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ongress Eyes Ruml Plan
Boon to Short Taxpayers

the fesrsome ldes of March draw
the unsuspecting American tax-

and his apprehensive Government
oich & meeilng with an all-too-
reality and & man named Rumi—
the one may overcome the other
‘the - intense relief of the little man
the flat pocketbook. Because the
ddent's new budget Is lkely to call
some $15 billions more in taxes—
‘there ian’t that much more to be
yers may be paying as they

Chext year.

tion taxes will not be increased

clably, nor will excess profits taxes,
sl incomes or bapital gains. The

g tix may well be written into law,
‘even a 10 per cent sales tax is esti-

¢ o produce only $3 billions, if not
$pplicd to food. SBomehow, new sources
Fevenue must be found, and the
Plan clalms to have the answer.
\hen present high tax rates are likely
fiirnish considerably less revenue than

et , because March 15 is golng to
of of

t the money to pay taxes of 19

' eent on thelr incomes (5 per cent

Tax, scale starting at 13 per

eent on normal tax). The prospects are

ﬁx ‘default in whalesale numbers in this

of fiscal upheaval, The Ruml Plan
@aims an answer to that one, too.

Just s0 that all the Joneses who like
e, .American style,
mths ahead of income, will be ready

When the deadilne falls, the Ruml Plan
Jaay well be adopted by Congress. Under
inuch-discuzsed plan taxes will be

weeks and °

Great Deeds

Empty Stocking Patrons Had
True Spirit of the Season

Charlotte's second wartime Christmas

of Lhe generation found its needy and

tunate almost in
nced of aid, The wholesale departure
ot men and boys had helghtened tribu-
lations, threatened thie breakup of fami-
lies. For several thousand of our citizens,
the season might have been doubly un-
happy. But it was not so.

To meet an emergency which was very
real the community gave an immediate
and great-hearted response through The
Empty Stocking Fund of The News. That
charity spoke-for itself more loudly in
these difficult times, and the good will
of the people of Charlotte and the sur-
rounding area broke all previous rec-
ords of the fund's twenty-odd years.

We cannot speak for ourselves to the
patrons who spread happiness and cheer,
for ours is annually just & small part
of the bestowal of blessings. But for the
more than 7,000 Charlotteans; yourg and
old, who particlpated 1n*Cl tmas
through your human kindness, we would
express the most sincere appreclation.

That long list of individuals and flrms,
many of them anonymous, who swelled
the Empty Stocking Fund to its largest
total stands in our eyes as an honor
roll of those who worked a public service
in the true spirit of the scason. We
hasten to -add our volce to those of
their 7,000 beneticiaries to wish them all
the best of the new year.

War Panse
Tunisian Halt Forecasts

%’nmplz, if adopted on Jan. 1, it
Would put Into effect immediate weekly
‘maonthly payments on 1943 income,
& temporary postponement in pay-

1942 taxes.
"\?m' ponsors eay that 1t Is merely day-
saving time applied to taxation,
20 much slack will be taken up In
personial and family {inances that it
w pour additional billions into the
—and would have the added
gt-um of sterting them immediately,
than stacking them up for the
. Congress, like everyone else, has
1ts troubles understanding the Ruml
, but its leaders have been con-
of its soundness ini hearlngs. The
e man who pays and pays may ex-
to get on a new schedule before

It would be ta his beneflt as well as
at of the Government,

. Continued Strike Wave Will *
Brand All Labor Un-American

Organized Labor, the 20 per cent of
merican workers that talks like a ma-
rity, seems likely to meet stern resist-
of its increasing demands from
state legislatures as well as the
Congress next year, Mediatien
dedicated to the cause of halting

‘Legislatures, North Carolina's among
;- are more lkely to review the
it gains of Labor durlng the past
of crisis, brand them as excessive,
{ake steps in their own way. Merely

§ proof of the fact that the law-makers .

