'Miles From
El Agheila
- Some. Nazis May

. BeOut of Trap

* _ LONDON, —(AP)— While
Britain’s Eighth Army pur-
sued Marshal Romriel’s- re-
treating forces more than 100
miles west of El Agheila to-
day, dispatches ‘from-.Cairo
said it . was possible that
zome of the enemy forces pre-
viously reported trapped -on
the road to Trivoli had broken
« out’ of the British armor
blockmg their line of flight.
British yesterday reported

(lul Romg\els ‘columnz had been
cut fn \wp and Lhat one group, esti-

LONDON — (A~—A  Reaters
dispalch from Allied Headgquar-
ters In North Africa quoted a
hesdquarters spolesran ax
saylng today that “patrols have
made contact with the enemy
st sevoral pells and dosirsy-

mteelielén. hove: and

' mated unofficislly at 10,000 of his
seasoned campalgners and half his
tanks, was-pocketed between Wegll
Matratln and Marble Arch.
SUFFERS HEAVILY

This group alrendy had suffered
heavily trying to brmk out of lh!
encirclement but dispatches {ro
Cairo today indicated that the Hght
Sng has ceased In thal area, now
far behind the head of Rommel's

s retrent, with the possibility that
xome remnants may have slipped
through to try to regain the matn
Axts line,

‘The Axis’ pl!ghl in North Africa|a

was_understood by the flight of
Rommel tn western Livya, a whip-
lash American alr assanlt on Axis
bases {n Tunisla and thé probable
sInking of three more Axls supply
ships by British submarlnes policing
the enemy’s Mediterranean supply

An mensured by the road winding
around the Gulf of Sirte, General
Sir Bernard L. Montgomery's Army
probably had advanced nbout 125
miles from the former Nazi llne at!
T Aghefla. The Cairo communi-
que sald Britkh forces were {ight-
Ing enemy rearguards (hroughout
yesterday beyond Zauta En Nofllla

Kee BRITISH FORC

S on page 15

Pictures of U. § l.nmlmg
In Africa Rulhcr Old

LONDON — (in—Like all other
pictures, some photographs which
artived  recently  showlng seenes
and flgures of an Ameriéan Innding

in North Alsica had to go through uder whleh businiess must | oritions ey onued
millary censorshlp. operate, commenting that  while |xome  instances the  re mé«'mrm
But Lhey were released as all|“certaln mmmmmtm TeRUIAtions {ctts bemg MEher . s carrent
n'gh(L !Dr]pllb{llrnlm::), They werelare 8 nicesary " e present |coiling nrices, urren)
photographs. of paintings of Stephen|situntion s one ot bureaucracy « i
Deeatien navay rxpedition 1o T s tot« BUCTACY | In other cases, It satd, retail
L+ pol i 1604 Unless corrected, il gaald, "this  Bee OPA BLAMED on page 10

CH.ARLO’I'I'E, NORTH CABOLINA, FKIDAY DECEMBER 18, 1942

“DOUGGIE” READS HER FAN MAII—Little
“Douggie” Gray, daughter of Navy Lieutenant James
Gray, looks over fan mail and clippings which came
to her after widely published photo showed how she
stole .the show right after her dad was decorated for
heroism in the South Pacific at Pensacola, Fla. Douggie

scrah-out'and gave-the. llcutennnt ® hig hug nght aiter

“he'Feceived his decoration. 8

OPA Blamed F or
Home ““Trouble”

Called Responsible for “Threatened
Breakdown on the Home Front”

\\’AS!IINQTON — {AP} — A Congressional commit-
tee blamed Office of Price Administration policies today for
a “‘threatened breakdown on the home front.”

The committee, st up by the
House 1ast year to study the prob-
lems of amall business, said in a
preliminary report the natian's
tem of consumer goods distribution
“haa been serlously undermincd and
weakened us a Tesult of® OPA pol-
tclen "and a collapse which might
gravely buperll the eatlre war ef-
fort appenrs inevitable unless these
policles ate speedily corrected.”
Part of the blamg for cxisting
condltions, the committee contine
ued, must b shared by the War
Production Board and ihe smaller
war plants

factor alone will close the doors of
thousands of business which might
otherwise rematn open.”

“And what I sald heee about
unnecessary  governmental red
tape in the fleid of distribu-
tlon of course applies cqually
to manufactuelng,” the regort
added.

Unless the conditions complajn-
ed of are corrested, the commit-
tee snid 0 would recommend nt
the nhext sesston of Congress leg-

s | corporation  eperating |y 1o’ 1 eompel their eorrees
nnder WIS,
: 3 tion I oraer to avert the drstine-
“PRICE $QUEEZES" tion of independrnt small business
U listed “prlce squeezcs” ang [nd. With i, the middle class of
“inequitable  distribution  of mer- |thls country.”
chandlse” two factors which

M GINS h
“cowld ard should be adfusted” by | ol TOO THIN

OPA nnd W In w sction devoted to "price
o squieczes,” tne conanlttee safd op-

ommittce complatned  of | ciatig margins between repiace

Teports  and - com-iment costs and ceiling: prices “are

ard” multipliclty of regula-

Studenis Told To Stand Pat As
Training Program Is Formulated

WASHINGTON -«#)— Natlonal

manpower anil educational Jeaders
todny s § students  and  In-
struclors to stay In class untl

calied to fight as the grim strains
of martial musle yose ta’ drown
out ibnt old college song on the
natlon's campuse

oint educat'onal - miiliary
H‘nlnlllx program soon will place
an estimaled 200 5 poteatial
fighting men In some 350 colleges
And unlversitfes—(helr tuitlon paid
By the armed forces and  thelr

$h pmu Ba s
fili @lmstmus

War Schools:

lesio » to be tested Iater perhaps

chemistrs, physies and  bac-
on distant batilefronts,

terlology students and instruc-

Under many who| tars.  He urged students to
would have been students | remaln o college unti called
M peacetime will drlll for speclal| and  advised  others dn the
war assignments and commissons.| 18-to«19-year clasa to. enroll an

usual

ROTC CONTINUED

Hawever, Dr. Francls J. Brown,
American Councll on  Educatlon
consuttant,  stressed  lhat  the
speclallzed  program — announced
yesterday by War Secretary Stim-

ACE. President Gearge F. Zook
ressed bellef the military march

o the school system  would

limited (o the leugth of the war

IN UNIFORM

won and Navy Secretary Knox— | o, §

Wil be pul Into effect only by, The new arogram scemed aive
an ottictal military_call, and will| QOVEVOT, 16, Infensty the wartime
dra most of s “war studeats” mpo of the once carclree col
from enlisted ranks. Others to| C6lale nimosphere, In unltorm
e K coiers 0l and wnder mwilttary superssion, the
Teers raining - Corne ot Cga|men will lve. eat and work in
notitled later. be sald. Meantime conted it i "the sehools

segre
They probably wili not participate

the ROTC and otlier college train- n scbool athiotle

0% programs. Wil o " actlvities, ex-
e chroams Wil continue WS-l eon” sy mflltary unlts o dntras
i mural evenls — or aeparately, as
Baunding the same "stand have the pre-rlight shools.
pal”  nole, War Manpower | o,
b, nele, War anpewer elr comlng to the campus will

“lemporarily upsel” the routine aof

draft boards had been notified [ amerien’s libetal cducntion syatem,

tn defer most rallege medicat,

Troops Smash Into

RACES ON AFTER ROMM

Battalion
Of German

Infantry
Destroyed

Smolensk May Be
Red Objective

By EDDY GILMORE
MOSCOW. — (AP) —

Army shock troops smashed
into another village on the
vital Rzhev-Vyazma railway
line west of Moscow during
last night’s fighting, beating
off German dive bomber at-
tacks and destroying a bat:
talion of German infantry,
the Ruwmn mxddny commun-

ique said today.
Sovlot antl-aireiaft tire brought

down three Nazi planes In the
batlle, 1t was added.

NEW SETBACK

The engagement came in  the
wake of reparls that counter-

attacking Germans suffered - an-
other severe sctback west of Rzhev,
losing. more_than & company, and
& ‘atrong ~Boviet dental’ of yester-
day’s Nazt claimothat: the QGers
mans had (mpped & Russian Army
at ‘oropets, & short distance
northeast of Velikle Luki.

In thelr denial the Rus-
sfans hinted strongly that a
Red Army force was maving
southward Smolensk,
which is ene of the snchor
points of the German fine in
Russla,

They placpd
at a polnt
of Toropets
west.

An_ official statement  dectared
the Germans had been hurled back
those distances from Toropets “a
far back ms the Winter of 194142,

Toropets, the Soviet Information
Rurenu safd, “can be regarded with
full justification as a town in the
oviet rear where cven the salvos
of heavy guns cannot be heard.”
NEW PINCERS

The move gave promlse of a new
pincers nction developlng on the
central front. They first by-passed
Rzhev on the norlh and came
down the raflway toward Vyarma
on the southwest.

The Toropets column  had
reached the area of Bely and
was even noew conducting an
offensive  which  already  has
“ullerly routed” the 33rd Ger-
man Tank Regiment, the 216ih
Infaniry Regiment and  the
13th Chasseurs Battallon, the
Informatian Burcau said.

"In
mans
tteers
about
frins,

the Russian columns
about §0 miles south
and about 40 mlilcs

these engagements the Ger-
lost more than 7000 of-
and men flled, 110 tanks,
57 guns and 100 machine-
BGO trucks and ‘ten eart
tralns with  supplic:
In  additlon, seventeen plancs
were destroyed on an  atrdrome
and fuel and ammunition dumps
were blown up, the Russians said
Thelr own losses. the Informa-
tion Burcau reported. were 2,000
XUled, 115 mixsing, and 10 tan)
40 guns end 360 trucks destroyed.
Extenston of the Toropets-Bely
dilve to meet a continued push
along the ratlway through Vyazma
would lead the two columns to
Smolensi.

Yuﬁerur raph
Mcss&gcs Out

Ban After Dee,
Ordered

21

WASHINGTON— P~ Christ-
mas messages by telegraph in
the Unit@l States after Dee.
21 were banned taday by
War Communlcations Boarts

The board, revisng a recent
order, directed telegraph . com-
pantea not to accept any mes-
uages of greetings, fellcitations
o congratulations, cffertive
Dec. 12, if they origlnate with-
in Ihe country for some ather
point o the

This  rule
greetitgs by wire to man
the ermed services  outslde
the continental Uniled States.

The BWC also ordered thal
efeclive Drc. 22 ihe telegraph
companien  must - cdscontinue

. dental, voterinacy, englcoring,

Ses TELL SBTUBENTS on page 18

Al nen-trlegraphic  scrvices,
such as errand service.

Rurma Lee Taylor, 21
Atlanta, Ga.,
WAAC.
“yo 1 just carried it along
Atlanta Policewoman Bes

(left), was arrested in

as a joke”
ie O'Quin.

GIRL NABBED FOR IMPERSONATING WAAC—

an

cafe on a charge of impersonating a
She told police people took her for a WAAC,
Shown with heris

Hundreds Jam
To Beat Deadli
Hundreds

explosive gasoline prablem
ernmint canceling fempora

announced grave fuel oil

Flbling
“during

stations  experienced
the earlier  mornlng
an unusually brisk de-
resulting  from  wldely
circulated Washington an-
nouncementa that further dras-
tic controls for retall gasoline
sale were inevltable, Scatters
ed reports to refiners’ branch
here indlcated a sub-
percentage  of  this

hansted thelr stocks’ of gasn-
Hne betore (he real rush bee
gan shortly afler 11 AL M.

of Charlotteans ]
tn fill automobile tanks near mid-day today when the highly

community’s filling stations ex-

Filling Stations
ne ‘Set at Noon

Jjoined a near-pan

blew up, with the Federal
arily all hut one  “emergs

< in Atlantic seabourd s

Gas Order Brings
Near-Panic Here

rush|.,

G
enc

caupon for each motorist in a d(“-anm‘ effort to meel an

tates.

| holdcrs

Let Ordinary"

otorists Use

New Regulation Issued To Stop
Run on Flllm" Statlons

WASHINGTON.

one coupon of their ration book.
The Office of Price Adm:
gasoline sales to commercial v

holders of A, B or C ration books except for an “emerger
amount as repreiented bv a qmgle coupon,

—(AP)— Gasoline sales to ordma
motorists in the Eastern states were limited at noon today.
by a temporary Federal order to the amount obtainable on

inistration put:ro :limit ox
chicles hut barined ‘them |

spokesmen of the OPA saht m swp
a run on fililng statlons. It will
be replaced shortly—possibly later
today—by » less drastic order.
President  Roosevelt told his
press conference that the prospec-
tive suspension  of all A cards
would be only temporary.
‘The OPA spokesmen,
to ‘be quoted by name,
ncw order mlgm put new cunaﬂ-
ents n - the:A™ nu on - book

dccunlnx
sald

PLEA MADE

Henderson

Steps Out

The order did ngt apply o gas- today

oline already In
automublle, but Government ofﬂ-
cials airrady had ued
that motorists not  drive cxt!m
where rbsolutely essential,

The OPA estimated that about
7.000000 vehicles In the East soon
would be without gasoline if the
nnw regulation rematned in effec

STATE AFFECTED
The order applied lo the enfire
territory of District of Co-
lumbia and the followlng states:
Mair~, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New
York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Delaware, Maryland, Virglina, West
virginia, North Carolina, Georsia.
Florida, South Caroling and Con-
nectleut.
It means that motorists in six-
teen Eastern states are entitled
to purchase three gallons for emers
sency '1se §i they have an A book
or four gallons i they have B or
C books, In West Virginia, a state
in the area, the value of A cou-
pons is four gallons,
Th PA gave no definition or
“emergenc:
ORDER DRAWS FIRE
‘The order, came under quick fire
from John Dressler of Hackene
sack, N, J. chairman of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Eastern

time dmmediately
W person the ser
erators. This
officinl nutlee of the order.
A Scogglus,
rator. was In such a heck
01X about gas today that
gave up s smiled.

Mr. Seogiing
to poim o the
Charlotte = News
“That's all:Tikno:

“I:have no official

bepan no

story i
and | telt

insi

ratlon adminis-
of

tifying

ice station op-
was «considered  the

a
e just

“could Ay was

v The
them:

troce

States Gasgline
Dealers, organized to meet ration-
Ing problems on the seaboard.

“What I3 'an emergency’ and
how are you golng to nlop
them from going from one sia-

Sce TEMPORARY on page 10

Pre-Induction Training

For High School Students |

WASHINGTON — (F—Pre-in-
duction  training was offered by
the Army today to the students
of the natlons 50,000 publie, pri-
vate and parochlal high schools.
The tralning wilt be in cowrses
coverlng the fundamentals of elec-
tricity, radio. shop work. machines
aud

additlon to being available to high
school atudents of pre-draft age,
the  War Department sald  the
courses for which outlines have
been sent to the schools may be
used for basic tralning of men
who are out of school and expect
lo enter the mllitary scrvlce in

tions," : Mr.” Scogging told threm,
Tt was bndieated by n check of | “and :Ticaw'l speak aboul the
filihg statfons made by Tuc News| new Srogulatians. My  advice,
uy some stations  continuéd tol  howéver, s o read ihe Asso-
make <alrs after the noon deads] ciated: Press story out of
line, as they had recefved no offi-]  Washington and  ablde by 1t
clal’ nelification of the order. unthl . the officat i
An order ta natify ail sers- rome : through.
fee stations in this scctlon of |NO NEW BOOKS
the state that the “lreezing™ THES Tatloning  bourd,  thouth
was in_ effect was recelved by yitnont” instruetions, today  ndopt-
the State  Highway  Patrol | eqsihe ipalley of holding for de-
(r':llwn at 1326 o'clock this [ieopments all  gasoline  requests
a
Al ;mlmlmru on duty at the See NEAR-PANIC on page 10

the future,

LONDON - 15-- The  Allies
Hoetately gambled I thelr 1
Ito - Tunfibe, knowlogly  outru
uhig thell Al coverage,

attempt to head off the Germa
ang they almost gut away with
milltary” sources sald toda
The Germans were
cupy Tunla Just a little too fa
nowever, and now are helleved
have more than 30,000 tsoopa
the Freneh  protectorate,  the:
weey added.

The' Attied drive was stulled
miler  frem the Mediterrane

strongholds of Blzerte and ‘Tun

te-

nble to oc-

fst by the lack of
glve the  Altles” planes
wobllity  and
an|rains and thick,
ns|  Medjez-E
1t fthe enem
cver, remainn in Altted h
Allicd headquattera
W oo a detatled review
unksan altuatlon
Allied pasittons _run
es3 north And sowth through
1-Bab, which® we

b ac

n-

ast
0
m

o
"o sald, .
neriod o building

o

atriields

two stronghalds,
ands
Hpokesman

“mare

bold,”

both aground amd Ly lhe alr, 16w

Went Ahead OFf Air Suppord

Allies Gambled In Tunisian Rush
And Almost Got Away With It

to
dequits

Autumn

now-
an
of the
or

h Med-
ho

xrnum,

has set in for both sldes, he Rs-
sorted. pointing out that the Bri-
tish First Army and lts mc\orlned
United States contlngent has ad

eanced more than 400 miles 1
tess than a month.

‘The spokcsman sald the Ger-
mans hee a great advantage:in|i
holding at Blzerte and Tunis'the
anly’ good operational airtields . in
that part of the world.

He' pralsed the . Freuch - undet
Ch-ncul Hedrt Glraud for :playlog
an important part in-the Tunisian
operations as “sort of a7 covering
screen while . we . were’ coming sup.'

¢
i

o'
time-to~time rcvk]om lnd
a3 an example the .new: ou
ment of gasoline-inthe Eask

BROWN TALKED

the “tank of an [po pries

et his
mands’ from’ CAptto;
Lnexr. Price - Adminlates!

tor:
drastic ratigning l’\lhl Wﬂh

Asked about the posslblll&y

Senator Prentlss

crat, Michigan, m!zht Iﬁ $he:
Henderson surrendered
the Presldent sald thers. was'i
mg on that at the.pressnt

Hat:n

ked whether there: was:a ]

arate individuals,

replicd he had Hot the, hln

year-old udmlnlzunwr-
frequent ]

£ony
announced his intention to qnl:

WHAT'S NEW IN
THE MEW BOOKS
rom

“Atier - Ahe - Dok :
found on page &
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with



