and Genersl

;THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

‘And Evemng Chronicls
Fublistied Every Aftermoon Except Sundsy By
News

- W. Q. Dowd Jr. Pmsmcnt

° W c. Dowd, 1865-1927 @
dnny edition of The cnmuuq News was csmbushca in 1888. The g‘venml
The

Publishing Company, Inc.
J, E. Dowd, Vice-Prealdent
and Editor

Charlotte News Mey 8, mu.

The
. the local news published herein.

The ‘News' desires to be notifted pmmpuy of errors in any of its rcpoju that
. proper ‘corfection may be made st once.
: MEMBER ASSOCIATED PRESS AND AP FEATURES N

Assoclated Press Is exclusively entitied to the use for publication of all
news dispatches credited to it or not otherwise credited o this paper, and also

Betered as scondeclass matier at @i Porg Offics st Charlotte, K. ©. ender the act sf March 3, 1479

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

By carrier; 20 cents a week: one month, 87 cents, By mall:
cents; thres months, $260; six months, $520; oHe yoar, $10.40.

Ons month

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1942

First Loss

Lieut. Monroe Wicker Paid
Part of Price for Africa

On the eighth of November, cleven
months after war began, America was
hrowing her might against Hitler for
he first time. Along a thousand miles
f the rugged Afrlcan coast, her men
vére fanning out into s huge new theater
f war. Troops stormed Casablanca,
where they lacked a protective sereen
rom French fire on the heights. They
inched off Oran, where Vichy's men
still fired their batteries despite heavy
sombardment. They swept around Al-
zlers in a flood.

1 sald the were

standards of RFC, is 50 far out in frant
that he makes Jesse look like a relic
from the Hoover days. And if we ever
needed the enthusiasm which has been
a halimark of the New Deal, we need
it now in the gathering of war materials,
This is really one case In which cost Is
not the paramount factor.

Sewarn Song

Leon Henderson Knew It Was

Coming, and He Laughed

We're unwilling to allow Loud Leon,
the haughtlest of the Hendersons, to
pass from the national scene with no
more than a notation that he was a

Ught. Resistance was being overcome
sverywhere. There was n lttle session
with some Btukas as the troops em-
barked, bui that was brlef. Our forces
were moving according to schedule. But
the folks back home expected to pay
. price for that breath-taking thrust.
And a part of the price In lives on Nov.
8 was paid by Licutenant Monroe
Wicker, Charlotte’s first to fall in the
African campaign.

Bomewhere along the lines where bat-
tle. flames flickered briefly, young Mon-
roe Wicker died. Perbaps in the hall
of fire on the beaches, because his was
an amphiblan oultfit assigned to the
first flerce contact of invasion. Wher-
ever and however he dled, his sacrifice
was the highest, and his home town
feeis the loss keenly.

Lieutenant Wicker gnduatcd from
Central High School, went on ta David-
son College, where he became a Phi
Beta Kapps student and a member of
Omicron Delta Kappa—the highest hon-
ors that can come to a college man,
On his way to becomlng an ordeined
minister, he Unlon T 1

us man who made a frontal
attack on America's most irritating do-
mestic problems. This was also a vivid,
colorful men, and a man of fine humor.
He was not just a plump little waddler
with a cigar who rejoiced In restricting
his countrymen and prodding Congress.
Because Mr. Henderson speaks:more
cloquently for himself thanianything
we could say for him, we éffer as an
exhibit his last known speech in office,
In New York, before the War Congress
of American Industry, he sald, in part:

“This 15 » report to the slockholdcrs
and the Board of Directors of Ol
Other People Associated—{rom onc of
the straw bosses, more emphasis on straw
than

Last year when T made the report ta
this Congress, it was four days before
Pear] Harbor. The House of Represcti-
tatives had Just passed a very unsatisince
tory price control bili, I am able to re-
port to the board that Congress has
since made an honest woman out of
OPA and we have demonstrated that a
lite of virtue is possible and it 15 not
necessarlly without excitement or with-
out passlon. .

We have br‘cn very, very successful in
In Wash-

Beminary, where he won a fellowship to
a seminary In Edinburgh. He would prob-
pbly have used that fellowship, when
peace came.

His was one of the first reserve classes
called, and he left a small church con-
pregation behind to become a soldler. As
an officer of infantry, he did not apply
for a transfer {o the chaplain's corps
because he felt that he could be of
greater service to his men. In the end,
he performed the greatest service of
all. Lieutenant Wicker 1s one Charlotte
will not forget.