itind convincing evidence of Labor's
tinued insincerity and lrresponsibili-
we would record the doings. of the
ending Dec. 12, 1042,
In that'week, almost a year after La-
#8'x whole had reaffirmed its pledge
ottlaw strikes, there were cight major
;iall of them in war plants, and
involving more than 200 men, A
stopped  work
fnvoiving & loss of

ol C.O
0 folir by AFL workers, one by an
dent:union. They covered muny

i BLee); autamobiles, electrical equip-
t; mKchine - tools, bullding trades,
g, precision
the strange word “jurisdictional”

6 heard nialmost every case. -
jeatiiLaborins .a whole, obviously

. hag résponded magnificently to
ar; bt the ‘Wiltul ‘minority

December's: second
o penalty nithe

instruments.  As

\Great Drives of Spring -

The end of the year will {Ind the Axis
still clinglng stubbornly to its foolhold
in Tunista, and Spring, the senson of
great offensives, may find Hitler's forces
fighting on In the area, But for Amerl-
cans, there is no reason to despair over
our apparently imperceptible progress.
Our initial success in the area was a
military marvel, rivaling any Nazl con-
quest of the war,

Tunis and Blzerte were not included
in the first rush for the same reasons
that Miami and Pblladelphla, and all
polnts between, could not be occupied
at once by an invasion foree agalnst
the Unlted States. And, as ye!, there Is
little American pressure belng brought
against the Germans in Afriea. The Al-
ited burden has been carried by Britain's
First Army, while Amerlcans are busy
In preparation,

And that is generally true in battle
arcas around the world, with the excep-
tlen of the Solomons (a comparatively
small operation). Over 1,250,000 American
troops are oversens, but nowhere do they
yet carry the brunt of a blg offensive.
Falt and Winter have been Umes of
busy- loglsties, of men and materinls
streaming into more than 65 forcign
countries. When Spring comes, the world
will expeet an American climax to the
months of preparation.

The coming of a new phase of .war
In North Africa did not mean that it
was _won, or that there would be no
more United Natlons defeats. It meant

* that there was a chance for the deliver- .

ance of Europe. Now the blows are belng
readied, and when Amerlcan answers to”
puzzling problems of this war, like high
oclane gas, shipping, shortages, and air
transport. arrive in Afrlea, the end of
that campaign witl be near, -

Nat enly will the Axts be thrown fram

_Africa when General Elsenhower strikes

with full strength, but that day will
bring new zero hours to battle zones
around the world. Burma, -the Middie

st, Scandinavia, the French Coast, the
outhwest Pacific, the Aleutians—all will
beeome new points of danger for the
enemy, probably in the Spring.

For this Is to be the year of the
American offensive in which hundreda
of thousands will perish, when Hitler
will discover with finality that modern
warfare means Amerlcan warfare, -and
that be has neither the men nor the
material to stave off the end. His crack
army of professional soldiers, trained
and armed in peace, will prove no mateh
for the Impassioned amaptéurs of the
United States.~The year may bring no
decislon, hut i will cerlainly bring the
figst tersible shecting of German and
American armles, That ls the next siep,
after Tunisia. .

Man wunls but little here below and
15 tucky if the grocer has thal much.

Timme

No

To Be Tough

Santa In WaisllillgtOII

By Raymond Clapper

WASHINGTON

THERE 15 one place where we need practically
none of the Christmns splrlt from now on,
and that is In Congress. Around Congress the nenie
of Santa Claus, from here on out, ought to be mud.

Congress han an open invitallon from the
majority ot penple, I suspect, to he ns rough as it
whl—rough In laylng heavier tfaxes, rough in
knacking out some of the soft cushions nnder
Inbor, rough in resisting the farm lobbylsts who

re trylng to break away inte Inflatlonary prices,

ol In cutting down non-esseatlals everywhere,

especially in the Federal Government where

money and manpower are being grossly wasted in
perpetuatlon of useless ageneles,

Why-net? It's a rough war.

