
within the vision of Adolt Hitler
himsell as an odd zort of birthday
present. for Berlin safd the fuchrer
his 53rd anniver-

passed the day,

sary, at eastern headquarters

immicdiate charge of operations.”

23 MILES OF MOSCOW
Tt was not known, of
whether Smolensk still served 0

Hitler command as the nerve cen-
The
1n 230 miles west of Moscow.
The advices on the Smolensk op-
erations came in Moscow press dls-
was

Reuters which placed the advanc-
Ing Russlans so close to Smolensk.

ter for the Battle of Russin.
clty

patches via London and it

Concurrently, Russian sourcea
alto reported new attacks along

8 re-

savior of

course,

Of Labor

Priorities System
To Be Created

WABHINGTON — (43 — Chalr-
man Panl V. McNutt of the War
Manpower Commisston safd today
he would create a system of labor
priorities, designed to get needed
men nto the most unportant war
industries, but declared he did not
R work or fight meth-
od of forcing men Inte war pro-
duction.

Charged with reaponsibility for
allocating man power and woman
power among factorles, farms and
the armed forees, McNutt estimate
cd 13,000,000 new recrults would be
needed in war plants this year,
and sald that “we may be con-
fronted  with an overall nation.
wide labor shortage” In the lkely
event of o leng war,
McNutt told n press conference
“Ine favored a program af “group”
ments {rom Sclcctlve Serviee
induction, although acknowledging
that such a program might con-
Mict with present Scelective Serv-
fee procedure, and would require
leglslation to effect.
Such group deferments,

ne

in

he

excusing

the $560,000.000 capsized liner. vir- ihe Volkhov River south of |men of certaln skill quallfications
tuslly every day, sald Saturday’s Leningrad and  against  the [from milltary duty, would be upon
flre was caused by aparks from anj Finns, between Laken Ladoga [not only an  occupational group
aeetylene toreh and Onega basts but also upon

“Fortunalel; hr osald Inow nrr- Hitle s sald by the Russlans basts, McNutt satd, In order to
arcd statement, “there was veryf, FUHCT A8 Shid B e Ruse B take care of local shortages of
lttle damage done” adding thatil® be UY o put the old b 1irainey Jabor, No specific leglsla-

vessel's relrigerator.
Workmen
ralvage

to the

the dlwastrons

ness was responsible for

the sy ns
othey blare on March
tiremen were summoned
damage,
MUST USE TORCHES
Walsh  sald  the
had to be done with
torches and “the anly
Ix with a hammer

how long.”

& workmmw's torch fgnited cork tn
2 tiny space in the lining of the

have been attempling
83,600~
from her plerside posilion on the
bottom of the Hudson River since
fire of Feh,

fow days ngo a Congressional sub-
committes reported that carcless-

which resulted In the eapaleing of
i was being fitted as
the naval auxiliary Lafayette, An-
13 tn whicn

metal

other way
nid
and that sould take: 1 dont know

ton  ship

that fire

dd e

cutting
acetylene

ehisel—-

back inta the alr war with attacks
by a3 many as 50 planca agamst

aingle aceret objectives.

tion i3 now (n hiz mind, the man-

power chief added.

German bombers ranged the vest| VOLUNTARY SYSTEM
BT IN . N With relerence to the proposed
See GET IN KANGE on Page § Inbor prlorl() system, he declared:
> will have to be
B EE ° made for supplving labor ta vas
uiletin rfous war Indusiriat plants in ac-
cordance with the urgency of the
. . need for the products each plant
Air Plants Taken tras out”  Enforcement, he sald,
; : Navy would be upon a voluntary basls,
Over by Navy A questioner asked whether Me-
WASHINGTON— (i —The |NUU PINNRd to use Army service
Navy, actlog on ordees from [0 0 l‘f":,"‘,,';’r e, e S
Presldent Roosevelt, loday laok al idu o e
aver olanta of  the Drewst diint Ttke the "work or fight” ex-
an:’uum-‘ Corp. ‘a‘ h“:"" presslon,  and nrmm he did not
Sy ' o linten xercls -
Tand Clty. Ne O Newan N, |8 d o excrctse such  compul

J.. and Sohnaville, Pa.
This actlon, White House of-

ficials  explalued, was taken
over heeause of - “dissattstacs
UHon with the management.”

T would not be ln
labor. draft he sald. “Our pro-
gram will have to be on a volun-
tary bosls—1 hope it will be kept
on’ a voluntary basis.”

favor of a

British And Chinese
Limited Burma Counter-Attack

LONDON ::~-/P— - Britlsh
nel ; Chinese infantry huva

umkx

. mllna norlh of Owa,

and an-

1 bined °. counter-offenstve!
nd ::recaptured  Yonangyaung . in
e Burma . ofl - fields . from , the
apanese,: Chinese nnd Britah’ in-
STMANLA : Bal

A Fcorimuniaiis” from New
el Announced : an - RAF . sweep,
£ 200 similea::along . the - Arakan

Weat : Burma) coast - in - which - the
irtield snt - Basselnion  the . Trrae

e was i spsuahed 2 up,
Jaufichas s atiacked, barxen
s Gwa i Bay.:

Andrew

g the Jrpancsc-used
at_ Allaamyo, along the
north of Prome,
Flglng'. Tigera . of . the
Voluntéer Group - with

sirtlel
the cnmmunmu« ald.

had

fRutry : was i
a;: headlong  attack ; on
mness - along

(fnaling : the

“start

1Y

the xrruwnddv.

