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Appeal

On Al Christmas Lists Put
" The Empty Stocking Fund

‘Back about the turn of the century,
'Yhe Newr Empty Stocking Fund came

nto being. The town was small then and
-organized social service unknown. On
mas Eve The News would plle into
‘wagon the toys and baskets of food
,~had bought with the donations of
Xindly Charlotteans, and with the late
"W, C. Dowd at the helm would make
‘rounds of the poorer sections, play-

- Damned Spot

Ab Ballot Cond d
By a Long Kinship With Fraud

If the Btate Board of Elections can
keep the absentee ballot law disagrecably
in the public gaze where it belongs, that
ancient evil of our election system will
not be long with us—and that would be
exactly as it should be. Even without
the charge of Chairman W. A. Lucas
that, "An absentee ballot law cannot ex-
ist.in North Carollna without fraud,”
it 15 apparent that this device 15 one
of out-and-out chicaner;

Santa Claus to the chil-
ren. It must have been & moving ex-
ence, thls round of Christmas calls,
it 11 too bad that the growth
the city and the changed relations
n benefactors and beneficiaries
h made it obsolete. But the spirit of
Jthe Empty Btocking Fund today is as
as ever it was, and the children
‘whom it plays 8anta Claus are stili
ldren, and so terribly appealing.
And let no one, simply because he
seif is {lush this C lud

Y.

Because only an Insignificant total
number of votes are cast by absentees
in the state (23,831 in 1838), few North
Carolinlans would stand to lose by the
State’s simply pitching 1t out of the
window. To be sure, there are the rights
of citizens to be safeguarded, but by
the ‘same token so0 is the honesty of
elections to be striven for.

In every insiance the little flurries be-
tween Democrats and Républisans in
county this Fall centered about

4hat war prosperity has banished want,
“hie fatherless, the sick, the invalid and
he decrepit are harmed rather than
nefitted. By the record, there are 800
t0 whom December 25 will be
16 different from any other dismal day
uniess the Emyity Stocking Fund provides
r them, And there are others beside
‘Yhese pre-selected 800.
It is too bad, we say, that donors
the Empty Btocking Fund cannot en-
.-in compensation for thelr thought-
diness, the experience of putiting toys
d good atulfs into a symbalical wagon
distributing the Christmas cheer
ves. But it is, after all, the ben-
ction that counts. With that In mind
n this oncoming Christmas Day,
with the faith, borne of long ex-
ence, that it will be made joylul for
the least of us, The News hereby
ms its 1942 Empty Stotking Fund to
tributions great and small.

Neap Tide
Rising Fury of Offensives
Hits Axis On All Fronts

This, remember, is war the way you
“want }. Half-way around the globe
fighting men of the United Natlons are
g the atiack, ‘and the lines are
wing closer about the enemy, exact-
a deadly toll of men and machines.
the offensives vary in intensity and
Jack co-ordination, the free world may
rejoice that these daye are not like
ot Bpring and Summer, when the
ors rolled almost at will to the
guest of new empires. Now, we move.
‘Where, not s0 many modna ago, we
vexed by shipping shortages and
i production, and by the will o
wisp Becond Front, we are locked
‘éombat. And everywhere it goes in
favor. The war may still be long,
1t is shortening now, and not length-
ng by the day, We march.

‘What may become a stupendous vie-
1= lnrlhe making in Russia. With
first welcome embrace of Winter
Red Armies have driven two fearful
otinds into -the thick body of Nazi

,000 Hitler troops. Planes, men, tanks

guna fall in large numbers to the

est of all Red assavits. If Hitler

%o hold his ground In the East he

t pay a price far higher than he can
afford.

Tunisia, advancing Britlsh and
erlcan armies welcome an Axis stand.
' 'decision, to be forged In the alr,
B8 our own. If Hitler chooses to
this a major challenge, so much
better. Even in an even trade of
for plane, we stand to outwear
Our lines of supply, though longer
ar, are safer In proportion. If the
pdffe chooses to bleed ‘itselt further
ica, the safer will be the day of
invaston,

i the Solomons, the Jap hasg lost
_magic touch. Crippled by sea and

the counting of absentee ballots. When
the race got hot, both parties resorted
quickly and naturally to the absentee
ballot to boost their totals and get their
man elected. This year, the skeptical
might suspect, was different. The new
times might affect absentee voting. As
a check, we went back Into other years.