Senator Taft §s reviving his effort to get n sales
tax — say ten per cent on all sales except foud.
There I no reason for nob having a sales tax now
except (hat labor has been against # and the Ad-
minsiration has not tegeared hself to the changed
conditions that the war has brought,

Once there were good arguments against a sales

But now it Is the blggest untapped source of
addltionnl revenue, When we are spending mnny
thnes what we are ralsing in taxes. you can't defend
the refusal to tap such n rich solrce of ncome ns
the snles tax, Economists ean't find good rensons
for opposing it now beeause ft s n direct brake on
inflatlonary consumer spending,

1t 18 deporable for the Administration to op-
pose a sales tax oul of sheer tradltion .and It is
rqually deplorable (o permit the nrew year to
begin without having produced a pay-as-you-go
methad of colleeting Income taxes. Labor s In
for n clean-up Imsofar nx feglslation can con-
tribute toward that end. The fundamental blame
is not on thix Administration. It Is en the in-
competent and shortsighted  [abor Ieaders whe
have conllnued racketcering practices and winked
at unauthorized strlkes In war plant

S wages b,

The movement {o repeal the 48-hour week fs a
tricky one in that it is a concealed drive to cut
nocklng out overtime over forty hours
Work fsn’t limited to forty hours by law—only thab
over forty hours time and a half must be pald. The
Labor Department says that in war plants the av-
erage work week In October was 45.7 hours and that
the actual scheduled work weck averaged 48 hours.
Absenteelsm and turnover pulled down the actual
working average more than two hours below sched-
uled working hours. Automoblle executives in De-
trolt, engnged excluslvely in war work, told mé n few
weeks . ago that “forty-elghl to Tifty-two hours was
the most efficlent production working week, But
the 40-hour Jaw needs to be changed so that non-

war plants not i the gravy, can't stretch out with- .

out tho prohibitive overtime penalty, Labor unions
can't {airly expect to restrict work as usual when
we are so short of manpower that there i5 talk of a
gencral unlversal war service law to apply to all
aduils.

The Government atill s clutlered up with the
remains of agencies that aro of no further urgent
use. Just ms Mr. Roosevelt Is peralching out
WIA, so a good many other offices could be
scralched out.  Our scale of values has been
drastlcally revised by the war. You may own
two cars but you walk or ride a street car to

work. You may be able {o earn & very large
salary but you can retaln only a moderate one.
‘What otce seemed to be essential, we get along
without, and 1L doesn't kill us,

You cam't have bureaucracy as usunl, either,

Yet farm organization lobbylsts will meet here
after the new Congress assembles to mako thelr de-
mands. The labor crowd will be around making its
demands. Peonle will be hero protesting against the
way the tax laws hit them, Non-essential govern-
ment_agencies will be lobbylng to keep thelr jobs.

All of the gimmies tn the wholo country wil be
around here with thelr hands out. If I were Con-
gress. I'd go out and shool Santa Claus on the dny
after Christmns.

Platform @F The People

The Coming Earthguale

informnl way,
tae facl that o movement s under-

The News:

letter will serve, o an
to appralse you of  kisoline nnd

Wiy 0 expose, o and

its patrintism and co-operation long
months ago with the effort to save
tlres.
brs utterly fatled.
\Vu"h!n;,wll s not nceustomed to
wars nod

tle palriotic deslre ta help the boys
al the Front, instead of “cussing”
and abusing everyone about some
sllght inconvenience.