Milo And Jesse
They Battle Mightily for
Control of Raw Materials

When the Jap fell upon the Indics
parly in the year he sprang, like some
tnexpected bank-examiner, upon Jesse
Yones. And he found Jesse remiss, short
in his accounts of tin and rubber. The
Rubber & Metal Reserve head had been
too slow on the draw for this kind of
shooting war. The times passed bim in
a rush, and in the end control of Amer-
foan stock piles of stategic raw malerials
was taken away from him and given
to another boy from Houston.

Milo Perkins was just a young squirt
By comparison, bt he was full of bound-
less New Deal energy, and as the power
behind the Board of Economic War-
fare, he became a real force in Wash-
fngtan. Where Jesse had pondered and
‘dickered cauttously in keeptng with his
training as a financier, Milo shot the
Works with his experts, didn't hother to
attend conferences himself. and his pro-
Eram of rubber-buving in South Ar
‘produced results. As a buyer, he
‘worth two of J. Janes.

But - the statd Mr. Jones had
too much of fower sy m
Hhie nation to surrendc

aeen

attempt to pass over the’ fead of
velt. And
1t out in

fidirectly upon every American, and
gctaliy upon the fighting forces Perk-
Hagilet motbing stand in the way

i;;m, we hope MF. Joren docsnt
“Hed had:his . inning and
oungxm: Perkins, whether
que nicets the ‘old-style;

. by

ington we pave five ihousand af the
finest burcaucrats this country has ever
called to an ecconomic administration,
and in our fleld offices, in our regional
districts, we have cleven thousand more,
‘These retail outlets In every county, some
5600 of them, have 18.000 employees, and
everyonr omhow volunteer bonrd mem-
bers today i3 worklng harder than the
m-lJorit) of us, mcludmﬁ me.”

80, you see, Leon knew what was com-
Ing, and he could iaugh about it. Therel
be no occaslon for more laughter, how-
ever, if ft turns out that he was thrust
astde by pressure groups démanding
higher prices, now that scarcitles have
made them posstble. That danger Is a
responsibility of Leon Henderson’s suc-
cessor.

Prise Exlilbi¢ion
Couldn’t Have Been Worse
If They'd Plunned It So

A greenhorn broadcasting a  world
championshlp prize fight could have
done no worse than our masters in
Washington did in the gas-rationing sus-
pension, latest In a sertes of bureaucratie
eseapades. Beginnlng Thursday  night
in ample time to create the very buying-
panic which aggravated the scareity, the
curtallment was to become effective

. ng, it was not to become effective.’. .
anyhow, it was to effétt A cards only
... . excuse 1t, please, It was to affect
A, B and C cards . . . but everybody
eouid et one coupon's worth of gas . .,
no, hie could get one coupon’s worth only
inan emerggency . ., correction: he could-
( one coupon’s worth from this filling
=tution and another coupon's worth from
the next . . . corrected correction: he
could et one coupon’s worth only if
b had less than three gallons in hls
tank, O

By this tme motorlsts and Hll!ng
tatlon operators in the seventeen East-
e ostates felt like throwing in the
‘prm;:v — soaked In razzberry Julce.
Long lines of cars had formed at every
pump, The Government had succeeded
in, as 1t had at the start of sugar-
atluning, coffee-rationing and common-

¢ rationing, in worsening the con-
diton it set out herolcally to correct.

There will be, we daresay, no matter
it the b manage to find thelr way
aut of the Washington woods in the next
@ nood deal of unnecessary in-
convenlence caused to the peopie of
the Easterh states, not to mention the
curtatlment of essential servie The
forehnded viill vide around on the gaso-
Hne that was meant o tide ovér the
idisprnsable ut never mind.
The ftasen witl redound 1o the people's

nsers

net gain, in the end, If ‘they have the
wit o ohserve. and to make r mental
note, that any set of bureaucrats, no

matter how numerous or well pald, is
unequal to the task of running a who)r—
country from Washington;

P

. CANID40
BRIYAIN HAD ONLY
100 TANKS == AND
-POOR ONES AT THAT

AFl’ER PEC T, 1041
THE JAPS MIGHT HAVE
KNOCKED OUT THE LS.
FORCES. IN THE PACIFIC,  |.
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The Time s Now

fLabor Can Prove [iself

By Raymond Clapper .