BR !
The . British also -reported ratd-

airdrome
Icrawnddy

and credited the

American
destroylog

two Japutioie planes over pothot
b

no lossea,

Pacod by : tanka, the Ghiiioss  n
have

mada
the = Jap-
M-
Mm.\wd

Start

counter-offensive to end the most
Japanese!

serfous threat of the

the  Chinese  had
Yenangyaung after a fierce
day battle and velfeved
circled  British force of
thouspnd men

tack, sald they doubted -that n
conslderable British - fofee "had - be

sidered doubtiul
there.

waa any -longer

fve.

A Chungking communique sald
recaptured
twas
sn en-(
several

British_sources, teliing of the at-| The

it a large [force|”

Fire Destroys

Army Bomber

MITCHEL FIELD, N, Y. — (i
—Flre today destroyed a mediun
bomber belng warmed up for
“routine operatfon” but none of
fta crew was inj 8 .

Licutenant arry Kelither,
Mitchel Field public relatlons of-
ficer, sald the planc's right mator
burst into flamea at 5:20 A. M
and spread over the ¢
tire lshlp, causing two “moderate’
exploalons
nmcrr satd the bomber way
fully Toaded with gasoline, witich |tod
exploded as the flre reached the

ny
en

trapped 0 the area na the ofl fields{tanks.
in . the .area ta the .south have|. “There was no evidence of sabo-
been - destroyed waa  ton- uxc." Lleutenant  Keillher  sald,

a mtmu accident.

WASHINGTON. {AP

Japs Batter At

Corregidor Fort

Intense Effort To Smash
Island Resxslance Started
) —
Japanese effort to bntter the Philippine Iﬂland fortress of

Corregidor into'helplessness by bombs and siege guns was
reported today by the War Department.

Opening of an intense

From_new positions on the Ba-
tann  Penlnsuia_ and the
south shore of Manila Bay the foc
began an intense artillery bombard-
ment yesterday. and for the first
time since the fall of Bataan dive
bombing rald were made on Cor-
Tegidor.

Defending _gunners replied ef-
fectively to the new atsck, sitenc-
ing at least three batteres m-
munique reported, and breaking up
three motor truck and troop con-
centrations on Dataan,

dive bombing ralds were
made on Corregidor and in addition
Japanese light  bombers | attacke
Corregidor nnd Fort Hughes sev-
cral thnes from high sititudea.

One bomber wos by antls
alreraft fire, the War Department
reported
Meanwhile

near Zapmboanga., on

France at
Nazi Side

Laval in Broadeast
To People

VICHY, Unoccupled Frénce—(#)
—Pro-Axis Plerre  Laval in a
broadeast to the French people
today cafled France's declaration
of war on Germany ® ‘“erime”
and sald that “rapprochement be-

lenced by the fort's guns were in
addltion, officials said, to at least
four and possibly flve which it was
announced yesterday had been put
ouL of actlon in the past fow days.
mblog  attacks on the be-
mgm fsland forts have been con-
filed thus (ar te high altitude level
bomblug. officlals noted.
The dive bombers operated on
he Bataon Peninsula before de-
fonses there were overcome. thes
were particularly deadly after anti-
alreraft defenses had been reduced.
Yesterday  the Department re-
ported that comparatively smail
defenses were overcome, fhey were
particulazly deadly after nnti-alr-
craft defenses had been reduced.

Three ce Vessels
Sent Down Ways

“MOBILE. Ala.--¢1—Three new
vessels, n ID00O-tan  freighter and
twn minesweepers, rested i the
water today al the huge Chicka-
saw Yards of the Guit Shipbufld-
ng_ Corp.

The minesweepers, the USS Tu-
mult_and the USS Velocity, were
iaunched  simultancously  yesterday
shortly after the cargo ship, the
Fairland, slipped down the ways.

3

the Island of Mindanao more thap |tween France and  Germany s

500 miles to fhe south, an Amerl-|the condition for peace ln Fu-

can-Filipino patrol ambushed 1wo [rope.

bus loads of Japanese troopa and|. Laval Insisted:he had “no re-
Infllcted s whatever in the mis-
The three enemy batterles #l-|fortune . which has bc(sllcn us”

and appealed farm: of
France: to ;" ull lhtlr soll wlth the
same psslon a3 you would use to
defend ;1"

Hepromlsed ' to “do everything
10 Uy :to:bring dbout the salvation
of theicountyy.”