What we found !s an open and shut
case against absentee ballots. As a sam-
ple, in the 1836 and 1938 elections the
ten counties where abgentee ballots flew
thickest were tied up in extraordinarily
close races between parties. In those
counties dominated by one party, the
absentee votes amounted to almost noth-

Ing. In 1938 Mecklenburg Democrats cast

8,012 votes, Republicans, 2,187—and ab-
" sentees only 175. It was the same down
the line. Close races drew abnormal
of votes. In
they weren't worth the effort for elther
party. .

If the State needs more evidence than
the akirmishes of '42 In Watauga, Gra-
ham, Stokes and Brunswick, 1t need only
refer to the records of all other voting
years. For the case the Elections Board
wishes to present to Governor Broughton
and the General Assembly, the evidence
will be conclusive, The absentee ballot
doesn’'t amount to a row of pins except
as an Invitation to fraud.

Just OPne

Senator Maybank’s Opponent
Couldn’t Beat the Machine

The final flgures, we note with mixed
emotions, show that Democratic South
Carolina washed its hands of the recent
elections with one of the lightest vates
in history. That despite an loned

OQur W

You Are Umy,

We

May Be Thankful .

WASHINGTON

S year the Thanksgiving table may not be

s0 bountifully laden as it was last year. At

least there hangs over it the grasping hand of the

ration book. Somse chairs may be vacant if only
because of transportation difficulties,

A year agn we were still revellng in un-
limited supplies of food. We were driving about
the country with unlimited gasoline and fires.
But in some ways we were a much more worrled
nation then than we sre now. A year ago we
saw the Axis gradunlly pushing Ha conguest.
The Germans were smashing into Russia and it
fooked as though Mescow would fall. Japan was
pushing south inio Indo-China, Although Peart
Harbor was atill a coupfe of weeks In the future,

knew on T! Day that
there was litle hope of peace, Sccretary of
Slale Hull was advising the Army and Navy that
he had obtained all of the time that he could
and that they must expect Japan to strike some-
where before lonk.

In other words. a Year ago we were scarcely
touched by tiie war. Yet we saw the hand closing
in and there was real doubt among the best in-
formed people s to whether the Axis march could
be stapped.

Now, # year later, we are far more naffected by
the war. We have had our casualiies In men and
ships. We know that more are to.come. Yet the
victory which scemed somewhat doubtful a year
ago is now & certainty.

The potentlal strength of the United Natlons
has been converted to active war strength and
the welght Is beginning to tell. We know now
1hat Russia cannot be smashed and that on the
contrary she will be able to counter-attack. We
are planted In North Africa opposite the southern
shore of the Axis, réady. to strike from that slde.

Of Life

By’ R;rymond Clapper

‘Survives

On e north, England 15 anchored a4 & gigantlo
airoraft oarrier from which Allied sirplanes will
batter Germany 'in the menihs 1o come,

In the Pacific we have checked the Japanese
advances for the time being. If we confinue to
hold, the time will come when & real offensive can
move forward against Japan.

That 1s the situstion Which gives us hope on the
military side. ]

I think there is also another source from which
new hope for our way of life.is springing. While
the Axls was winning, there was the question whether
the democratic form of government, the free way
of life, was competent to defend itself in the modern
world.  There was somse question as to Whether

‘the demoeracies were not huge dinosaurs destined

to be destroyed by the aharp teeth of the smaller,
but more flercely weaponed, totalltarians.

But All'such doubis are now resolved In our
favor. We have seen that the frea peopls of
England can fight and hold, We are sceing
fn America the mitacle of profuction and an
enormous Army rapidly on the way to bringing
evermhelming atrength against the Axis.

This last year, or rather tho last few months
of 1t, are showing that democracy in competent
to ook out for flself even agalnat such danger-
ously efficient natlens as Germany and Japan.

We sce mow that military victory Is certain and
that it wil bring s new opportunity for the prin.
ciples of free self-government to be restored and
perhaps to grow in lands that have not known
them before. We know now that the world will not
be swallowed up by the totalitarians and their
brutal conceptions of government and denial of
indlvidunl rights.

We know that our way of life 1s going to win
and re-establish {tself more firmly than ever before
because in this year just closing it has met its su-
preme test and is coming through it.

. We Can Give Thanks Every Day

w

—By Herblock

plen by Governor Jefferles that his pop-
ulace get out and strike with ballots
at antl-poll tax sentiment. We'd have
thought, under such conditions, that
there’d be & fine chance for some out-
sider to sneak in and grab an offlce
(or at least a passel of votes) while
the machine wasnt looklng:

Not so. One ‘such party without the
proper connections tried it, and dismally
fatied. In the race for the Senate, In-
cumbent Burnet Maybank polled only
22,287 votes. But his opponent, a Mrs.
Clara Bell Lappas of Charleston, runnidg
as a write-in candidate on a Townsend
Plan platform, recelved 22,286 voles less
—Iin sum, one. .

This might Indicate that South Caro-
Hna was allergie to the Townsend Plan,
or that the citlzenry was not consclous
of the force for public good represented
by Mra. Lappas. Perhaps the lady candi-
date was too busy campaigning Lo vote
herself, or merely thought, upon re-
flectlon. that Benalor Maybank was the
better man. At any rale, the lone vote
she polled came from s staunch sup-
porter up in Spartanburg County.

And that, 50 far as we can determine,
makes South Caroling safe for the Dem-
ocrats whatever the vote. With an ele-
gant chance for the expression of a dis-
senting opinlon, the minority consisted

Hled k-vol

, hié'3a forced to leave his garrisona

out :thelr own fate, and_that
neaning rapldly. The clearing of
4 and Guadalcansal now seems
»:and'with . that objective
the next lkely target 15 Rabaul
t;xe‘powerlul base at Truk, far
goes - well, True, this ts
of ‘victory, :and not vie-
(who femembers that a
were onily absorbing pun-

ot one st , d soul
from the uplands,

1In lively Wisconsin a deparithent store
manager is elected a judge, and that
aurprised indlvidual wili-be the overtime
, parker, fined $298. -
v
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A sad blow to Hirchito is the death of
his high horse, aged twenty-one. They
grew up logether. .

.
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Nelson To Fade?

Amateurs At Business

By Paul Mallon

WASHINGTON
VWULHIN WEB, the top-ranking personnel expects

Donald Nelson to fade. und be replnced eoon
by his right-hand
now bears
of the program committer,
Nelson was never (he man
Job, on the other hand, Mr.
by his associntes for keenne

man, Ferdinand Eberstadt, who
! i tle of

They sy now that Mr.
for a detail-dynapo
erstidy ts well -1
and driving nbility.

He came aut of a leading New York Jaw firm
Into the Army-Navy Munitions Board early in the
war. When Nelwon and the generals were squab-
BHng over respective jurlsdictinns, Br. floasevelt
litied Ebersiadt up ta his present position to end
the fight

While rosy oftletal publicily hns deadened Con-
gressional and press criticl { e war effort in
Wishlugton ta a considerable extent lately, the
clumsiness and inelficiency of WPB and Mr, Render-
20n's OPA are just as much ax ever the talk of the
town,

A1l businiess men and lawyers who deal with
ecither {and who docs not?) have a typleal talo (o
tell of personal experiencen. A small manufac-
turer, for example, applied lo WPB for 100 feet
of beiting"to run from his generator o his
machines, A WI'B officlal wrote back asking if
he was manufacturlng Indlspensable war mate-
rlats, .

e

‘The business man furnished proof that 60 per -

rent of his business was In war orders, whereupon he
wits astounded 1o recelve from WPB an-offlelul prior-
Ity stating thnt inasmuch as 60 per cent of hls bust-
neas’ was indispensable, he was belng given an order
to purchase 60 feet of helting. o

The internal conditlon on ihe- Washington front
I perhaps best described by s definition of “co-or-
dinator” furnished by the briillant Rabbl Gersten-
feld, 1n a talk to the Rotary. Ciub here last week, Ho
sald he had been wonderlig why all these Governe
ment < were being B
Investigallon of thelr actlvities, he had learned what
& co-ordinator is: “He is a man who brings or-
ganized chaos out ; 3

“Thix {x OPA, We have ‘chéeked you, and
found seven violatians ‘of the fuel:regulations.”
The B.M. smiledy . :

“That's not so bad, X thoughi'I was worse
than that.”