WASHINGTON

JLABOR people cant laugh off the warnings tiiat

are coming from frlendly sources now. I union

leaders have the contro] that they sre supposed to

have, this is & good time for them to demonstrate it.
Blg-shot labor leadera lock a lttle silly down
here In Washington demanding that labar be
given & Iarger share of responslbility In directing
war production while (heir own local unfons back
In the plants arc pulling strikes. The high talk
of natlona! labor lcaders would go down better
It they were keeping order among thelr own

lncals.

CIC automobile workers tled up tank production
for & couple of hours at Ford's this week on the very
day that Philip Murray, president of CIO, had his
views presented to a Senate committee on the sib-
Ject of how the Army, Navy and big Industry were
hampering the wnr effort. Willtlam Green, president
of the AFL, also cantributed his views on the subject
to the Senato committee, and at the same time his
AFL machinists In the West Const alrplane plants
were voting to be released from their no-strike pledge
50 they could vele n walkout to bnck up thelr wage
tnerease demands.

Mr. Murray and Mr. Green, and Walter Reu-
ther of the CIO antemnblle workers, rould well
take some (Ime off right now from telling Wash-
Ington how to rum the war, and go out In the
plants wod tell their own union members that it
also 15 Emportant to keep the war planta runnlng.

The CGavernment has glven labor a good deal of
co-operation in helplng 1t mainlatn union member-
ship. But the Gi is getting very
co-operation in return, about the same kind of co-
operation the farm bloc {s glving.

Labor lenders coultl afford to take serfousy the
warning thal came out of the War Labor Board this
week. Wayne L. Mofse, & public member of the bonrd,

Cidy Fall Todag:

friendly te labor, offcred a majority opinfon In an
automoblie workers' strike case that should set every
labor leader to thinking.

He sald labor shoull not be blind to the fact
(hat the patience of the pabllc has ts limits, The
WLB severely rebuked (he CIO automoble work-
ers’ local for repeated strikes at the Yellow Truck
& Coach plant at Pontiac, doing war work, Re-
peated work stoppages were llated by the WLB,
which added: *The publlc members deplore the
work stoppages which have occurred in this plant
and they feel that Umqe responaible for the stop-
pages are deserving of a severe reprimand and
censure by the boned andt disciplinary aclion by
the unfon.”

That s strong language, comlng from WLB,
This Adminisiration rarely uses such language even
on an emplover. It ought to startie every labor leader
Into wonderlng If the counter-revolution {5 about to
break., That lang@gge nlso Is A rather plain invita-
tion to Phllip Murrny. Walter Reuther and all the
other responslbile CIO Iabor leaders to clean house,
In fact the WLB cnlia on them o discipline thoss
responsibile for the stoppages.

The blg-shot iabor leaders have alwaya taken
the positlon that they had no eontrol over thelr
Toeal unfona n such matters, That alibh appar-
ently Is not to he acceptable armund here any
tonger.

Mr. Murray and Mr. Green and Mr, Renther and
other Inbor blg shots undertuke to interpret labor
te the Government—to tell the Government what
tabor will stand for and what & won't stand for,
Now maybe they could go back and tell Iabor, tell
thetr locals a few things. Let them take some time

out, and for n change, instead of speaking for
labor, let them speak to Iabor. It's up ta the big-
shot labor leaders to control the situatlon or bs

cxposed s belng cither unwilling or unsbie to con
tro} it “

The Christimas Calm Falls

By Diek Young

HRISTMAS QUIETUDE: A calm and peace has
¢ settled upon City Hall Bquare and this is o

definite harbinger of Christman. Every. year there

i3 n luil in municipal ranks fust

before Christmas. T guess in busl

% ; ness  organizations  (outside  the
stores where poor harassed clerks

Tare trying to satsty dissatistied
shoppers) things slack off on the
eve of Christmas. Around the Clty
Hall that 14 surely the case and
this year 15 no exeeption,

Munielpal workers are well
hecled for Christmas. On Tucs-
(hey rocelved thelr fall month's salary, in
lae with the usuat custom, which was on the polnt
of helng abandoned this year until the Counchl
took action and authorlzed the extra payment.
Those who work for the Clly wil enjoy a finc
Chrismas hollday, The cease work order becomes
etfective ai nonn Christmaa Eve and the workers
dn not have to come back untll Monday morn-
Ing. With Sunday, this gives them a holiday of
thrce and a half daya.

day

Bomething s misstng around Headquaflers Pirst
Statlon these days. The firemen aren't repairing old
toys for distributlon ameng the poor kids of the eity
and” the huatle snd bustle mssoctated with the fire
station nt {his season 1s not evident. The. public can't
forget the firemen’s toy program, for although it was
not attempted this seap beesuse of many ‘Feasons
fmainly beeause of the war restrictions), one man
telephoned the station this week and said he hed

boukhl sixteen dolls at n department store and u!kcd‘

a flreman to come anq get them.

