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Nazis Strike
Teavily at
New Russian
ositions

Reds Advanee on

Central Front

By HENRY CASSIDY
MOSCOW. —(AP)— Ger-
an units slashing hard_at
e left wing of the Red
rmy southwest of Stalin-
rad, were reparted today to
ave driven an armored |
edge into the Russian lines
fter mounting full scale at-
wks bolstered by tanks and
anea.

Red Star, the Soviet-Army news-
wper, sald  the Germans struck
savily and repeatedly at positions
-cupied only recently by the R
ans who had not had time to
mrolidate them,

ATH POUNDED

Dispatches from the front in-
cated that the enemy had ad-
wnced toward m water Hne and
ong /o important road, thelr heavy
rtillery paunding before
wm and thelr infantry poshing
Mo salients in the wake of the
ks,

Army's offensive on the
enitral front northwest of Moscow,
owever, volled steadfly on through
how-cavered forests studded with
azi defenses.

The Russian positions on (his
front weee described as raughly
150 miles west of Kallnin in
ihe Vellkle Luki reglon. Pravda.
the Communist Parly organ,

See WEDGFE DRIVEN on page 4
No Jap Air

dpposition
WASHINGTON —.m United
tates bombers. ralding the Japa-
ese instaltations at Buln en Bou-
ainville Iddand in the Solomons,
it no ety “opposition, the Ravy
eported toda;
No rw)l'\n\.mn was Rvailable of
he Inck of opposition at Huin.
onsidered ne one of the prineipat
ap air “baes and located about
75 miles northwest of  Guadal-
anal

The Navy naisn reported norixth
ttnck on Muuda Alrfield, under
onstruction by the Japanese on
tew Georgia lsland, and the wip-
ng out of twe Japanese machine
un eresws on Guadaleanal,

WEATHER

number aboard. The vehicle, car- -

Much rying white and Negro workmen to ng ot Sea
the Nave mine depot near York- GO, Callf —1%~The
colder town, toppled from (he after ond{Navy has offieiafly Hsted ax miss-
of the forry into some fifteen feeb[ing ot sea n twin-engined: patrol
Sonight, of waler as the boat was pulling [bomber and tta vrew of nine which
out of (e slip boul 7:25 "A. M. |nas been unreporied since Dec, 4.
EW The big naval alreraft n-
“Hlmk;; fid - the drh‘cr of the ve- | gaged 1 n routine Oight off the

L ) "oy thicle, Robert E. Pawi, of Mathews)Southiern California const,
Today Temp.: H. 52: L. 31| County, wns mnong those pulled| The Navy safd “an  extensive
Sunset Today 6:18[from the fey waters, search of the aren in which the
Sunrize: Tomorrow ___  8:25| The Navy sent a salvage boat to|plane was belleved to have been

Lincolnton Air
Hero Comes Home

By COLONEL W. A. FAIR,
Charlotte News Special Writer
LONCOLNTON — When Captain
Whater Clark of the U. 8. Army Al
Corps reached his home here last
night, eight days out of Cairo, Egypt.
he reached down and grabbed &
double handful of the beautiful
greensward on his father's lawn and
kissed it fervently. Captain Clark,
grandson of the late Chief Justice
Walter Clark, son 6f Mr. and Mrs.
Thorne Clark of Lincolnton, and
hero of numerous bombing expedi-
tlons to Rumania, Greece, Tabruk
and Bengasi, 1s home on furlough
and for medicat treatment after his
strenuous service in the Egyptian
desert.

Reclpient of the Silver 8tar,
the Distinguished Flying Cro

See CAPTAIN CLARK on page 4

Captain Clark
Left His Mark
On Axis In A frlca

CAPTAIN CLARK ... back hame
in Lincointen

Fliers Bomb
New Nippon
Beachhead

On Guinea

Allied Troops
Press Attack

ALLIED HEADQUART-
ERS IN AUSTRALIA. —
{AP)— General MacArthur's
air forces have ceaselessly
bombed the Japanese lodged
in a new foothold near the
mouth of the Mambare River
while his land troops exerted
heavy pressure on the in-
vaders’ dwindling Buna area
shore positions to the south-
east, advices from the front
said t
Allied nirmen also pounded anew
the Japanese bases flanking the

ay.