Lavalicalléd:the first’ meeting of
formal i meetitig . of his Ministers
to take iupithe mandate handed
them by “Marshal Petain amid a
crisis “with which Petain compared
with of : France’s defeat in
June; =

tences brondeast to
the :Frenchiipeople yester
aged  Maréhel: stated the
which’ heiaaChief of Siate,
detegated:to:the new Thief of the
Government ‘and gxtiorted them to
stand behind Lavals regime “with
a single heart.”

Now that his organization has
been completed, Laval, too. Is ex-
pected to broadenst & message to
the natton today,

Petain placed Treach Cieil Au
thority . in val's  hands
French Mmmr) “Authority in. uum
of Admiral Jean Dar ese
wordst

“Admiral Darlan  who remalns
my designated successor will assume

Washingion Remains Silent as
Japs Grow More Fearful.

Rv ASSOCIATED PRESS
Japan broadcast a new version today of bombm: raids
Saturday on Tokyo and three other great cities, impt
that the assault was launched from.thre¢:United States
aireraft carriers in the Pacific and that some’of the planes
raced on to safety in China after loosing their bombs,
Tokyo Imperial Headquarters issued :thi: annow

n
“A hostile navy unit centenng around three aircrsft
carriers appeared April 18 at a distant point off the eas
coast of Japan proper but, fearing ‘Japanese cmmternthc
fled mthuut approaching Japanese shores:::
“0On the same day approximately ten enemy airera
the Northern American B-26 type appeared over. Tulm) and.
other areas, flying singly or in pairs. .- .
“Hostile planes which mnnaged to escape bemg d
appear. to have escal ina.
“Damage caused was extremely light.”.

The world still . was de
on Japanese * Recouats er
Axia verstons Dﬂgmun( ln lean
for mews of what occurred:
urday, when the-Japancse dsclmd

1S, and Negoys,: Japan's 4
Sy s cenier of izt
duction

LET UNITS BETURN :
‘There wos no. word -of ‘such’a
raid from Washington - or - ahy
other United Nationa capital ‘and

» task force such ' as:the  Tokyo:

announcement describes it may: be

ten  days

American pul
Washington's policy - Is - to pmnu

all units to return to- their :bases

before publishing results.

Az H teo nv»«t lhc T'kyi

dispatch from Chuig!

the Unlted Statex planes which

struck home at Japan

rived safely at thelr Sestina:

tion. Quotlng . “well-Inforuzed
e3¢

vislenal

gave me

dutlmlhn Chuntkln; had
ported earlier that the ' al

Tack was mot launched  from

Chineso soll.

o
The North American  Aviation
Incorporated's B-35 13 a twin-en-

peed of more than 300 miles an.
milea.

Tnus if the Japanese version'ts
eecul mbers  of such . range|
could hnve started for the attacx,
from several hundred miles dMf the
Japanese coast and still been abla
to speed on 1,400 miles muthwest
to the Lishul section of southecest
Cheklang Province. - The anmm

that part of Cheklang

sald thelr targets were alr fields
which they belleved wers - being
prepared  for rgainst = Japan.
by Amerigan-made- plancs.

The mw announcement  from:

if the ralds were launched -fromi ..

pine medlum bomber with 8 topjon

hour and a crulsing range of 2,650 et

in annowacing recent alr raids on |oeoeg tom
visice,

Imperi: made no|
mxcrennc to previous!
broadeast by the Tokyo radio that
nine attacking planes were shot
dowa.
HEAVY BLOWS

Despite the offleial nssertion ll\at
rald damage was “cxtreme!

other Axls broadcasts E\lRRt!wd
that industry and transport vital
1o the war effort had suffered and

See " FRANCE AT on Page 8

Ree NEW ATTACK On Fage 8

VICHY —(fn— German  nccupa-
tlon authorities at Rouen have
ordernd the exccution of 30 French
hostages for bombing of a Qer-
man troop traln fn which a “large
number™ azl  soldlers  wers
Killes./ 1t was officlally snnounced

todn:

Eighy -more hostages :will bo
shot 1f those guilty of .attacking
the traln are Dot turied over for
punishment bvm April 23, a Gere

r&«:r anything to Indicate it was|man notice

In: addition, 1,000 *C

Execution Of 30 French Hostages
“For Troop Train Blast Ordered

Jews an ore’ or-

dered dcpor(cd to Eastern Euro
From now on, the Cermana
structed, & number . of
clvillans will -be forced :loaccom~
pany German':soldiers on skl ;troop
trains to assure the.latters’ safoty.
Lorder . wa ;. pubs

tn _ the - newspaper - -Journal

Do Routn: ahd :sald :the : bomblog

by : Lisut.-Gen. Brnst
Von' Schaumberg,: German inilitary
drts.:

French | O

of the traln occurred ‘on: April: 16, l

Purther :detalis ; wero :not - given,
tMeanwhile,: heavily :cennored
rolerred . 10 .80