The dolls were sacured and will be turned over to
the Salvation Army and even though. the firemen are
not officlally connected with the Christmas cheer

. ’
. . v

© bet the Counclimen wili he glad of {1,

program, sixteen young ladies will be' made happy- by
these dol . Sudden thought: Oneofth most

beautitul Christiuas trees T Uik T ever Skwiwas tho.,
“I-foot. glant the firemen hauled in’from’the country
several yenra ngo and erecled in thgicenier of tha
City Hall lnin. "It must have had’ 300 vatled colored
Iights an It and a huge star gleaméd fiGim the very
top. That was one year 1 renlly diédnisd of a white
Chrlstmas, for i snow had fallen’fid “deéorated that
tree i would have been n sight WEVEF:67he forgatten.

That was » awell gestureion:the part of the
clty emplo¥ees, suggested by Cltyifreamwer L. L,
Ledbeiter, in remembering ; {ligf Wiocintes who
are now In (he armed scrvican, ‘A" dime from
varlaus workers made up a fifid o buy a carton
of clgarotles for each of the d7iwha have left
thele munlcipal work for mililary service. .And
Mr. Tedbetter wrote = letier, too. Hpeelal sta-
tlonery, with Chilstmas belli and unlformed rep-
resentatives of the varfous’ branches of services
pletured on ane edge was used. Tom Watking,
City Hall reporter for The Observer was abw
Included, for he i3 now a naval fiéutenant and in at
the moment stationed at San Juan, Puerio Rico,

For soms reason (no one has ever been able to
explatn why) fire cruckers are shol at Christmas in
this part of the South, Therc's aluw apin it but the
practice conttnues nonrtheless. ‘Tlis year pollcemen
have started early and this week a colored youth for-
feited A 37 bond In Clty Police Court where he was
under Indictment for shooting flreccrackers in the
city Umits.

Next Wednesday Is the dy before Chrlatman Eve
hit the Councll will kold tta regular meeting just the
same. 191 het the dncket, which City Manager Finck
calla “the ticket” will not have much on It and Il
When Chitlate
to work? I wish T didn't

mas comes, who wants

have to,

T ANY time within the

Tefugees, Jewish snd ‘other, whom we could have reache:
the M-‘fogme United Natlons underestimate their.power to take:care:of :

wards of.the war?

put six: months, thcre were per xpn 100,000
Did:not

Was 1t really true that 30 nations:could st
ce?

e58 Wl
take cnre of some 3,000 unfortunstes aplece, and at once? ..
a_grotesque underestimation?. And can g00d. | gray men

‘who hlblbunuy \md:ruﬂmaw build the brave new world?

undereéstimate our OWn. pos
clsely the same wheedling
dccenb tank vo our names?
‘Underestimation haa.
willy overestimated om'
We overestimated

abillty to deal wlth him.
we  underegtimated Russia,

wE 1oy
wer. today, when we address Fra nr.o Pre~
accents of three years ago,: before we hud a

beeh part of our pailern,”’ We have: habit-"
dangers, but underestimated -our -powers.
ussolinl  for years, and underestimated : our

We overestimated the Importance -ef,

a{.ln and underestimated the role of the French people.

ems to me - that

we are still, to & certain degree, ndeérestic

B
mmng, that our feet are atill in the gius.

A country which ' produces only $100,000000 of machino - tdols &
year (as we did, three years agn) may find it advisable to bulter up
the King of Italy,:to refratn from mentioning him ln its propaganda,

to hope he will come over
past and the scorn of the

to our side, carrying his miserable, unheroic
Italian people with him.