T wonder how much Lhe

The country

copdemn (he Criming

g
tein of North Cavolinn But the swivel

chalr propie are,

had to do with the
Iailure of Congreas lang. years

s vt matle, which embraces th
crintnal Judiciary, the prison sy
Ml the Dar Asoclation. The
v reveals a stovtling aftintion,
In & short time you will
receive 3 copy of a statemeni
outlinlng genreally the condi-
Gnny und practieen in vogue,
The brochure Is self-explanatory
and will serve as an Introdu
tlon ta the movement to follow
which has as its anly purpose
(he remedying of a mane
squandering and law-monger's
enteeprise, and o replare |t
whh 2 new kind of justice, n
Christian  Justiee, a practical
and reonomle kind of justice, a
system of Justlce devised to re-
move the source and camses
fram which all erbme springs.
Ant it s n system for he
reformatlon and recanstruction
f thase who vinlate the laws
and rules of soclety governing
human conduct.

Further Information will be pass-
rd on o you of the program 10
br adopted in this great under

taking
TRENT

MacKINNON.
Ralefgh, N. €. -

Newwspapers and the
Cussin’ Country
Editors, Tie New
AUl persons, Including newspaper
publishers, should now *be pesfect-
Jy satisfied. It was awtully hard
for anyone, even including mysed!,
10 be curtalied on gazoline un
take Ume to think how to save.
This country s mot Uned 10 being
denled nnything.
-At Jeast it b

n chance to show

They know how to conduct wars
and” they know how to conduct
emergencles of all kinds. Al they
have to do i to abuse anyone who
tries to meet an emergency or who -
trics to conduct a war.
- Mistakes?  Sure, There have
heen many made and wlil be many,
more, Newspapers abusé politicians
tar. holding U cnrs o the
ground. but wHEL do newspapers
do?  They Msten to every little
nolse of the public and pamper the
public day by day by abusc of any=
one who Inlerferes with the pet
tdeas of the public. This counlry
15 0 cunsipg” country.

Whatever anyone does he It
“cunsed” and abused by every-
ome. That is the priviicge-of a-
democracy. The funny thing
is  that Congress “cusscd”
Leon Henderson, hewspapers
“eussed” Leon Henderson. And
why?  Every fifling  statlon
owner and every car owner
“cumed”  and  Abused  Leon
Henderson.

1 wonder \nmnumM i wnul(l

“this debacle.

back. ta allow pipe lnea lald
across (he United:States. These
newspapers . conveyeli kil the
propagagda’ agatusl e Idea.
- And where did:the prapoganda -
come from? . Wag It from il
ler or the German Bund?
Somebody's i propuganda  caused
Now:Who are the
conveyors of ipropagatida? In my
oplnlon, one :faetory:: could not
manufacture’ eRotgh German Iron
Crosses ‘1o :feWard ipeople who are
guilty,
“WJOE P. LANE.

Dillen, 8.:C,

Victory Fund
Hit the Top

Editors, The: News:

As thejUnited States Treasury
campalgn:ito . ralse nine  billlon
dotlars 1" December through the
volunteor services of Victory Fund
Commitiees . draws to a suceessful
close we thank you for the part your
have had ll;l making this campaign

be possible for
fo feulcate fto the prople a i

Vi llound

With the Cnunlry Clubb Set
tinel e
‘Vlnrf\hall Ncww Record)

Mr. Clubb of Enasley.
h m(wlng 10 this cDmmllnﬂ

itin’

Meo

tM(LDH fte:

Mariboro Count‘l Herald)
High scors prize fell |

w. C. :

tn, Mrs.

of
through
motion.
The Victory Fund Campalgn
haw, of course, just begun—se
Jong ns we have a war to fight
and to finance $t must con-
1t In apparent to nlf of
) In succesding drives
the noed for bringlng alt guns
"o hear will be Incressingly
Acute.
Jhe senmxn Greotings,
JOHN PAUL LUCAB JR,
Director of Information,
Carolina_Victory . Pund . Com=
mittees.

our
riows covernge and pro-

Chnrlotm‘

il ﬂltsmw: between ubmnxm o ram iz,
overtime: berallsnt)’ because overtlime: pAy: does

counter to even the canamuve principe
angei

universal: war: service sact .15 ; hot Hhar-usm, 16187 nlmhy-plrnbylsm.
Wla have: to:draw'a:line bnween ‘what ls liberal:and:what h mercly