Breathing Spell

By ALEX H.
77th Congress comes to th
today after an historic two-
prnblon1~ of a tremulous pea
of arming the nation for gl

Curtain Rings Down
On 77th Congress

78th Congress Convenes on Jan. 6

WASHINGTON —(AP)— Werk-worn and weary,

Comes Before

SINGLETON

the
e ond of its legislative life
year struggle, first with the
ce, then with the robust job
Tobal war,

Bus Plunges
Into River

“Numher™ Drowned in
Virginia Stream

GLOUC!

TER POINT. Va—i®
~A “number” of  persons  were
drowned today. state police reports
ed, when a bus loaded with work-
men phinged into the York River
from w Gloucrster-Yarktown frr-
Ty

€. D Rurke. assistant manager
of the Gloucesiri-Yorktown Ferry
Compnny, said 25 oceupants of the
bus were rescurd, but that it had
not been determined  the  exact

Additional 11
datn will he found on page 4.

§. Weather Bureau

to the surface.
found to be empty.

the scenn and the bus was brought
Burke xald L was

The House and Senate formally
agreed to adfourn at the close of
today's  business.  furnlshing R
breathing spell unttl the new Con-

gress takes over on Jan.
LONGEST OF ALL

Tongest In histery, the  77th
Congress was in sesshon 15 dag
The Houre mof on 404 leglsin-
tve  dass. Five  Semators  and
fourteen” Reprexentatives dicd durs

ng the two vears

It leaves n tempestuans record
of pre-war battkx over foreln
policies. or chaip skirmishes bee
tween olationists and Interven-
tonists. and then of sudden co-
hesion on WAr memsures s bombs
fell on Prarl Harbor,

The shadaws of war already
were siretching rastward from

Kee CONGRESS on page 4

Bomher and Crew of

operating had yielded: no informa-
ton. Nnmes of the crew members
were not snnounced

By
WITH
BO\H\HH-JU" N GUINEA,
Pre. 34— iDeluvedi -1t —American
doughboys,  advancing

MERLIN SPENCER

and powring & withering fire lrom

vifles, tommy guns and machines | CoNsolidnting  thelr = positlons.  Iignd fnto the trees o clear ot

guns, captined the it native vil- | W 8 fex Jap dead. and no prie fstpers.

la-:(::wor Buna todey from the Jup- eliginle, s were swm(;lm“l)oon ATTACK
Buna viliage, a chambles from|, For weeks Buna was the eon- one unit which held a

woekn . of  heavy bomblngs  andjter of tue tnvaders' hold en the beachhcnd lo the cast moved lnto

Terent mortar barrages. saa ne-{ROFLhern Papuan coast of Newlthe village clearing. another unlt

Sh vmg iﬁags
- till @hristmas

B

AMERTCAN TROOPS
"

cautiously

Old Glovy Flics Bigh:

Tells How American Doughboys
Advanced And Took Buna Village

cupled lesa than
the altack started

1L 8. CASUALTIES LOW
1 walked fnto the village afle

v

Quinea,

While there are other’ Japa-
nrso trongpoints In the Im-

vicinlly which prob.
are better defended at
prosent, and must bo (aken,
the occupatien ef Buns re-
Hevéd spat on the
Anierican left flank,

with one of .the leaviest mortal
barrages ever laid down in - thl
sectlon.  Four hundred rounds of
shells were poured inla the enem:
positions in a short time,

two hours after

the attack ns the Americans were

The attack staried al 7 A, M.

Then the Americans hit the vi-
!

age from two skics, and  they
showered the Japancse  with  ev-
erything they had from nifles to

T| machine-guns.

