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Troop Train
Runs Into

Rear Cars

Of Local

Little Damage to
Military Train

ALMONTE, Ont.—(AP)—
Thirty-three holiday passeng-
ers were kllled and 119 injur-
ed,. man; ically,.when the
locoristive of a*Canadian Pa-
cific trooptrainplowed
through the three rear wood-
en cars of a local train stand-
ing in the station here last
night, officials of the railway
said today.

Must Decide
About Taking
Stand Soon

Might Have To Give Up All
_Tripolitania Without Fighting

LQ\‘DON —(AP)— Marshal Erwin Rommel's retreat-
Ing African Corps was rapidiy approaching Misurata today
and there it must decide either to make a stand or give u
all Mussolini's ’I‘npohtanm and join  the Axis forces in
Tunisia where pelting rains kept Allied and Axis armies at
2 standstill. .

General Sir Bernard L. Montgomery reporied in a Cairo
communique that his British Eighth Army had engaged
Rommel's rearguard in the region of Wadi Bei El Chebir,
10 miles west of Sirte and only about fifteen miles east of
Buerat El Hsun. The Libyan shore bends northward there
toward Misurata and forms a huge hump in the coastline.

MOSCOW ——(AP)——- Russian troops advancmg
ward in the mlddle Don sector were reported ¢ 45

and thus a second Russmn trap threatened

in the Stalingra i
hould these twu huge forces’join vhere

lower Don—and the mid-day Soviet communigue

they were moving forward-—the -strong Germis

Kotelnikovski in the upper Caucasug s]so would

perdl
The capture of Birlukov by the

Fianking and hils In Virtually all the cead and In-
he Immediate stretch ahead gavelaxis forces n Tunlsta by quickly |lured were in the three coaches
Marshal Rommel his most advant abandoning his Libyan which were taking abosrd men, |

sgeous positlon to stop and fight
ince his defeated Army pulled
1p stakes at El Aghella, 220 miles
‘ast of Buerat E1 Hsun.

Rommel abandons the Mis-
wata positions, he has no place’ to
top short of Trlpolt nnd tven
here he perhaps can make no
rolonged stand.

WOULD BE AT HEELS
Although he might save men
and mnterial and strengthen the

positions,
mititary commentators pofnted out
that the Eighth Army and fHts
powerful ‘alr force would be at hls
heels_and ready to foin the Brit-
ish First Army tn a two-day drive
spon Tunis end Bizerte.

The EHallan High wnmand
sdmitied teday that Mrecon.
naissance” activity was grow-
Ing more Intense In the “Birtg

See SHT ROMMEL on page £

women and children at  Almonte
on the run from Pembroke,>Oat.,
to Ottawa,

The troop train was only alight-
Iy damaged. It was moving from
the_ Petawawa military camp.

Throughout the night, in _the
filckering light of n bonfire. built
from the wreckage of the smashed
cars, rescue workers toiled to re-
lerso trapped passengers and oo
move the dead.

Seattered n the deep snow were

Japanese

Drop

Supplies By Chute

Desperate Effort to Help Guadal-
-anal Forces Blasted By Americans

WASHINGTON. — (APY— The Navy announced today
that the Japancse had. dropped supplies hy parachute to

their hard-pressed forces on

Guadalcanal Island, but the

parachutes and their cargo were discovered on the greund

:md bambed and strafed

Air Blows
Traded

Japanese Come Off
Second Best in Attacks |7

CHUNGKING. - i™ — Unlted
States and Japanese bombers traded
blows over the Christms week-
end and the Japanese wound up
In second place, losing clght of
2t bambers In salds on Yunnan
Province yesterday, Chinese Alr
Defenxe Headquarters al Kunming
annoineed.

A flight of American bombers
minncd by volunleers dropped de-
Mructlve  cargoes of  bhombs  on
Japanese barracks and warehouses
Al Teng-Yueh tn Western Yunoan