» llnll of : political - alushiness” which' pu'm tor.
' llbmllm bn( 1t-is really in . fake, . To ‘allow:dne: privateicar: to
Ply  the -roads of _the -East nnuzcz&nrﬂy ‘while : even'one “home
Ia_ withont. heat 15 ot - liberalism s polltical - goo,  spreat en
with: a - trowel, and it Iacks both bonu and -substance, - To  des’
Jay on unlversal service :is another clear case of sadministrati

The  unfversal war ‘sérvice act is goming. (as 1t came to' England
two and one-half years ago) but it Is coming in precisely the wrong
way; it is belnz “put ovcs on labor and the Administration by con-

. servatives, in .Congress and out; its midwives are men and agencies
that have never been consplcuously friendly to labor, and sometimes
raucously the reverse, ,

Mr. McNutt, the Man Puw:r Commissloner, speaka In faver

uch an act, but .few others In the Administration do, Laber
nuu 1s nghung a kind of rear-guard action -nlnu thix pro-
posal to assign non-essential workers to esseniial tasks, by Gov-
ernment order, but on what ideologleal ground it is hard to see,

Labor has decided that the war is worth giving up strikes for,

that It iz worth giving up is sons and husbands for, that it~

Is worlh paying taxes for, but has yet to declare that it Is

worth giving up ihe right' ta work at s useless Joh for.

That millions of Americans are working ai non-essentlal jobs fs
Incontrovertible, (The moment the war news gets a bit better, they
cling to these jobs all the more flercely, X am told by personnel ex-
pem mey fear the Insecurity of war work; the paradoxical result

earer the war approaches its peak, the harder it bes
comes “to shift these men and women over.)

e wish to protect these jobs is certainly not based on a clear
and just estimation of war needs: it {s a kind of hankering: a kind
of reluctance to budge; it is not liberalism, which can be ftrm and
hard; 1t I3 that other, soft thing I have mentloned. It i3 lke tha
pacifism that was stil visible fn portions of the French iabor move~
ment in 1938; something remembered from the past. once valid, and
L] clinglng on after ils day Is over,

100 late for labor, cven with all its just fears of those who
h'\w 1!. to hcha\e rutomatically and Instinctively.

ust behave conmsciously and knowlngly. For the soft,
llu((l»h "!Llu of mind” now displayed on the universal service
fssue, labor can substilule the hardness and firmness of real
liberallam, which would accept compulsory job directives, then
insist on fair, temperale aceministration (lcl\lllly. in Eogland,
"advice” to workers has been enough, ence was on the
hooks) and then insist, too, that a labor mln held the program,

, Just as we matier-of-factly agreed ‘that a business man should
head the business side of the war programa

ere is noLhing in thg book that says liberallsm ought noL LY
know wlml time it s
When you ntr!kc at the right l!me. with the right proposal, all
sorts of doors open. A labor-backed universal service law could be
made the oceasion’ for endlng job dlscrimination against minority
groups; it would become a powerful lever agalnst dilatory practices
by industry, wherever these can be found; it could push the whols
war forward, toughly and flrnly, whereas that soft, sluggish some-
thing 1 have described. icads merely to melancholy rear-guard batties
with nothing done and nothing gained.
5 one way vou can tell liberalism from namby-pambyism
Namby-pambyism opens no doors at all, and finally robs Ita victims
of the power to make declsions, n time or oul of ume

An Old Habit

R.’s Defict
“J 3 (]
B. IR."s Bbeliicit
WASHINGTON
FEPHE 78th Congress, chosen fn the clectlons nf last November, will
meet for its (lrst session on January 6. few days later It
will recelve the President's budget for the Hscnl year 1944, which
is expected to call for 5 during that July
1, llc‘(L and ending J\lm‘ 30, 1944-—of about SIDO billlon.