They fired both along the ground

inland starled a swinging door at-
tack, sweeplng I along a river to
the west,

and the village was take:

‘The commanding officer told me
he believed that ab the time of
the final attack not more than twen-
ty to 50 Japnnese were there,
fow were killed, Some wers bee
fleved to have Infiltrated through
the American Hnes In an
to reach thelr comrades at Buna
Misslon, 300 yards away, Otheis,

>

T
5
!
y

These forces met in the clearing, |40

eftort [t

Papuan  sector. the headquarters
noon P
DOWN JAP PLANES

They dfopped R number of 500-
pound bombs on the alrdrome at
Lac, on the hortheast New Guln-
en coast, in the face of heavy an-
ti-alreraft firg, and roared across
the water strip 1o pock the Gos-
mats, Now Britain, airfleld with

twelve Japanese planes came up
1o meet them and they shot down
three ans damaged two others, the
communique said.

There were few detalls of the
" ground actlon but a spokesman

Bee NEW JAPA!

F. R. Praises
Working Press
PHILADELPHIA —#) —President
Roosevelt has pralsed “"the great
of our working press” for it
understanding of newspapers' obli-
gntion in the ewuse of freedom.
The President. in a congratulia-
tory letter to the Pen and Prneil
Club on its 50th anniversary sald:
Benjamin Franklin, an
old  Philadeiphia  newspaperman,
who satd: NY must all hang
together, or, most assuredly, we
shall all hang_separately

5 as true today as it was
in 1776, For freedom has always
imposed on those who would enjoy
1t an obllgation to use that free-
dom far the purposes of democracy
and ltberty.

"The great boady of our working
press has shown deep understand-
ing of that oblixation In that
understanding T find st another
ground for my profound confidence
i the ability of our democracy to
srapple with tne bitter necessiti
of total war without lnsing
essentlal devotion to freedom.”

SE on page 4

wan

s
its

Bvines Given
Broader Power
WASHINGTON—(™--The White
House dlsclored today that Pro
tent Reosevelt had  given Jam
F. Byrnes powdr to setle any dis-
may  arise be-
¥ Wickard and any
reency of the Govern-
ment from Wickard's direction of
the natlon's food program,

An authority ®ho preferred fo
rematn anonymous sald the destp-
natien of the enamic Htabiliza-
tion Director adjust  disputes
atablish-
ing A pattern likely to be followed
in nther {ields of the war clfort,
He said it polnted Byrnes up more
and more as & sort of “Assistant
President.”

agreements  which
ween Seeretary
ofticer ar

to
might be considered as

Cities Can Handle Their
Own Labor Squabbles
WASHINGTON— 01— Senate and
municipa) sgencles were left o
helr own devices today to setile
labor  disputes Wit thelr  em-

Board relin-
quished any claim to furisdiction
I such controversies yesterday by
rullng 1t has no power “to lssue
any directive order or regulation
these disputes governing thr
cenduct of lll{' \\I\ll‘ or IH\(“‘HPA\L
agency luvolve
e decision upheld conienticins
New York, Omaba and New-
city governments that
had mo anthority (o
t labor diapates be-
the three  municipalittes
and some of thetr employees. At
lhe board's hearing on the lssue

v ago. representatlves  of

Labor

e

kN J.
the  board
fnlervens

coen

See TELLE MOW on page 4

a dosen 500-pounders. A’ covey of |-

stenographer Is shown hére with

tom Rt the YWCA, Tho pictus

In Romping-Pen

Mizs Frieda Britt, young

about her work today in de

worked inin » vear,

g SR
A SEEING EYE I3 CLOSED—Miss PFrieda
Sceing Ey

was shot and killed last night supposedly by a pmwlcr or peeplng
re wos The
Inonthe NEo—in nappler. [reer dnys oF M Bric

Blind Woman Here
Will Get New Dog

Prowler Shoots Sceing Eye Dog

By TOM REVELLE
Charlotte News Statf Writer

Aphm at the \!mkh‘nhurg Association of the Blind, went

eper darkness than she had
Her Seeing ¥Eye Dog, Peg, shot
A by

nd killed ast night in an enclosed yard at the YW
cither a snooper or peeping tom.

Jap Navy
Challenged

Powerful American
Foree Cruises
Br NORMAN RFi
ABOARD A UNITED *TATFg
WARSHIP IN THE SOUTH PACI-
FIC. Dec. 8 Delayedt -
powerful  American  surface
Wcluding  battleships  today  vir-
tually  challenged  the  Japdnese
nuvy In the South Pacific to a
r1 Harbor anniversary battle,
he  American  task  foree ol
which A& ubit criced
with eggeything I readiness for
battie.

Ammunition handlers under the
sun turrets marked on shells for
the matn batterles such  expres-

forer

. young blind

B lt
v Peg. which

her Sceing

made by ews some

QOutside YWCA

blind weman who is a stenog-

AMiss Britt was “lost™ this morn-
ing—her freedom of actien, her
abity to ga where she pleased
without calling for atd of persons
who kee. woa lost 1o her.

It wns fndeed a dark outlook—
then the stiver Ludng that is on
every dark cloud appeafed,

SILVER LINING

Miss Lois Stivers, executive sece
Tetary of the associlatton, calic
the Seeing Eye  Foundation  at
Morristor N, J. talked to

“saperintendent, and
Peg, out for exer-
lot, had been

1.
W, H. Ebling,
explalned how
fn an enclosed
and_Xilled

Tell Miss Britt to report here
andishe can get., au-
carie . over thé
SN came  out

the.
Miss  Britt;
Ot

agaln

. you don't know how that
will  help” Zher chin  trembled,
“T'll never [fofgel Pog—:he wos so
good—s0 1o¥Rl—s0 staunch—-money
could nol have bought her — but
vou can't.know how great it Is
to know:that I can get another.

lalfected by

HASE ROMMEL AT FAST CLI

* %k %

Progress Seen as E

LONDON. — (AP)
Allied air fleets littering

100 air line miles west of El

advance exceeding that of the

On the opposite side of
Hed squeeze on the Axis' dvlmdllng
last foothold in North Africs, oth-
er strong forces of British and
United States planes were striking
heavily at the enemy in Tunisia
while Winter rains and stleky,
brown mud mired the land front
In relative quict

MAZE OF MINES

Mileages were not-given im the
British communique. With Rom-
mel apparently unable or unwill-
ing to shleid his retreat with more
than delaylng rearguard = patrols,
the speed of the Britiah': pursult

LIN

robably 100
iles W
gheila Now

8th Army After Alamein Lme Broken
— Britain's

blasted wrecks of Marshal Rommel’s transport, were: ré-

ported today as probably approaching Zauta En Nofilia;
Agheila,

This report, by a competent British military 'source,

indicated since the break-through at El Agheila a rateiof

¥ %% ¥

est Of

xceedmnr That of -

Eighth Army, paced
the road to Tripoli with the

Eighth Army after it cracked

Rommel's El Alamein lme in Egypt.
the Al-

LONDON —(F+-Th¢ odéi dre
“very much In faver” of the
Allles winning the race for afr
supremacy in Tunisia, an RAF
commentator sald teday.

He deplcted the air strength
situation there a3 far brighter
than previously viewed In some
quarters. Ho said the Germana
had never had more than 200-
bombers and fighters In Tunisla,
arfdl that larger forces based in
Skelly had not been pub to as
much use, for some reason, as
might have been expected.

was governed chiefly by the Eighth
Army's agility in picking its_ way
through the maze of mines Rom-
mel feft behind and by s flow of
supplies.

The British communique em-
phasized that “eur leading
forces still are greatly lmpeded
by mines.” Its disclosure, how-
ever, thal ground forces now
are “well west” af El Aghella
and (hat the air arm has
struck as far of Zaula Ea No-
filla suggested that s wide
tane soon would be cut through .
the encmy's decp field of
mines, TNT and booby traps.

Both sldes resorted to air blows
Seo BRITISH ARMY on page 4

Brief Air Raid

Alert in London

LONDON i} — Four Naz
Focke-Wulf  190's  attacked the
English scuth coast this afiernoon
and one raider. which approached
the outskirts of London, set off

a brict alam, the first 1o the
capital's_environs since 26.
“one  suburban nn

W
the alert which ended.
apparentiy. withont Incident. Ma-
chine-gun bullets, however, wound-
ed two persons and caused minor
dnmage to bulldings in the coast
town,

Anather lone. low-fiyiog raider
lanted bombs in a second south
const tawn then machlne-gunned
the nren, Some bulldings were
damaged and some PECsons were

Ses NIFPON NAVY on page 4

Sex 'SERING EYE on page 4

Injured.

By WILLIAM B, KING
WITH U. §. FORCES IN TUN-
1SIA. - Dec — (Delayed) —uit—

mud_has ndded &
new facter 1o the Allied North At-
rican compatgn which now, at teast
temporarily, has wettled down to
ane of fxed positions while both
Alltes and .Axis rush up ‘men and
matertel for tha pigantic  battle
which will be fought on the np-
pronches to Tunis.

The beglontng of
reny sewson. With the
auwick, undoubtedly has
the difbicenlties of both
the British and Ameriean  forcea
probably, are fecling the drag ol
mud on wheels and trucks more
hecauze of tie longer lnes of land
commimtcations.

ROG DOWN
Track  and  half-track  vehiclea

Winter
respltant
added to
siden but

the

'lﬂ cities upheld the same View.

which formerly set out across the

country with ns much ease an on
Lighways now are bogging down.
Steep and narrow  vouds,  diffi-

cult for motor iransport .

have hecome a real problem A
the have  soflened  their

ains
shoulders and afickened thelr clay
surlaces,

Tanks and heavy  vehicles
returning ta blvouacs In felds
and on hillsldes have fcft lay-
ers of mud en paved roads,
givlng them  vough, sHppery
and dangerous surfaces.
Ofticers any, however,

number of uight  aceidents
been small, particularly In view of

that the

has

Rainy Season Churns Up Mud To
Gum Up Motor Armies In Africa

drive back over the same road ab’
noon not one remalned,
Arab labor under the direction

it,
of gur Freach Alllea has been put

to work strengthenlng road shoul.
ders and erecting guards on dan-
gerous curves.

port,
Olflcera and men who wre

mlre and

States equipment

“Troops with shovels have. been
used on difficult sectors where mud
was fnterfering with urgent teans-

ad-
Justing n\cms«:lves to llving in the
Aring A permanent
crust of dncd mud on ‘their cloth.
ing and shoea say that ths United
"is  helding - upl-

"Ilnlaallc" roports ; tha
praediipied a4y

tions civillan _economy:

In a statement :tothe

Committee . investigating: the

roes
ones who knew what WASY
and when, were

competent to. direct '.hh

tion. i
On thc other - hand,  he mid,
and NIVY supply

havc never beeh
with deve!opment snd prod

of raw materials, and ‘control

perly  pla
agency, the war production.
Patterson  told the
that Army production  and
struction this year would
to $25,000,000,000, . a5 :: cont

See DENIES ARMY on pags

Dr. Dorton Gets

WASHINGTON.—{#) &
pointment. of Dr. Joseph 8. T eston
of Sheiby, N. C. to_the  $4.600 ‘&
year job as area director .in:thé:
Raleigh, N. C., War . Manpows
Commission was confirmod - oday)
by the Senate.

Guide to

PARTY LEADERS ASK
FDR TO CO-OPERATK:
Leaders on the

plclely I Tavie. tham
has in the past. Drew
gives 1he - detalls “ia
Merry-Go-Round o6 page &

KOLDXEBB TAKB TIME
REA!

the conditions,  Wrecker and ree- |very well under the new . hard~

Tamation services have been ex-|ships! :

cellent. and  mpintenance  depots|  Jeeps and Ctrucks Uwith fours

windly have disabled trucks back|wheel drives turoed to improv

in running order In A tow houra. . |tracks acrosa fields without  diti-
I one dawn drive 1 saw sumer-{culty,  where - ordinary .. vehicles

ous overturned trucks—bul on \he|bogged: down immediatoly