by

] canned and deied frults and vege- m "would be Decessary mext ¥ Although's the departure of De the Moscow-Rostov raliroad and
Province Christmas Eve and every| °F t:lle ll=rl that the crulse was | can't fight an aH-out naval [iaples will be needed for military bm “lhere is nonshorlng:‘nt fﬂ: Gaulle ;; for :Washington has notinorth of Likhaya-Stalingrad
ilor Totumed fo. a holidny eve| (ROWT In watcrs which have engagement, minus the enemy. | purposes. said: present time.” yei . been'ischeduled, reliable in-lline 13 now tn Russlan hands
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Yesterday's a by 2t Jap.i  Submaring fitrect inta Torpedo Pacitle ke ship T am on Is & |aple for each person in 1943 as|authorities had “promoted a - buy-|cricaniiibssrities already had been rallroad statlons llke ‘Tatsinskaya,
ancse bombera was part of a new| Junction,  Uncle  Sam'n  task majestle ghost, Mer decka are fcampared with nn average of sbout|Ing wave and encouraged hoard- |sel:andHAt: the Fighting French it was reported. A large sum of
cemy  nerial - offensive  opened| forees. felnted, jabbed and chal- flled with planes. and (ho |45 pounds o year from 1037 te]ing.” leader might " leave England soon.|German and Soviet: currency was
Chelsimas. Dy, whon more than|  lenged but the .\Ir)\anl Navy men " manning her are filled | igqps Price  Administralor Leon Hen- positlon of De Gaulle in the[seized (0 a bank at Voloshilno,
B0 Jnpanese planes swept over thel Dbroterred fo remaln in the with  fighting  aplrit  rageriy 5 5 3 ¥~ v g
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fice T, S.-JAP o page 8 ey, Anpanese sk force. nA.lm, “we will he nnnr‘lvl(rd See RATION ACT on page 8 Ses DE GAULLE on page 8 See NAZIS FACING on page 8
pre that we

nlanes.
232;

United States Army
Navy communique No.
“South Paciftc
(ALl dates are East longitudeY.

"1, Additional reports have been
recelved of the attack by dive
bombers from Guadaleanal Island
on a smell group of enemy ships
outh of Vandunu Istand' in the
New Georgia group of the Sola-

(previously | annownced

Navy Departoient communique No

infoff by

he recent hotlday
festivities, mm bundles in the
brijliant caler of Christmas wrap-
pings. @
¢ SOLDIERS DIE

Although civilians made up the
bulk of the casusiies,y at least
six soldiers were mmong ' the drad.
Among the bodies [dentlfied was
that of Licutenant Douglas Mark-
ham of Vancouver,

T was believed that they
were passengers on the Pem-
broke-Ottawa train, which was
standing in (he Almonte sta-
tion when the (roop fraln
erashed into i1,

Tt was the worst fraln wreek 1
Canada sinec 1910, wheo 43 per-
sons  were me in
ment of a train at Spanlsh River
Sridse. Webbwaod, One
AT GRADE CROSSING

The collisjon occurred at a grade
crosslng, beslde the lnsection of
Mills and Bridge Streets, the lat-
ter Almonte’s main thoroughfare,
So great was tha impact of the
two trains that two slzable, trecs
by the rlght-of-way wers shearcd
¢ the telescoplng coaches.
cepl for the three cars lele-

See DROP SUPPLIES on page B

See 31 KILLED on page K

Unable To
Fleet Into

By ¥, NORMAN LODGE

WITH THE SOUTH
FIC, Dec. 24— (Dolayed)—im—
A 1000-mlle search of Pacltle
waters offering exeallent come-
an bait for the Japanese fatled
to shake the Nippanese Navy
from its hiding place tn spite

Get Jap
Battle

The search for m Christmas
present for the American peopls
war unfrulttul,

The only Christmas  gift
which would make" the South
Pacitic Floet happy would be a
sock full of Jap shipn. They

DISGUSTED PRISONER == The :scowlin;

g gent “at
taken prisoner who unwillingly poses for Lieutenant Robert Longini, American Signal
Corps photozraphcr who was recdrdmg dlfferent réactions of pnsonera to being cap-

left s a Germanofficer ~

‘miles northeast of Tyl
| the Germana first:

Red forces southwest of Stantingrad
and the selzure of Solonetzky niorth-|
east’of Biriukov by the:ammies: el
the . middle “Don” brought the’ two
massives forces near » junct(on‘

Birtukov, : in the theast -
fier of the Dod mbw is:sbout |22

All Cannéd Foods |
To Be Rationed

Will Be Started in February;
Warning Against Hoarding Given

WASHINGTON. — (AP) — You will nced a ration
hook ‘with your can apener beginning in February.