But o conntry which produces $2,000,000,000 of machine lools &
year, as we are now dolng, eught to be able 1o speak with twenty

tlmes the volce of three
underesiimate our new

‘Ve donl do it. We resolutely ~
'y to seduce Mussolinl

years ago.
power,

any more (that would be = mue dl[llcnu, after he declared war on

us) but we keep our fa
other Important Fascist
Our “line.” therefore,
Jargement: it has,

in fact, hardly changed at all;

ces closed on the subject of almost every
in Italy, including the preposterous King,
has not enlarged with our military en=

we have thrown

one Fascist beyond the pale, but have not changed our somewhat
hat-in-handish approach ta other Fasclsts and their supporters. Isn't
there a chance that we are underestimating the appeal of republican

nstitutions to the Itallan
the best we have to offer?

people? Arent we 0o shy about Lrotting out

The thing that kept Hiler golng so many years was that he

never underestima

ted his position. When the British thought his
position was only good enaugh to entitle him

to 3 naval treaty, he

showed thad it was good enough to get him Austrla and Czecho-
slovakia. In a tlme of crists, which is a matching of tolal strength

against total strength,

underestimation makes us meet the full

blow with the half blow,

already outproduce the entire Axls in munitlons,

and by

thls time next year we shall outproduce the whole world. Will our

{une change with the magnification of our arms? How much
tinns do we need, before we begin to say to eurselves, for instance:

two Important factors tn

King, and_our sbility to hypnotize him.-but

munl-
“The
the Itallan situation are not the wretched
the democratic instincts

&f the Itallan people, and our ability to help them?" .
1 knaw It Is considered a great fault in a statesman to over-

estimate. Yes, it Is a f.
gray men who
In the world s stlil to
conferences,

But the function of tl

ault, The pillars of soclety are (he [ood,

never overestimate, and the quickest way

establish n, reputation for saying “Noi" at

he man who says No s rather lmited at &

time when history Is saying yes.

Side Glamees
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“You birds don’t realize how

fore you know it,

real soldiers instead of children!

dime flies—you'll be 18 be-
so pay attention and drill like

o

Visitin’ Around

Mz, Evans Turns Eatly Bled
(Forks of Sandy Mush Htem, Marshall News-Record)
The Good Nelghbor Club met Monday at the home of Mrs. C. H.

Reeves.  Mys. Evans,

Evans came early and had

Enstman Monday, Eb?
(Foster Creek stem,
Marshall News-Record
Misses Lols Hmlc ot
Edwards were Kkodnking

We Know What They
Talked Abeut

(Call Hem

North

with Calvin Combs.
We Know What They
T alked About

{Buffals Cove Ilrm.
Lenal N

urday night with

Did The Little Dog Laugh

Wilkeshora  Newn  Worldd Mr.
Aok Comhx spent Sunday night
8

Newn-T
Mizs I)mnnn Cnﬂf'v spent Sat- Mr,
Miss Ruby

the demonstration agent fold of the many ways
anybenns could be sed a5 n

substitute during the meat shortage. Mrs,
unch with Mrs. Reeves, -
Flash!
(ot Springs ilem,
Marshall  News-Record)
Dathel  Mr. Foster was In Marshall
Monday Wednesday.

Well, What Else Is Thern
To Fnjny in Jigh Peint?
(RFD Hte
Lexington Dispatchs

and Mrs, Stuttz of Midway
weir enjoying themselves In High
Polnt Sunday afternoon.

DId They Get to Ree Congreasman
Bulwlnkie?

(Gibbs Chapel ftem,

Marganton News-Herald)

and  Mrs. Cleves have ro-
Leo turned front Washington and ro-
port n pleasant tme.
To Sge Such Sport?

(Route 4 ltem, Btatesville Dafly)
Unch‘ Rich Guither bad the misfortunc to ket hurt by a cow lnat
0 COW limm‘knd ‘him down and ran over him, hurting him

Thi
And l)rmklnx nrt

Wh

ittling Joe

By OGDEN NARH

Here’s & fellow you'd Wke to and_Joseph really whels hin
. hittler .
A Gtimen namen Whittting WK w e whittes Hit-
Joc
Joe iy whitlling in A plant, Thal w ob that Jog anjove
Whittling  thlugs tho  Axls

Whlmlnz Mlh lis sharp ma-

Cnm uhlps
Whittllng  bombers,

shelly;: dn° b
or off : Benilto,

tanks,
Whalttling
. ranks—

Bhave a nlivi

9]
4

and submarines,
whittllng

Blice . :8lab - off . Hlrohito, |

WllHlIlnl( down e Axis hoya,

hs
He llkx‘n to whitlle wilh ‘dol
lnrs, tan i
rvmy paveay Jos bl f
or Whittling . Hitler wlul:ndl
fay nd,
Multipited by titiy “mittion, "
Whililing - don 0 some - eirk
ant

We overestimated Ritier's air force, and:




