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he WP & A
I’s a Case of Au Revoir
‘And Not Good-By

In one way the Works Progress Ad-
nistration, which the President has
w, in the second year of & manpower’
ortage, moved to abolish, was bullt
typlcally American lines. It demand-
‘work in exchange for its dole; and
work, hard work, this country was
unded and grew great, and in the
peess work came to rank as a virtue
itself, WPA, in that it refused to
bsidize idleness, conformed to the
nericari ‘code.
But in other ways it was slways of-
nsive, despite the crylng mnecessity of
employment rellef back there in 1833
d-despite the fact that iis derogators
ver had a better system to suggest
its place. For one reason, it was 50
-fired expensive; to keep it operating
xpayers had to meet an enormous pay
1 without visible return to

20,000 men. With his manpower all but
destroyed and his heavy armor gone, the
German desert fox should have been an
easy mark. In his new hole, he has
doubtless reinforced himself greatiy.
Even in the face of a superlor ‘enemy,
he may yet glve a good account of
himself.

Somehow, the Germans are belleved
to have reformed four divisions, and to
be waiting with 80,000 men and over
200 new tanks, Though the Eastern sido
of the Allled African front has control
of the air and is ready for battle In
greater numbers, that phase of our war
may become as costly as has the sur~
prising battle for control in Tunisia

At Long Last

Control Over Men and Food

Came Late, But In Time

The nation reached a crossroad on its
way to total war over the week-end,
made a left turn In the face of heavy

d, for another, it took so many fob-
lders—sadministrators, clerical forces,
perintendents and the like—to main-
n it. Too many cents out of WPA's
lars went for supervision and admin-
ration, and too many of those jobs
re awarded because of political con-
erations. Then there were the {gkes
wt the energy with ‘which WPA
rkcrs attacked thelr tasks.

Dur-h\mu:n were cautioned on ‘golng
rto ‘the woods to hold their fire at any
biect which did not move; it might be
. WPA worker. ‘The long-handled
bmeh hiad to be measured Just right for

Roadside signs read, “Caution—

& WPA
In the the old leaf-raking
ays, Gene Talmadge once wired the
resident, “Send us some more leaves.”
¥PA, with its enormous (and enarm-
ly-unskilled) manpower, managed to
some things done which nobody else
ld:have bothered with, and statis-
ally some sort of case might be made
, for §t on a value-recelved basis. And
{ainly it relleved a vast hardship.
1, it never came to be saccepted.
roughout Jts heckled career, it re-
ined objectionable to Amerlcans and
ompatible with Americanism, We
ink we know why.
There was no future to it. People
In't get ahead on WPA; ‘they went
ckwards. Rather than bridging & gap,
was accepted, too often, as a perma-
nt refuge, a depressing terminal. It
stroyed Initlative. It did not teach
w skills; it remained throughout its
e n soclety of the Incompetent. It lured
to city slums
country Negroes and whites to whom
e WP & A's meager wages and short
irs represented a mew lease, and b
ffled them beyond redemptlon, and
¢k them out of the production of grow-
¢:things, and Impaired the self-re-
nee of whole families,
Its' belated dissolutlon is of = plece
th its founding In that an emergency
ctates it. But its disbanding will take
ace’ in laggard WPA tempo, and it
lI'be with us agaln in due course. Be-
use it created a whole new class of
mericans who consider themsclves
ards of the politiclans, and. they vote.

Stalled

- British Eighth Army Recoupa
_ Before Second Try at Ronmel

¥or ‘several veeks, since the triumph-
L Fush westward from El Alameln, the
tish Eighth Army has not been heard
. Béfore El Aghetla, with the littered
ert ‘behind him, General Bernard
tgomery s resting’ elther he 15 busy
rengthening his 800-mile supply lines to
pe the fate of ali previous North Af-
drives, or he is licking his wounds
engaging Marshal Rommel.
1 Ariierican forces bored Into Af-
16y brought hopes that the two
might-be quickly joined mnd the
uﬂad from: the continent without
 striiggle, Time and distance,
slowed the twin drives. St
e Allled :forces face two big
Teststance  which must be
before the Bouth Mediterran-
& haven. The Elghth Armys
 comparable to that of
nd: $he' Aterieans now
ed near  Bizerte :-and

were: artitlery * duels
el, - Whase " forces
o be cit’dgwn to

traffic, its course and went
into high gear. Men and food, without
which nothing could be done, went under
emergency control. The last and most
precious of our resources, at a belated
Presidentinl order, went into the hopper
at last. War came home to us all,

The appointment of handsome Paul
McNutt and homey Claude Wickard as
guardlans of natlonal wealth may prove
to be something less than perfect, but
any breakdown of the new programs
might be laid to delayed action. If the
tangled manpower problem proves too
much for MeNutt, and If Wickard should
discover that he is saying. grace over
& half-empty table, it must be.remem-
bered that thelr charges were runaways
when they took over.

But, late or early, our position became
clearer at once, The suspension of en-
listments in the Army and Navy was
evldence that the High Command has
decided at last what kind of war it
will fight, and how many men it wil
need. Centrol of the vital commodity,
interlocking with manpower In industry,
farming and subnormal clvilian produc-
tlon came with the same blow. Work or
fight, every man wit soon know his
Job for the duration, and therein will
serve Democracy under a totalitarian
rule.

Henceforth, theoretleally at  least
Unele Sam will have flgures on fighters
and workers at his fingertips, and Se-
lective Service will become an efflclent
force. The services will not just grow,
but will be bullt according to exact
need. And industry, having come upon
even harder times, will make the same
gains.

And the Iarder, which has come to be-
long to hall the worid, goes under the
same reglme. Ratloning for all s not
far off, and the ever-increasing burden
of carryirig food for whole peoples as
our armies advance will take greater
problems before the Wickard office. The.
next battle is likely to develop as Leh-
man, caterer to-the world, meets Wick-
ord, ‘steward to the nation. But the
President, though avoiding over-all con-
trol *by one man, has set the course
at last,

If it scems that men and food, as
weapons of war, should have come under
immedlate control a year ngo today, the
nation can afford to rejolce under its
new restrictlons that there 1s actlon
now: These moves were a prerequlsite
to victory.

Headquarters of Lloyd's "of London fs
now housed in offices fifty feet be-
low the street, A rom,muz. business, this
underwrlting. -

Another of the disappearlng types 13
the expert, class of 41, who had the
Axis without oil for six more weeks of
war,

Among slgns of a hard Winter, .an
upper Wisconsin prognosticater announ-
ces the arrival of his wife's relatives
three weeks ahead of schedule.

Those who have neglected to put away
something for taxes next year should

be warned that 1043 calendars are now .

‘In productien. There will be 8 next,year,

ey

_India, @)

. WASHINGTON

1§ 15 the 52nd week of our war, 8 ¥eAr,.and a good
place to take o look at where we Bhnd Viewing the
rogress on A large scale it can be we have, on the
whnlc, made good our defense, Nothing more; the offense
hus hardly begun, if at all.
Yet this constitutes a good year, where wo had ‘every
reason to look for a bad one. It Iz more than was ac-
complished during the first year of the last. war, and this
iz a tougher war, one In which we have foewer allles, more
enemies, and comparatively far fewer resources.

When thie Spring cxmpalgns opened and the Japanese
In the Pacitio had closed thelr first surprise rush there
wers seven danger areas which we of the United Nations
were required to defend or see ourselves In an exiremely
serfons positfon—one In which we might be fighting this
war for many years with llitle prospect of galning any-
thing beyond a negotlated pence.
As agalnst Japan, those areas were (1) the frontiers of
the lined to the South Paclfle and (3 ih
Hawall-Alnska trlangle,

As agalnst Germany, they were (1) the base in the
Briish Iskes. @ the shipping lines connecting us with that
place, (3 the Middle Enst with its Suez Canal and (4) the
Yolga line connecting producing Russta with Hghting Russia,

There was every milliary reason to beliove that the
Japanese could take any one of the three on which they con-
centrated and that the Germans could win one and per-
hapa two of the four fronting them.

Our officers have made their mistakes; offleers al-
ways do In war, which s not an exact sclence. But
locking back on It, we can congratulate ourselves on the
fact that our enemics have made no mistakes except
monumental ones; crrors that did not cost them a few
llves or ships but radically affected the whole course
of the war,

Perhaps the most monumental of these mistukes was the
ome they made an the very first day when they came to
Pear] Hurbor with a few squadrons of airplanes that did
nothing but temporary damage, where they might have
brought their whols battle flcet and crippled our Navy for

By Fletcher Praut
Overseas News ‘Agency Milliary E:pert

Sears instead - of ‘moriths; ml'ht oven luve captured  the
place, More—iri a . sense, Pear] : Harbor . attack . was
lc(.uu]ly a benefit, SE b Cand. the daiape- st dia

W,
battleships it “is. not: certaln that our :Navy: would | -

# the; resul
the operations of modern ltrﬂdnx torces

und - crulsers eo-operutg}

It would secem ooking back from the helght of ‘n
year, that the Jnmnese madé: thelr second: monumental
mistake in assuming, after the sinking of two:heavy crulsers

and the alrcraft carrier Hermes in the: Bay of :Bengal,:that:

they had all the time in the. warld to

n Indis, or perhaps that the vexed
uon would shable them to wnlk in thers
of having to make any :

They turned thefr’ enm. toward the dl.u-np ot
our Hnk with Australis; this was s doubls mistaks,::
for it Involved also lhe assumpilon - that ; without ita
battleships our Navy was unable u meet - full-strength

a1 - palitical sltua=
without :the" trouble

blow on their part. At Coral fHea in one
of tha three main ub)ﬂe ves,

dway. as & victory we had no tght t expect, wom,
l!ke the® Battls of Britain, through ‘the tactical skill of our
fifers and because of the blunders of our enemles. It de-
clded who should have the strategic initlative in the Paciflc;
it offered us the opportunity to win the war which the
Japanese had falled to win ‘when they had the opportunity,
The counter-offensive was begun in the Solomons; but
as this firat.year of war closes that offensive has only
begun; our forces have not yet -demonstrated their ability
to make an attack sny more successful than the enemy.
On the other side of the world the piclure {1 es-
sentlally the same, The British have made mlstakes nnd
some of them weré bad ones. On the showing to date
ihe thousand-plone ralds agalnst Gem-n clties were a
misiake. The losses were far too hlgh.

d : Gerinan  U-bealy crulsing  tn uu‘m‘

~‘eﬂln‘(helhlm.¢ f‘the war, and - ax it he
':‘-ed ‘;‘.nh‘" b;‘i:‘_l u‘t‘kﬂle vitat objecﬂvu of hl.l chm=

. Now oess : greater - than ™ anys
thing he has‘yet wohteved to wm Sues. 5

The " dofense’ Laa” been  made " good; perhapsleast.: com-
Dblegely In' Riissla“ where - the heaviestsitack -fell “and - Where
the " Gérmans“are still* close .encugh - to '/ the " Volga :to
create’ dl.mmlms there next syrmg—lt they “are still - there
+ then,

Du.ring the year “we. have losz nnthlng that we eould
not afford to - lose....But been a . defensive ©year; -
i we-owe our success to the enemys monstrous blunders, :

sust . 4130 - remember. that our asslgnment was the
casler, afforded - less - opportunity for blunders, " In the
next :ear we . shall _have the far more difficult  task

ck, and.an. atiack that has to be made while our
muon in at least four of the vital fields is still .unsure.

No offensive ws can mpke in the Furopean theatsr Is

- Ukely to succeed unless the Atlantlc supply line be kept

clear, and a3 Winston Churchill has noted, the German
submerine offensive against those lines is not diminishing
but increasing. By next Spring the massivd German
Al ted and re-equipped, in

Breathing. Fasier

We Are Rolling

By Raymoml Clapper

TWO days in this important war production center convince me that,
around here at lenst, war productlon is n success.

You see some of the evidence with your own eyes—the tanks being
finished off at the Detroit tank arscnal operated by Chrysler, the Rolls-
Royce engines golng Into crates at Packard, the guns at Pontlac, the
belly turrets for Flylng Foriresses at Fisher's plant, and the heavy
bombers belng made at Willow Run.

You sce further evidence in the volume of siatistics. This area
is employing 930,000 men and women iy war wbrk, which Is one-
third more than were employed when I was here last January, In
the ten mnl\th\ since autemohile preduction endcd, the Industry
has built up war production to an annual rate of' more than six
and a hn“ bllllon deHlars—which s two-thirds above the peak pro- -
duction value of automobiles and trucks,

Perhaps the best evidence that nll is golng well s the changed
nood of the nutomobile exccutives, who n year ago were worried, They
had glven up automoblie production reluctantly, under pressure. They
1elt mi.sundcrslocd and were on the defensive fgalnst public eriticism.
They d A war production problem that they wercnb sure they .
could llck although they were ready to try it,

Now I find the same exccutives confideni, feeling that their
main worrics are over, that they have llcked the chief production
probiems, and that from here on it Is largely a matier of obtaining
sufficlent manpower, sufficlent materlals and necessary machines.

A frighttul mistake was made In Egypt, where the RAF  6UfONg enough to make one mere paign, n
and the generals In command of the ground forces fatled to one more gigantic bid for victory on s scale as great ma et
get together with the result thai the Army of Egypt fell  that when it sttacked in France or in Russla. [
into the Xnightsbridge ambush, lost all ita tankx and wi In this year since Pearl Hsrbor then, we have only ot
driven back to Fi Alamein, kept from losing the war, We have not yet begun to b

By contrast, all the Axla operatlons seem fo have been  wih i, b
e
al

Many Happy Returns of the Day
. ~—B8y Herblock
. .
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They arc more mellow about labor, and speak of labor problems now
29 growing paina, They say frankly that labor conditions In
Detrolt have Improved gradually during the lnst year. They sec
no advantage In atirting up Iabor questions, and for that Teason
would rather see the 40-hour-week Jaw stand.

They complain about the mmount of red tape in dealing with
Washington., They struggle to find the man in Washington who has
the authority, nRd when they do flnd him he s gone by the time
they ga back fo Waahington n second time, Bt thcy e philosophicnl,
Along with several other
them for severnl hours.. exeulives such fa . B Wilson, prasidont of
General Motors; Charles Sorenson, of Ford: George Chrlstopher, of
Packard; Harold Vance, of Studcbaker: Herman Weekler, of Chrysler,
and E. A, Glark, president of Budd Wheel.

Chrysler Is faclng a union-shop controversy, but when that was
mentloned the athers seltled back, beenuse they have gone thfough it

nd have readjusted. They feel toward Chrysler the \\uy a fellow

{onving the dentist feels loward the PALlent waiing ta &

The struggle to get machine tools continues. Gemml Dotors
has orders In for 16000 but is gelting only about 2500 a month,
Chrysler expects to walt several months more for 18,000 machines
sifll on order. Those figurcs suggest onc reason why defensive
weapons are being cul back. The Hmited supply of machines must
go Info expansion of engines and power plants for plancs and boats. |

One lears many rumors nbout Ford's Witlow Run bomber plant.
But several hours spent fn walking over 80 per cent of the plant shows
that the place s full of plancs in varlous stages of production. The
plant ls working but it s far from penk production, which is not
expected until toward the last quarter of next yenr.

The principal task at Willow Run now Is to obtain and train
help.  Thousands of men and women who hever have worke
araund machines must he taught. Materfals and machines appear
to e on hand (n adequate supply. Sectlons are bullt up along the
assembly lines, but although there 1s much mechanizallon, & vast
amount of hand work Js Inescapable when 700,000 I‘lvch must be
put Into cach B-24.

Problems encountered fn sotting up new Industrles. shortnges, and
manpower difficulties exist for many plants, yet the production being
uchleved In the Detroft aren 5 thoroughly reassuring. A look at it
rather completely knocks the worry out of you.

e

“Well, there’s one solution of the heat problem, and mow
we can resume our childhood tudy of how to keep warm
both in fan and back ai the same timel”

Footnote

Murder Wiﬂ IOut

few doys after Pearl Hatbor The News recetved

a column by Drew -Pearson and Robert Allen
—one of the famed . Waslitngton Morsy-Gio-Round
pleces—wrltten -or; publication on Dec. 13, 1M1, We
read it with nmnzemem. and oomlmnnl.lon for it
Btiipendoys losses under the

it, we filed It awayiin iemory book. de-
cided Rgalnst publlcatmn hccnuia 0! the mlllmry
* information it contalne

19 wc recelved this wire from

New York:
“Please kil specinl Pearl Marbor story we
sent you . fofTeleass’ Dec. 13.