In an extraordinary broadeast to the American people
Food Administrator Claude R. Wickard outlined plans last
night to ration all canned, dried, and frozen fruits and
vegetables, and their juices, including soups, as soon as the

ey cun b Sl Uy .
Ration Act
Condemned

plained it, is to tnsure an cquitable
distribution  en  the heme front

Announcement Far in
Advance Deplored

ox-

while supplying the armed forces
and our fighting Alles, who to-
gether will need about 25 per cent
of il the food that we produce
next year.

In n warning egalnst hoarding.
the Office of Price Adminlstration
emphaslzed that consumers  moust
st stocks on hand when register-
Ing for war ration book two, the
“point” rationing book which will

br used for canned goods, and By ASSOCIATED PRESS
later for meats and other com-| A Apokesman for the Natlonal
. | modities. Association -of Tietall Grocers and

Stamps will be deducted ta €over|ine chairman of the House Agrl-

‘r';:‘m:“‘;‘z;;k"": ‘L‘:‘:“‘?d before thelcuiture Committce, Representative
Y o Fulmer, Democrat, South CaYolina,
HEAVY PENALTIES jotned ‘todny in condemnation of
“Heavy penalties”  sald  OPA,|the  Food = Admintsiration's . an-
“are provided for any applicant|MOUBCERICNt, more than a month In

who makes n falze dectaration of | Fyaneg of its pians "20’;'&“’:;3“‘;{;
the amount of goods he bar on|procesied foods. P
ha . “we deplore Government offi-
"ireeh fla ot vegelables. and|clals’ giving the unscrupulous por-

half of next year's production of

hicago. She sald rations

De Gaulle .
Visit Looms
Probably Will Visit

Washington ‘Soon

LONDON-— (@7 —Gen. Charles De
Gaulls probably will visit Wash-
Ington soon to lay the blueprint
of a new French Government be-
fore President Roosevelt then pro-
ceed to North Afrlca to see Gen.
Henri Giraud, successor to Admiral

TSNS

northeast of

bv‘and 1t Wes' the ‘capture ol this|
vlll&ge which . put-at:least ‘the ‘ad-
vance forces of -the.two armics 45
miles apart.

RELENTLESS ATTACK o
The Russlan armies, . sngaged ; in
four Winter offensives, - were : pur-
suing every * advantege . night : and
dny ' while Russian :dispatches: pics
tured tho Germans as wasting hun-
dreds of Hves in fruitless : counter
attacks &t some polnts.and: mbans
dontng great stores of equipment|
in their haste to retreat at others,
Witk a bliter, chilling . east
wind behind them the Russians
continued to drive on southwest
of where carlier:to-

Jean Darlan, d quar-
ters said Lodny.

Forcign Sccretary Anthony Eden
received General De Gaulle today
for an interview,

¥he creation of a new French

Government, centered probably at
Alglers, based on the repudiation
of the armlstice witi Germany and
s dlssolution of the French
Ry e, was sald to be among the
alms of the Fighting French lead-
er

ANXIOUS FOR UNITY

De Gaulle Is described as “very
aiixious” to unite all diverse French
elements and bring abont a gen-
eral mobilization of the fighting
forces of North Africa sand other
parts of the French Emplre,

Hia plan colncides . with lhn
report  that  Albert  Lebru
president of the: Republic unm
the armistice,:has . cscaped
Switserland;ia” Feport that hu
begn .- denied i Vichy, how-
ever . R

1t & undersiend that a number

these preserved at home, wil Bolltion of the publie a month to do|0f memberstidtiithe Chamber ot
o nffected. thelr hnurdl‘l‘m, said r‘ Rose | Deputies:also Are’ residing In North
Wickard, declaring that nearly \mm cffer, the grocers sccrer|Afric,: where Uwy might be re-

cailed Lo ‘service,

day they had been reported only
twenty miles north of Kotel-
nlkovoski, Some 309,009 germans
wero reported trapped In the
Vaolga-Don River area by ‘thls
drive’ and another northwest
of the Stalingrad.

8ix hundred Germnna were slain
as the Russlans fought through the
night here, repelllng a bilter Ger-
man counterattack, the mid-day
communique said.

In the middle Don offensive,
where the Russlans are pressing
into the Ukraine and plunxlng
down toward Rostdy, a Germ:
stronghold was reported taken lnd
600 Germans killed In only two
sectors. Large quantitles of equip-
ment and feod stores were also
selzed in this ares, the com-
munlque reported.