The B.M, was {old to coms $0:headquarters, and

there found an ufficlnl with:¥imeographed forms ~

piled three fect bigh on the deski: The official took
the top two sheets off the’plie-and handed them
to the BM. saying: i

“1f 1 was runaing this bisiness, T would help
you fill out these forms:and we:would have the Jon
done in two minutes, Butithlads Washington,

“Sa you must take the:formk down to the end of
the hall, aboul. s biock south;down the corridor, and
there you will find a maniwho will help you fIll
‘Uhem out. Then you must bring them back: to mie,
and 1 must see 3t they are correct,

“But you must not hand them (o me, Take
them home and mall.them to me. The regula-
tlons say I must have a postmarked cnvelopo ac~
companylng the forms,

“Its crazy, but (hat'n’(he way we do it.”
Sle semper gloria Washingtonls, Thero {s no
simple_step of business that the Government
cannol’ majee complicaled; no progress that red
tapo cannol clog: .

The experlence of this war is rulning the plans
and hopes of Soclallsts and New Dealers for post-
war ownershlp or control of bushiess, Even'they can
see from whut Is happening every day here’ that
they could not make it work, -

The iberal magazine, New Republle, has taken
up the Wallace-Gallup  salve for Administration
wounds suffercd $n the clection, and ia spreading it
around. ‘They all now say the New Denlers might
hgve wan, 1t it had not been for the absence of young
prople In the &rmy and moving masscx of Itinerant

war warkers. 'I'hey count the army as pure New Deal, |

Ax has blen wisely nald:.
“The dratt boarda did not ask men if they were
Demncrat when they calléd the nume

A Washington fuel ofl distributar was catled on :

the telephone by a harsh officlal voles and informed:

7

bers” The contentlon this natioh's army I of any
political character i absurd, It ia )

af
a people's army,
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“I thought maybe you'd look like & movie star, but
you don’t! Sister says any. date looks like
Clark Gable to her nowadays!”

World Wonder

From The United Btates News
P YOU have not yet seen the Pentagon Building, don't worry, Yom
will. You may ngt even have to come to Washington to see It, at
the rate this curious structure is growiog. The mountaln ia doggons
Iikely to come to Mehomet, or whatever your name is. :

Most of the natlon's business ls golng to be transacied In the
Pentagon Bullding for the duration. We kn Are mot
among the nalve populace that believes the du will end
with the war. After Miller and Hirohilo—and what's-hls-name in
what used to be 1y—h e have te
our Army xnd, In the proud tradillon of America. sink the Navy.
That's ali golng to take time and a lot of adminisiration, becauss
the Army and Navy are golng ts be se large. The huge task of
unmaking the Army and Navy, even as the ponderous job of msking
them, will be performed {n the Pentagon Building, That's because
Secretary of War Stimson Is & very canny feliom, indecd.

We have discussed the Pentsgon Building before, but then it was
fust & shack no bigger than the Grand Canyon turned inside out. It
was orlginally deslgned to house the War Department, and 1ta estimated
cost was $45,000,000. ‘We may be » few dollars out, one way of

- mnother, but you get the idea. Youll also get the bill.

The chosen site was the old Washington slrport, just s dollar away
at the taxi crawls, In Arlington, Va, Now you can only get to the nonk
entrance by taxi. If you want to get to the front door, you tske a
Norfotk and Southern express and change st Raleigh, N, C, for the
main entrance local.

The reason for ihis exirsordinary growth is that the struclure
was planned like the anclent labyrinth in Crete. Well, tha bulld-
ers got lost in the inferior and sa there Is no way for them {a
oafl a hall lo the construction work. Ho huge haa the bailding
become that the Internal Revenue Burcan bas set wp brabches in
s mazes s0 visilors can pay their quarterly Income tax Inaiallments
while trying ta find their way sround.

When the cost af the structure reached $972.000,000,000,000,000, thers
were rumors of & A Senal
cquipped with scooters came around to inspect the place, but It is be-
Jleved the visltors ran out of gas in the Sou'west by Bouth Wing. Any-
how, they have not been heard from since, and. when you don't hear
» Senator, you just know something has happened 1o him.