e 1944 budget =il be the tenth submitied during the Roose.
velt A\dmlnls(mllnn‘ Alt previoun Roosevelt budgeis have wnder-
estimated expenditures,  Government receipis, on the other hand,
have usually been overestimated. Only one Roosevelt budgel estl-
mated a Treasury surplun ifor (he fiscal year 19381, When the
Treasury's books were balanced at the end of the year, the esti-
mated surplus  of $1.383,000,000 {urned oul to be a deficit of
$1,384,100,000,

Fstimates of ecxpenditures In prevlous  Roosevelt budgets have
been thrown out of llne by 8 variety - of unanticipated developments,
such Bs the passage of bonus l(‘Rlﬂnl\on by Cangress. the
supplemental Approprlations for relief, and durmg recent years by the
call for additionrl lppmpﬂmlm“ for defens:

riginal budget estimates for (he Lirst. Iull fiscal year of the
Roosevell  Administration (1933-34)  were submitted by Preatdent
ticover. A comparison of the estlmates in budgets submitted by
Presldent Roosevelt with actunl cxpenditures, recelpts and deficita
during the yerrs covered by those budgets is glven below.

Flseal Year Estimates Actual Discrepancies

1934-35 iTn Miilens of Dollary) . .

Flscal Year Estimates x Actualx Discrepancies

Expendltures® A BR02 LI T L]
Recelpia 3,800 115 4%)

Net Deliclt

1935-38
Expenditures®
Recelpts

Nel Beflcit

1936-37

Expenditures®
Recelpts

1,988 3,002 1,816 317%)

T8¢
2802

3892

LR 591
4118 124

{ &%)
[ 13)

4,381 463 (12%)

{30%)
(&

6,171
5634

A.001 1828 -
5304 60

Net ‘Deticit 19 2707 188 (L22%%)
1937-38
Expenditures®

Recelpts

7.626
6,242

1320
REtia]

1270
1.852

(Swry 1384
1938-30"

Fapendliures® 8,707

Receipis 5,163

Net™ Deficil 3512
1939-40
Dxpenditures®

Reeelpts

8908
5387
Net  Deflelt 3611
1110-41
Expenditures®
Reeelpla

12,710
7.607
Net Deflelt 5103
104142
Expendltures®
Recelpts

22,087
12,789
Net Detickl 19,508
1n42-43
FExpenditures*
Reeelpts

58,928
16,847

Net Deficlt 42,441
x Excluding  soclal securlly
*+ Excluding debt retirement,
The flgures shown above

(et

are those given in the budget submitted by the
1,

1042—one month after Pearl Harbor.

2,022

1,838
4

2502

25
4286
1,350
2921

101t
4524

10387

{Ends Juno 30, 1043)

payments and recolpla,

(27%}
(13%)

273%)

{ %)

{ 817
o)

(135%)

far he present flscal yoar “(1942:4%)
President on Jan:
Ravised budgel totals issued

i1 ‘October of this year boosted the 868,020 million estimate . of : ex=

penditures I the January budpel to 880,044 milllon,

Tho . Increass

yins due entirely to n wrogfessive sioppln wp of the whr program.

Tolnl expenditures 10 Dec.
aver, were only $31,700,300,007
(e October spending estlmate ‘of $80 hilllon
be reached by June 30,
can be spent during . the -fical- year . 1044,
mitted by the President. in:’ JANURYY..may
during thelnit. ten years i which . the
will turn ol to”hava bepn an’ overcitimaie,
port.

g
lmrernrv beihe

16, when the flscal year- was  almost
There 15 conslderabls .doubt - whethpr
for thia :[iscal - year -w!
1943, and _greater { douhl. that - 8100 : billion

bl
fi

sub

tinate i eapetiditires:
mlwrln mm- b it

fitst