Another vitat utcry of tha fast
dwindllng German communications
system in southwestern Russia has
been cut’ by the Russlan occupa-
tlon of Tatsinskaya, 50 miles enst

of Llkhaya on, the rallway lne
leading from the Moscow-Rostoy
Hne to Stallngrad,

ANGLE HELD
Almost all of the angle east of

Washington Wonders

By JORN HIGHTOWER
WASHINGTON - (a7 - One af
he', questions Intriguing Washing-
lon ‘Authoritles taday ta this:

What has happened 1o the Jap-
anese it force?

For:more than n menth it han
been “conspletiousty “tmpotenl in the
communiques . from .. Paclfle  war
thentors, bolh i numbers and. i
fighting :: abliit;

HAVE x‘owm-z LEFT 0

o afiise i Hiave i utfereid
Heavily An:the : number £of : planes
destroyed « since : taaf - Jube S but -t
1 obVIGAS - that’ they have ©a’ ean
iiderable’: force 1ot Authorities

nhere beliove that (he “explanatios
of thels current inabtlty 1o fight
eifectively in the alr probaly in-

ves other nnd  mote  complex
than simple altrition.
One of these may be that
the Japs have heon farced to
concentrate planes and sup-
porting_groupd unlts in the
South China and Burma areas
botl for defonse againat the
‘Brithsh thrust into Burma from
India and for thelr own drive
In.China's Yunnan Frevince.
3t “inis s explanation ls true,
can ‘only mean, accordifig to quali-
fied’ . but - unquotable  authorltics

\

Inrln B

atta
i

What Has
Happened | To Japanese Air Force

here, that the Japanese alr force
15 jnsufflcienl 10 protect all the
vilal spols where ihey must expect
attack in the months ahead

‘The record of recent enemy alr
nctivity In the South. Paclfle ln
highlighled. by these facts:

Since the great son-alr batltle of|.

mid-November, 2ps  have
bombed the American airfleld .on
Guadnlcanal only about four times

d then only with lons planes.
Previously there had been  dafly
ralds In force and frequent night

AL ‘Munda,
Bee JAP FORCE on page 8

on’ New  Georgia

meet production goals and that
mititary and lend-dease nceds
stay in Hno with present esti-
mates—it looks. an it we will
have o clvllan  feod supply
aboul as big an we had in the
lust halt of the 1930°s. Here
are the prompecta for some of

our foo {Editor's Nate: The arrival
. t American troops in Dakar
"Dalry products—80 ta 95 per| © Ll

cent ax much per capita for our| ¥R disclused last week by Jo-

seph Morlon of the Ansociated
Press, the only Amerlean war
carrespondent on hand to re-
port the athring news In s
dispateh direct frem 1hat
French West African porl. “In
the following dinpateh Maorton

eivilian population in 143 as was

consumed fn the 1935-30 period

“Meats--100 to 108 per cent of

lhr 1935-30 Dt'rln(l
01

“Egga—00 i per cent
“Potatoes--85 to 100 per cenl.

. 12 glves miore detalis of the sit-
per o, CHT Bl o M0 e sanerloans found a
'pmm vegetablea—90 ta 95 yery  Dakard
ceny By JOSEPH MORTON
'Corrnlsw[\hundmu sumplivs. wol puaR’ Dee. 26— iDelayod-

can have all that we want lo rat.”

tIThe mysterious ad atrategic

See' WILL RATION on page 8

port of Dakar, closed for many

Arrival Of U.S. Troops Brings
NewLife ToBadly-CrowdedDakar

months to the Allles and Axls
alike, 14 beginnlng ta awaken from
nlong siege of war-fmposed siecp.
ng slckness,

With  the
troops, an Aalr

Irrlval of Amcrlcnn

teeming . with soldters
and rallora. He la tired of  pillbox
construction, . blcyclea, pony . cAria,
charcoal-burning - automobilisa)
choked -apartments and: hotels, st |

r-ratk eouns

metropolls

smpending  blg dolnxa has punn-
trated the clty. ‘The 40,000 . white
residente. most . of - them youmml
and lively, are facing .the roapect
of once agaln having  something
important to do. and :somewherd
to go.
The man . Inthe street -antel~
ates that the'awing ot  French
Weat Africa’ta the Allien will mark
& big. change in:the:badly-crowded

ter-propaganda, . nrid ; counter-coun<

tef-propaganda. i
Now ; that - Weat  Africa ls u\l on

one horse, he would: like to_get oft

with' the ‘war.: He wanls ki

the’ complexity  caused & when :

old  fifth : columb’ S P

beeame . legal nwernum

laborationists uh-nm