Anyhow, the Secretary of War heard the rumors and began to Jook
around for roomers. Ie hiad the happy insplration to invite the Navy,
the Marlne Cotps, the Coast Guard and the Explorers’ Club to share
the butlding witl the War Department,

ca-operale,” he sald, in elfect, to the Secretary of the

noxie, old pal, you take half the bullding; and half the

100, The newspapers are nlways holiering for the Army

and Nary to get closer (ogether, Bome are even demanding that
the War and Navy Deparlments be merged. Let's all move inte
the Pentagon Building togelher, and stop that ldle gosaip, Dealdes,
ne ona will be able to find us.*

Now, Frank Xnox 1a & brave man. He did not healiate to charge
up San Juan Hill in ‘88, nor to be Alf Landon’a runnlng mate in the
opposite direction 38 years Iater. He accepted Mr. Stimson‘s challeng-
ing invitation and presently the Army and the Navy will be s by
side under one roof,

TWell, the cozy srrangement Mr. Stimson has made for his paying
guesta includes private elevators between the offices. Supposs Mr.
Stimson wants to borrow the Navy for a Mitle invading job somewhers
acrons water. He steps into the elevator, presses a buiton, and presto!
He's whisked right into Mr, Knox's office.” The same thing holda for
General Marshall snd Admiral King, A fellow just doesnt have any
privacy these days.

The arrangement s golng to be hard en sll ths ensigna and
socond leutenants who thought they wouldn't have fo, cross water
In {his war, and now find themaelves confronted with the perilous
Journey mcrons the Fatomac River by bus. The beys in Guadaleanal
and Tripoll will get home oftener on furloughs than the members
of the Penlagen Expeditionary Force, ton. A special medal ix betng
atrick oft now for the outfit. It ix in ihe form of & splder's web,
The tibhon will be » Iength of red tape,

Qne thing ia certain, If the conntry ia invaded, we will only need
the services of a slngle Quislibg to tip the enemy off to the fact that
the bralns of our Army and Navy are inside the Pentagon Buldis
The Invading forces, complete with tanks, will charge through the
dooyy of that curlous edifice and be Tost forever. Aud, when thai
happens, there will be none 1o say that the $63.850,000,000,000,000000 the
building cost us, elevators included, was ‘wasted,

Lot

Quote. Unguote

Tt we nccopt peacs without
occupying at least temporarily
the main Isiands of Japan, we
might s well begln planmng
eur next war with them.

—Robert Bellalre, former United
Press Tokyo correspondent,

E just prayed and kept mov-
Ing. And belleve me, we did

a It of praving.
—-One of aix marines loat among
Jap-infested  Guadaleanal  jun-

When thia war In won It will
be our firat duty to watch over
the viclory we have gatned and
insurc thal me new tyranny Ix
again allowed to loose (ragedy
upon the world, .

~Winston Churchill. .

Weary Uiough they be of con-
flict, $mpoverished and looted as
they Arg by thele Nazt mnstars,
the followers of Muasolinl ara dus
for a good lcking from us, and
Athey'll get . .
~Undersecretary of War Rohert
Ametica is not only a new conti- P, Patterson,
nent; she embodies A now spirit,
Amerlca's voice fust be heard. And
the cyes of sl freedom-loving peo-
ples are_concentrated on her.
Z-Gen. Draja Mihailovitch, Yugo-

stavian guerrlln ehiefialn,

The Iapanese glve no ena the
right to disagreo with them.
Liberty as wo know It doean't ex-

t} you must conferm absolule-
3y or be crushed.

—Nurse captured by Japs In Ko-
rea,

‘The only weapon I have in
hot air.
~8en, Theodore Q. Bilbo,

Bible Thought -

Which " Hinner
Dropped That . §6 Blll In?
(Drexal item, N
Morgantan News-Harald)
Zion' Memorial Bunday school W
stil- on the map, reporting 65
pressnt Iaab Sunday -and s-sollsc-
tlon . of 49, : .

‘The Christlan does not’ even
hate his enemies. Hate hurls the
hater  worse than it passibly
could his enemi/: We also once
were foolish, lving in ‘malice,
and _envy, hatc‘ul. hating one
another.~Titus
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