PEARSON AND ALLEN

necessiry, because we'd already
urselves, - but through the pass-
ing months the éAA afory remained uncxplained.
“And {t:wag iy yeaterday that the- true -exterte ot

. Amerlcan : 108568 wore muade public—a (year to the

day . altor ‘the' 'dissater. The atory, though old and
cold, brought a'shiidder to Americans, Eight battle-
ships knocked:out of commisslon, the harbor wreck-
ed, planes destroyed by the score, the Hawallan Is-
1ands left 6pén-to conqueat, almost defenseless,

- 'We . do not -azgue the point that iho losses
might have reasonably been given to the pubs
lie months ago_ (their coming was aunounced
soveral days n” advance), but wo would point .
out . that::a: reasonable facsimile of the truo
damnge wis g!ven by Pearson and Allen before
week had expired, and that 1L read fike a hor-
Fiblo nightmare at that time.
Thelr story, of Dec. 13, 1041, was thia, n hrlef:
Three baitleships, throe crulsers, ona alrplane
carrler and 40 flying boats had been sunk; four
heavy warships had been damaged, and most
Army planes, Including Flym; Fortiesnes, had
been destroyed or damage

“An exccutive of OPM nsmnrked to 1a. today:
"The irouble with most of our workers 18 that they
think the American Fleet is off chasing the Jap-
anese atid 8 about to score .a tremendous victery
in the Paclfic, I{ they really knew the truth, and -
Lhnt 00 per cent of our shipa st Hawall were wiped

out, I know that ‘American - labor wauld raspond
m-gnmclenuy,'

0 Merry-Clo-| Raund, at that tlmel wu celohrat-
ing m ninih - birthday,:“and :.a . whirlwind ;-caroer :.

opened in the Hoovcr ‘depression, . The i 8tory on

§

>

Disaster

“planes came' gliding in over .the mountains, and

Pearl Harbor was one of the most important th ita,
history, but could not see the light of the day. It
went into the detalls of attack, told how the Jap

how the newa was recelved ln Wishington:

“No one was more heavily crushed than the
President himself. The Navy was hls great pere
‘sonal pride. Many peopla have referred to him

8 hin own Secrelary of the Navy. When he .
recelved Heoretaries Knox mnd Stimson on Sun-
day rioon, ll:he could do was azk the repeated
quesifon: ‘Why? "Why did It happen? Why?
Gentlomen, exnllln how and why this could
have happened?’

“The answer to thnt tragic question probably goes
back many months and covers a multiude of sub~
Jects, It has {ta.root In the fact that -the Navy for
years has, heen JuaL A8 much at & clmd ‘shop of
Annnpb]ln agtifiteal niything John, L.
sousht to inpaset o
& corthin rizidily

new - ni warfare,
mitsls,-tfos kipks can d6 e wrons.”

“Thigt was the gist of the siory, and aiew-
“dng’tor*a.damaged mhip or mo becoming a foun.
dered ship, It siands ax rerarkably -mcourate,
One wondcrs at ihe pernlmnm-&- military
news policy which withholds such torribly :fm-
porlant news from the . people for # whole year
Tani Tong aftor Tossen Hod heen replaced In’ the
arca). Though' it ¥aay be painted ont that Brii.
ain did not hesliate to announce the losses of
the Prince of Walen and the Repulse, It remaine
that Jaymen re incapsble of rullng on auch
matiers’ of milltary polidy.

But 1t may be of Importance ax & background
to the . traglo story of Pearl Harbor .that Pearson:
and Allen at least knew the truth, though I coutd
not be told, For twelve months, the chlpl foll Wwhere
they wouid.

Today’s‘- liil"le Verse

It ‘you permlit évil to dwbll {1 your
polualgl m!n)d drive :out:the yD hh:l;rt; R
th t the same l et water :q

place stoee,
b(tt can’ nta Immlam hom Z
wutér und lnnh -—.Iumu 2 yf“ oau



